
















































































































































































Leyy County Comprehensjye Plan Goals. Objectjyes & Policies 

f. Wellhead Protection Areas. 

g The 10 and 100-year floodp lain. 

h. Coastal and Riverine Flooding Areas as defined in Future Land Use Element, Policy 1.2-
Conservation Land Use. 

Coastal High Hazard areas (area seaward of the elevation of the category 1 storm surge 
line as established by a Sea, Lake and Overland Surges from Hurricanes (SLOSH) 
computerized storm surge model). 

Policy 2.2 Environmentally Sensitive Lands designated shall be protected using the following 
guidelines and standards: 

a. Identifying ESL on the Future Land Use map series. 

b. Coordinating the review of proposed residential and non-residential development within 
or adjacent to ESL areas with the appropriate state resource agencies. Protective 
measures and mitigation, if applicable, shall be documented by the developer and 
approved by the appropriate regulatory agency prior to the issuance of County 
development approval, provided, however, that such prior approval is not required for 
land use applications associated with projects subject to the Florida Electrical Power 
Plant Siting Act, Sections 403.501 through 403 .518, Florida Statutes. 

c. Limiting land uses in floodprone areas (i.e., 100 year floodplain) to rural/low density 
residential, agricultural uses and non-residential uses consistent with Conservation 
Element Policies including, but not limited to, Policy 3.1 and 6.1 and Future Land Use 
Element 1.2; 

d. Require that proposed Planned Unit Developments (PUDs) within ESL areas meet or 
exceed standards established in Chapter 380.061, Florida Quality Development. 

Unique Natural Areas I Suwannee River System Protection 

Policy 2.3 Unique natural areas within the 100-year floodplain adjacent to the Suwannee River 
system shall be identified and protected. The identification of unique natural areas shall be based on the 
best available information, including but not limited to, vegetative land cover mapping, resource 
investigations, and site investigations. Long range strategies for protecting unique natural areas shall be 
coordinated with state and regional resource management agencies. The review of proposed development 
shall be coordinated with the Suwannee River and Southwest Florida Water Management Districts. 

Policy 2.4 County-owned facilities within the 100-year floodplain of the Suwannee River system 
shall be maintained in a manner that prevents any potential adverse impacts to the Suwannee River 
system such as erosion, release of inadequately treated stormwater or wastewater, or the accumulation of 
trash and debris. 

Natural Reservations 
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Policy 2.5 The County will coordinate land use plans and the review of proposed developments 
adjacent to Natural Reservations with appropriate resource management agencies. Notification of requests 
to increase density or intensity on parcels that are abutting lands designated with the Natural Reservation 
Future Land Use Map designation, or abutting lands which have been acquired by government or non­
profit agencies and are managed for the purpose of conservation, shall be provided to the entity 
responsible for the management of the land. Comments shall be requested related to the impact of the 
proposed development on the presence of listed species of plants, animals, natural community type, 
hydrological impacts, land management requirements, prescribed burning and recreational use. 

Policy 2.6 Land deve lopment regulations shall be developed and used to promote compatibility 
with adjacent land uses and to minimize the impact of development on the natural resources in the area. 
For all prope1ties abutting Federal or State Wildlife Management Areas and Federal or State Forests 
within Natural Reservation (NR) areas, the County will require a minimum 100-foot naturally vegetated 
buffer, in which structures are prohibited. Uses within the 100-foot naturally vegetated buffer will be 
limited to agriculture, silviculture, and passive uses such as footpaths, hunting and horseback riding. 
Variances from the prohibitions against construction of structures within the I 00-foot buffer may be 
allowed only when, owing to the special shape, size or physical features, such as the presence of 
wetlands, the buffer would result in the preclusion of all reasonable use of the parcel. When a variance is 
permitted, encroachment into the buffer will be limited to the minimum needed to allow for reasonable 
use of the parcel. No variances wi ll be granted allowing impacts to wetlands or listed species habitat 
within the buffer. 

Policy 2.7 State~ federal, regional or local government, and non-profit agency acquisitions of 
public/park lands will be designated as Natural Reservation on the Future Land Use Map through a Future 
Land Use Map amendment or the Evaluation and Appraisal amendment process. 

Policy 2.8 Measures such as, the regulation of density, buffering, setback and open space 
requirements will be utilized to protect existing property designated Natural Reservation from 
encroachment by incompatible land use. Development on property abutting lands designated on the 
Future Land Use Map as Natural Reservation or lands which have been acquired and are managed by a 
government agency for the purpose of conservation, shall exhibit best environmental management 
practices such as designing in the context of the natural features of the landscape (including the 
consideration of topographic and stormwater features, existing vegetation, and soil types), to avoid and 
minimize adverse environmental and visual impacts. The major criteria for approval shall be the 
continued functioning, with the minimum disturbance, of the ecosystem that the development is 
impacting. 

Policy 2.9 Septic tanks and drainfields shall be sited in a manner to protect Natural Reservation 
areas, and lands that have been acquired by and are managed by a government or non-profit agency for 
the purpose of conservation, from the discharge of improperly treated effluent. The use of advanced 
secondary treatment systems may be required in environmentally sensitive lands areas, when determined 
by the Board of County Commissioners to be necessary for the protection of environmental health and 
ecosystems. 

Policy 2.10 Management Plans shall be prepared and implemented for environmentally sensitive 
areas within county-owned or controlled Natural Reservation areas. 

Unique Vegetative Communities/ Multi-Jurisdictional 
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Policy 2.11 The County will assist regulatory agencies in protecting unique vegetative 
communities located within the various jurisdictions by regulating land uses contiguous to the unique 
communities. 

Policy 2.12 The County will develop intergovernmental agreements to help protect, conserve, or 
preserve identified unique vegetative communities in contiguous municipalities or counties. 

Objective 3 Soils, Minerals and Native Vegetative Communities 

Conserve and protect native vegetative communities, mineral resources, farm and forest lands, 
and preserve the natural drainage functions of the soils through the appropriate use of land. 

Policy 3.1 Development proposals will be reviewed to ensure that environmentally sensitive 
features of the land are protected and impacts to wetlands are avoided, minimized, or mitigated 
commensurate with the quality of the wetlands system affected. Impacts to "high quality" wetlands on site 
will be limited to development of necessary improvements consistent with plans approved by state and 
federal regulatory agencies, for which no practicable alternative location exists, and mitigation shall be 
required consistent with conditions imposed by the regulatory agencies. High quality wetlands are herein 
defined as undisturbed wetlands or wetland that contain significant existing nesting habitat for listed 
wildlife species or significant existing habitat for listed plant species. Topographical characteristics, soi ls 
suitability and limitations, potential impact to surface and groundwater flow and quality and a floodplain 
assessment shall be reviewed prior to issuance of any development approval. 

The methods used to protect sensitive features of the land and to address physical and 
environmental limitation of the land shall be documented by the developer prior to the issuance of 
development approval, provided, however, that such prior approval is not required for land use 
applications associated with projects subject to the Florida Electrical Power Plant Siting Act, Sections 
403.501through403.518, Florida Statutes. 

Land Use and Natural Resource Map Series 

Policy 3.2 A Land Use and Natural Resource Map series, showing county-wide environmental 
resources, locally important farm and forestry land, mineral resources, karst features, springs and the 
Springs Protection Zone (SPZ) and Future Land Use information shall be utilized in the review of 
proposed developments. The Developer shall document potential impact to these resources and methods 
used to protect, conserve and preserve them. 

The map series will show the following characteristics: 

a. Natural Resources -

b. Land Use Information -

Soil types, native vegetative communities, mineral 
resources and, geologic surface water and groundwater 
information. 

Areas designated for urban and rural development. 
Future Land Use categories for Agricultural, Residential 
and Non-Residential land uses and Environmentally 
Sensitive Lands. 
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c. 

Soils 

Development Potential - A composite map illustrating the suitability and 
limitations for various types of land use and 
development including, but not limited to agricultural, 
residential, non-residential uses. 

Policy 3.3 The County will continue its suppott of the Levy County Soil and Water Conservation 
District (SWCD), and the Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IF AS) and its Cooperative 
Extension Service. 

Policy 3.4 The Soil Survey of Levy County will be used to identify soil suitability and limitations 
to suppmt land use decisions. On-site soil characteristics and constraints will be one of the determining 
factors in land use changes that involve the increase of intensity and density. 

Policy 3.5 The review of proposed development will be coordinated with the County Agricultural 
Extension service, SWCD and other appropriate agencies to ensure that agricultural resources are 
protected. 

Mineral Resources, Mining and Excavation 

Policy 3.6 Areas identified as containing commercially valuable mineral resources suitable for 
extraction will be conserved and protected from the encroachment of incompatible land uses and 
development. Land development regulations and Future Land Use plans will be used to enhance 
compatibility among existing uses and future development in the area. 

Policy 3.7 A buffer shall be required to physically separate mining operations and adjacent land 
uses to protect the public health, safety and welfare and to preserve the character of the area. The buffer 
shall be provided to minimize the impact of dust, noise, traffic and other undesirable impacts associated 
with mining activities. 

Policy 3.8 Environmentally Sensitive Lands including, but not limited to, coastal resources and 
designated areas of critical state concern, will be protected from mining operations. 

Policy 3.9 Promote the restoration and future use of mined or excavated lands through land 
development regulation reclamation standards. 

Policy 3.10 The County will develop performance standards that will permit the monitoring and 
early detection of water contamination or excessive run-off into adjacent areas resulting from mining, 
agricultural or construction excavations. 

Policy 3.11 Excavated slopes will be protected from erosion by: 

a. Immediate establishment of vegetative cover, terraces, mulches or a combination of these 
practices as appropriate, on excavated slope areas. 

b. Preservation of dense vegetative stands adjacent to excavation and site stripping activity 
to prevent water run-off. 
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Policy 3.12 Encourage the use of rejuvenation practices for managed forested lands to reduce or 
eliminate excessive water run-off or water contamination problems. 

Policy 3.13 Run-off from excavation or construction sites shall be required to have the same 
volume, rate of flow and equal or improved quality relative to pre-development and ambient conditions. 

Policy 3.14 All excavation activities, inclusive of pumping, will employ water conservation 
practices. 

Objective 4 Forestry I Wildlife Habitat Conservation 

Encourage the long-term conservation and proper management of forest lands in the County to 
ensure a continuous yield of forest products, habitats for wildlife, forest associated recreation, aesthetics, 
clean air and clean water. 

Forest Lands 

Policy 4.1 The County shall protect, conserve and encourage the continued productivity of 
forestry activities, discourage the encroachment of incompatible activities and promote compatibility 
among forestry and other uses by: 

a. Limiting the densities and intensities of future growth in areas predominately used for 
forestry/agriculture. 

b. Providing Subdivisions standards including, but not limited to, buffering, setback and 
clustering requirements. 

Saw timber Production 

Policy 4.2 Encourage the use of state legislated incentives and assistance to private landowners 
through forest management programs that promote compatible mixed uses, aesthetics, and lengthened 
timber rotation as a means of sustaining saw timber production. 

Tree Ordinance 

Policy 4.3 Unique or endangered native vegetation that will be adversely impacted or destroyed 
by proposed development shall be protected and conserved through tree preservation and open space 
requirements in the land development regulations. 

Development/Plat Review 

Policy 4.4 Forestry resource managers will be consulted in the review of proposed developments 
that are adjacent to public and/or private lands actively used for silviculture. Comments and concerns 
from the forestry managers will be addressed during the plat review process. 
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Policy 4.5 Native vegetative communities and agricultural/forestry lands shall be preserved, to 
the maximum extent possible, through the provision of open space, lot coverage and public dedication 
requirements for residential and mixed use development. 

Forest Management 

Policy 4.6 The State of Florida's Silvicultural Best Management Practices guideline and 
standards shall be followed in all forest management activities. 

Policy 4.7 The County will protect lives and property from wildfires on unmanaged lands. In 
conjunction with the appropriate state, federal and regional agencies and prope1ty owners, Levy County 
shall implement, maintain, and promote land management practices that enhance fire protection, wildlife 
habitat and sustainable si lviculture practices, including the use of prescribed burns and the control of 
invasive exotics. To further the effectiveness of these practices, requirements shall be included in the 
Land Development Regulations to inform and educate existing and new prope1ty owners that these 
practices, prescribed burns in particular, may be regularly employed nearby and may affect their prope1ty. 
The Board may authorize and/or request prescribed burning by the Division of Forestry, in accordance 
with the State of Florida's Silvicultural Best Management Practices guidelines and rules. 

Objective 5 Endangered and Threatened Wildlife 

The County, in cooperation with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
and the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, shall identify the locations of, and protect 
endangered and threatened wildlife species. 

Policy 5.1 The County shall regulate development and prohibit activities known to adversely 
affect the survival of endangered and threatened wildlife. 

Wildlife Habitat Management 

Policy 5.2 The habitat of any threatened or endangered species shall be managed to ensure 
survival of that species, with a population equal to or greater than existed prior to development. 
Mitigation activities shall sustain or increase the canying capacity of that habitat in accordance with a 
State approved management plan (i.e., FDEP and FWC). 

Policy 5.3 A portion of the land area in each subdivision or planned unit development that 
includes habitat for any listed, threatened or endangered species will preserve or restore native wildlife 
habitat. An adequate amount of land will be provided to support viable population of plant and animal 
species, including endangered and threatened species. 

Wildlife Assessment and Management Plan 

Policy 5.4 A wildlife assessment and protection plan, when applicable, will be required for 
proposed subdivisions and planned unit developments. Proposed development requests shall be refen-ed 
to the appropriate regulatory agency to identify and ensure protection of threatened and endangered 
species and habitats. 
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Policy 5.5 The County shall request assistance from the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection (FDEP) and Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) in the development of 
wildlife management plans to protect and preserve identified endangered wildlife and species of special 
concern. 

Objective 6 Protect the Quality and Quantity of Current and Projected Water Sources 

Protect, appropriately use and conserve the quality and quantity of current and projected water 
sources within the County including surface water, springs, groundwater and waters that flow into the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

Policy 6.1 Any activities known to adversely affect the quality and quantity of water sources will 
be prohibited by the County through adopted local ordinances and rules. 

Policy 6.2 The County will coordinate plans for growth and development with the Suwannee 
River Water Management District (SRWMD) and the Southwest Florida Water Management District 
(SWFWMD) to protect the hydrological characteristics of the area. A development review process shall 
be developed to enhance the coordination and use of technical assistance services available to the County 
from the Water Management Districts. 

Policy 6.3 Standards and criteria in the land development regulations for potable wells, cones of 
influence and water recharge areas shall be used to protect the quality of existing and future potable water 
resources from contamination. 

Policy 6.4 Natural groundwater recharge areas, wellfield protection areas and surface waters shall 
be protected from activities, such as, inadequate stormwater management, inappropriate use of septic 
tanks, intense development in karst sensitive areas and inappropriate densities and intensities of 
development in areas identified environmentally sensitive land. 

Policy 6.5 Large volume withdrawals of groundwater that could result in significant adverse 
impacts on potable water supply and natural ecosystems due to cone of depression effects shall be 
evaluated for their effect on municipal wellfield supplies and natural ecosystems before being permitted. 
Development shall only occur when adequate water supplies are concurrently available to serve such 
development without adversely affecting local or regional water resources or the natural ecosystem. 

Policy 6.6 The County supports the philosophy of "local sources first" and shall seek to protect 
its water resources from being exported to other regions of the state through several strategies, including: 

I. Patticipating in the development of the five-year work plans of the Suwannee River and 
Southwest Florida Water Management Districts; 

2. Requesting to receive notice of any applications for the transfer of the County's waters, and 
advocating for water reuse and the development of alternate supply sources by such applicants; 

3. Consider participating in a regional water supply authority pursuant to section 3 73. 713 F .S. 
and/or section 163.01 Florida Statutes; and 
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4. Support appropriate legislation regarding consumptive use permitting and exercising vigilance 
through the County ' s legislative delegation. 

W ellfield Protection 

Policy 6. 7 Prior to the issuance of development approval, proposed developments that require 
water withdrawals exceeding 100,000 g.p.d. from the Floridan aquifer shall be reviewed to ensure that the 
impacts of this development will not adversely impact the public interest and the environment. 

The County will coordinate the review of proposed developments with the appropriate Water 
Management District to determine and/or identify potential impacts to: 

a. Surrounding land uses; 

b. Environmental quality; 

c. Public health, safety and welfare. 

d. Minimum flows and levels. 

Policy 6.8 The land development regulations shall contain wellfield protection standards to 
protect public potable water wells from point and non-point source pollution or contamination. To protect 
the public potable water supply from possible contamination, the County shall establish wellhead 
protection zones (WHPZ) for existing and future community water systems. Primary and secondary 
protection zones shall be designated and allowable uses are listed below: 

I. Primary WHPZ. This zone is defined as lands within a 200-foot radius of 
the wellhead. 

A. Allowable uses - existing residential uses, facilities and uses functionally 
related to the water supply system, open space, parks and playgrounds. 
For lots or parcels created on or before December 31, 1989, an 
exemption shall be allowed for one single family dwelling unit that may 
be within the primary zone of an existing wellhead. 

B. Prohibited uses - Types of materials and substances listed, characterized, 
or identified as hazardous by F.A.C. Chapter 62-730.030. No 
impervious surfaces, except those that are existing residential uses or 
uses accessory to existing residential uses, playing courts, open-air 
shelters and other similar recreation facilities. For lots or parcels created 
on or before December 3 I, I 989, an exemption shall be allowed for one 
single family dwelling unit that may be within the primary zone of an 
existing wellhead. 

II. Secondary WHPZ. This zone is defined as lands within a 660-foot radius 
of the wellhead. 
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A. Allowable uses: residential uses served by central sewer facilities, uses 
functionally related to the water supply system, open space, parks and 
playgrounds. 

B. Prohibited uses -
I. Types of materials and substances listed, characterized, or 

identified as hazardous by F.A.C. Chapter 62-730.030. No 
impervious surfaces, except those that are accessory to 
residential uses, playing courts, open-air shelters and other 
similar recreation facilities. 

2. Septic systems except for lots or parcels created on or before 
December 31, 1989. 

3. Any man-made retention area except for stormwater treatment 
facilities. 

4. The production, handling and/or storage of hazardous 
waste/materials. 

5. Junkyard or salvage operations. 

6. Effluent spray fields. 

7. Landfills, sludge disposal sites or animal waste holding pond. 

III. New Wellfields - Prior to development of any proposed wellfield, drawdown 
tests will be conducted by the applicant for the purposes of establishing the 
extent of the cone of depression. No wellfields may be developed that would 
include any of the prohibited uses listed above within identified cones of 
influence and/or within primary and secondary WHPZ. 

IV. Existing Wellfields - Existing uses within the WHPZs that violate the provisions 
of this policy shall be reviewed and evaluated in coordination with the Water 
Management Districts to determine any risk to the health, safety and welfare 
from contamination of the water source. Remedial actions, when required, shall 
be identified and coordinated with the Water Management District at the 
conclusion of the review and evaluation. 

Policy 6.9 Soil tests shall be required for all proposed developments prior to the issuance of 
septic tank permits, approval of sewer treatment plants, or approval of solid waste disposal sites. 

Policy 6.10 Developers shall obtain all permits required by the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection, the Suwannee River Water Management District or the Southwest Florida 
Water Management District prior to the issuance of a development permit, provided, however, that such 
prior approval is not required for land use applications associated with projects subject to the Florida 
Electrical Power Plant Siting Act, Sections 403.501 through 403.518, Florida Statutes. 
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Policy 6.11 New developments meeting a specified threshold size will be required to evaluate 
geologic hazards on-site prior to development. 

Policy 6.12 Emergency conservation measures will be mandated to minimize the impacts of 
drought and protect the supply of potable water, upon request from the Southwest Florida Water 
Management District and the Suwannee River Water Management District. When deemed necessary, the 
County will consider developing an emergency water conservation plan and level of service (LOS) for 
use in establishing water conservation targets and measuring the effectiveness of water conservation 
initiatives. 

Aquifer Protection 

Policy 6.13 Aquifer Recharge Areas will be protected from development impacts through land 
development regulations to regulate filling and establish imperious lot coverage and stormwater 
management standards. The retention of soils and covering vegetation to filter water and recharge the 
aquifer shall be encouraged for proposed development sites. 

Policy 6.14 Innovative site design and construction materials (i.e. permeable paving blocks and 
other paving alternatives) which retain soil permeabi lity wi ll be encouraged through density bonuses or 
other incentives. 

Policy 6.15 Preservation of open space lands shall be encouraged in areas of high natural 
recharge, wetlands areas, and in areas identified as Environmentally Sensitive Land. 

Freshwater and Environmentally Sensitive Coastal Areas 

Policy 6.16 Development in a natural freshwater, wetland and environmentally sensitive coastal 
areas will be prohibited or regulated to protect and preserve those areas strongly dependent on natural 
hydrologic processes. However, development necessary for essential public uses may be allowed in such 
areas consistent with Conservation Element Policy 3.1. 

Policy 6.17 Through coordination and technical assistance from the water management districts 
in the development review process, water quality and quantity shall be addressed and protected. The 
owner/developer of any site shall be responsible for the management of runoff in a manner that the 
volume of runoff does not exceed pre-development conditions. 

Water Conservation Programs 

Policy 6.18 To support responsib le water use and promote long-term water resource 
sustainability, the County shall explore and evaluate a range of water conservation strategies, both within 
its County-owned potable water service areas and, where appropriate, at the countywide level. These 
strategies may include, but are not limited to: 

a. Establishing a tiered rate structure that increases the cost of water as usage exceeds 
baseline consumption levels; 

b. Providing public education, outreach materials, and hosting informational events focused 
on water conservation practices; 
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c. sting informational events focused on water conservation practices; 

d. Limiting line and hydrant flushing to the minimum necessary to maintain system quality 
and exercise critical equipment; and 

e. Securing hydrants and flushing valves to prevent unauthorized use of water and ensure 
access is restricted to County staff and emergency responders. 

These measures may be implemented individually or in combination, as appropriate to the County's 
operational role, available resources, and coordination with the Water Management Districts or other 
utility providers. 

Objective 7 Fisheries and Marine Habitat 

Preserve, protect and enhance the coastal marine systems along the County's coastline and 
provide waterfront development guidelines. 

Waterfront Development Guidelines 

Policy 7.1 The County will regulate dredging, waterfront development, filling, construction of 
roads and similar activities with proximity to coastal estuaries, grass beds, hammocks or salt marsh by 
enforcing land development regulations. 

Policy 7.2 The County will protect off-shore fishing beds from poor water quality and from the 
adverse impact of development using shoreline development standards set forth in the Coastal 
Management Element. 

Policy 7.3 The County will continually review and improve the Zoning and Subdivision 
Regulations to protect and conserve the natural functions of existing soils, commercially important fish or 
shellfish locations, wildlife habitats, rivers, bays, lakes, floodplains, harbors, wetlands, estuarine marshes, 
freshwater beaches and shores and marine habitats. In addition, developers shall document measures 
taken to protect coastal resources and environmentally sensitive lands on site for proposed developments. 

Policy 7.4 The County will continually review F.D.E.P. pollution studies and consider for 
adoption, recommended standards and guidelines to prevent or reduce water pollution. 

Policy 7.5 The County will protect and preserve coastal resources through the implementation of 
standards and guidelines in the Coastal Management Element of this Plan. 

Policy 7.6 The County encourages and suppo1ts the preservation of working waterfronts, as 
defined ins. 342.07, F.S. 

Objective 8 Aesthetics 

Protect and preserve the natural beauty and enhance the appearance of communities in the 
County through cooperative efforts of County, Municipal and private entities. 

Conservation Element 13 of 15 
Note: deletions are shown stricken, additions are shown underlined, and movements are shown 
with a double underline 

-99-



Leyy County Comprehensjye Plan Goals. Objectjyes & Policjes 

Policy 8.1 Maximize open space and improve aesthetics through the implementation of the 
Planned Unit Development (P.U.D.) Ordinance. 

Policy 8.2 Funding sources will be investigated for joint County and municipal beautification 
projects. Public education programs to promote environmental awareness shall also be encouraged. 

Policy 8.3 The County will consider for adoption, codes, ordinances and regulations addressing 
the issues of signs, noise, dust, smoke, odor, landscaping, tree preservation, and other methods to enhance 
compatibility between adjacent uses. 

Policy 8.4 The County will prepare and adopt a Landscape Ordinance& to promote compatibility 
between residential and non residential land uses. On-site preservation of valuable shade and ornamental 
trees shall be encouraged to improve the appearance of the development site. 

Objective 9 Hazardous Waste 

Protect natural resources through the development and adoption of ordinances to provide 
standards and guidelines for hazardous waste management. 

Policy 9.1 The County will incorporate provisions contained m the Hazardous Waste 
Management Plan into local ordinances. 

Policy 9.2 Natural resources shall be protected from hazardous wastes, through implementing the 
I 

hazardous waste assessment recommendations and through policies contained in the Solid Waste Sub-
Element of the Infrastructure Element. 

Objective 10 Wildfire Mitigation 

Protect life, property, and the economy by eliminating or minimizing the present and future 
vulnerability to wildfire hazards. 

Policy 10.1 Areas of high fire potential and populations in Levy County shall be identified, as 
adopted and mapped in the Levy County Local Mitigation Strategy, based on plant community type and 
development stage, canopy cover, hydrology, soils, slope and elevation. Mapping shall be reviewed 
annually and updated as necessary in response to changing fuel conditions and fire occurrence. 

Policy 10.2 The County shall work with the Division of Forestry to educate the public, especially 
those at high risk from wildfires, and make them aware of proactive steps they can take to mitigate 
wildfire damage. 

Policy 10.3 The County shall advance the directives and policies of local emergency management 
operational plans and the Levy County Local Mitigation Strategy. 

Policy 10.4 Residential subdivisions in areas identified as high fire potential shall comply with 
the following minimum standards: 
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a. Complete and implement a wildfire mitigation plan specific to that subdivision, subject to 
review and approval by the Florida Division of Forestry, which shall be incorporated as part of the 
development plan or subdivision plat. The mitigation plan shall address the following: 

1. The characteristics of the site and wildfire hazard rating for the site. 
2. Specific recommendations for reducing the wildfire risk before and after 

development. 
3. Incorporation of wildfire mitigation features into the development design, as 

applicable or required by the land development code, such as: defensible project 
perimeters; interior project fuel breaks; individual site defensible space; 
landscaping guidelines and plant material suggestions; placement of structures. 

4. Review of landscaping and building plans for wildfire mitigation features. 
5. Review of factors related to emergency response, such as: water supply; 

proximity to fire protection services; emergency access and infrastructure; and 
fuel management zones (greenspace) and vegetation maintenance. 

b. Provide at least two ingress-egress routes. 

c. Structures shall be designed to minimize the potential for loss of life and property from 
wildfire, through requirements in the land development regulations for outdoor sprinkler systems; fire­
resistant building materials or treatments, landscaping with appropriate vegetation species, and site design 
practices such as fuel breaks and defensible space. 

d. Streets, roads, driveways, bridges, culverts, and cul-de-sacs shall be designed to assure 
access by firefighting equipment, providing for weight class, cornering, turnaround and overhead 
clearance. 

Policy 10.5 The County shall consider wildfire hazard when reviewing land use amendments for 
increases in density. 

Policy 10.6 Residential subdivisions for which adequate wildfire mitigation cannot be provided, 
or that would preclude or severely limit the use of wildfire mitigation or natural resource management 
options such as prescribed fire, shall not be authorized in areas of high wildfire potential. 

Policy 10.7 The County will explore the adoption of firewise building code requirements in high 
risk fire areas to reduce wildfire risk. 

Policy 10.8 Cluster development will be encouraged in areas identified as high fire potential. 

Conservation Element 15 of 15 
Note: deletions are shown stricken, additions are shown underlined, and movements are shown 
with a double underline 
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#35 

Central 
Florida 
Regional 
Planning 
Council 

Serving Alachua 

Bradford • Columbia 

Dixie • Gilchrist • Hamilton 

Lafayette • Levy • Madison 

Suwannee • Taylor • Union Counties 

2009 NW 67th Place, Gainesville, FL 32653 -1 603 • 352. 955. 2200 

REGIONAL CLEARINGHOUSE 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION AND RESPONSE 

Date: 6129126 

PROJECT DESCRJPTION 

#35 - Duke Energy Florida-
2026 Ten-Year Site Plan 

TO: Greg Davis 
Engineering Specialist 
Florida Public Service Commission 
Capital Circle Office Center 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850 

COMMENTS ATTACHED 

_X_ NO COMMENTS REGARDING THIS PROJECT 

IF YOU HA VE ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING THESE COMMENTS, PLEASE CONT ACT 
SCOTT KOONS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, AT THE NORTH CENTRAL FLORJDA REGIONAL 
PLANNING COUNCIL AT 352.339.2489. 

v:\chouse\state\psc-10 year site plans\2026\ncfrpc comments duke energy florida ten-year site plan 2026.docx 

Dedicated to improving the quality of life of the Region's citizens, 
by enhancing public safety, protecting regional resources, 

promoting economic development and providing technical services to local governments. 
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CHAPTER4 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND LAND USE INFORMATION 

PREFERRED SITES 

DEF's 2026 TYSP Preferred Sites include nine solar generation sites and two energy storage sites: 

1. the Jumper Creek Solar Site; 

2. the Bailey Mill Solar Site; 

3. the Turnpike Solar Site; 

4. the Banner Solar Site; 

5. the Lonesome Camp Solar Site; 

6. the Higdon Solar Site; 

7. the Nova Solar Site; 

8. the Bulk Creek Solar Site; 

9. the Wewahootee Solar Site; 

10. the Powerline Energy Storage Site and 

11. the Bartow Energy Storage Site. 

These Preferred Sites are discussed below. 

Duke Energy Florida, LLC 4-1 2026 TYSP 
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BANNER SOLAR SITE 

Banner Solar Center is a 74.5 MWac solar single-axis tracking PY project located in Columbia 

County, Florida. The site is located on timber and agricultural lands. The point of interconnection 

will be a new terminal in the existing 230k Radiant switching station. All environmental surveys 

are complete. Solar is a permitted use on agriculturally zoned land in a local government 

comprehensive plan in the State of Florida. Special or Conditional use permits are not required. A 

Site Plan approval has been obtained from Columbia County in December 2025. An ERP 

modification from FDEP was approved in November 2025. The ERP may need to be modified if 

there are substantial changes to the currently approved plan. There are limited wetlands on site that 

will be avoided. State listed gopher tortoises were present onsite and have been removed utilizing 

a Relocation Permit from the FWC. No additional listed species of concern were present. The 

project is expected to staii construction in June 2026, with an expected in-service date of April 

2027. 

Duke Energy Florida, LLC 

FIGURE 4.4 

Banner Solar Project 

Banner 

Latitude (DMS) 290 52' 49.48" 

Longitude (OMS) 820 43' 36.26" 

SW SR 47 

Fort White, FL 32038 

Columbia County 

4-5 2026 TYSP 
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HIGDON SOLAR SITE 

DEF has identified the Higdon Solar Center, a 74.9 MWac I single-axis tracking facility located 

in Madison County, FL on agricultural zoned land. The Project will be constructed on a portion of 

approximately 595-acres which consists of timber and agricultural lands. The point of 

interconnection is a new 230kV terminal in the existing 230kV Birch Switching Station. The 

Project will be required to receive final site plan approval by the County Board but will not need 

a Conditional Use Permit. This is due to Section 163.3205(3) F.S., which allows solar facilities to 

be permitted by right on land zoned for agricultural uses. The project will also require an ERP 

from FDEP. The initial environmental site assessments have been completed. The site does show 

acceptable habitat for gopher tortoises. DEF plans to survey the site for gopher tortoises and obtain 

a gopher tortoise relocation pennit prior to construction. The project is expected to start 

construction 4Q 2026 and is expected to be placed in service December 2027. 

Duke Energy Florida, LLC 

FIGURE 4.6 

Higdon Project 

fJ ''*' • . . .. ... . .... .. . . , .. ' .. 
'" ..... ,. "" ... ' .... ' .... 

' ,,, .. ''" 
.Vt ..... ,, ". 

Higdon 
S.CR 53 

Lee, Florida 32059 

Madison County 

4-7 2026 TYSP 
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Bradford • Columbia 
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REGIONAL CLEARINGHOUSE 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION AND RESPONSE 

Date: 6/29/26 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

#36 - Florida Power and Light Company-
2026 Ten-Year Site Plan 

TO: Greg Davis 
Engineering Specialist 
Florida Public Service Commission 
Capital Circle Office Center 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850 

COMMENTS ATTACHED 

_X_ NO COMMENTS REGARDING THIS PROJECT 

IF YOU HA VE ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING THESE COMMENTS, PLEASE CONTACT 
SCOTT KOONS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, AT THE NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL 
PLANNING COUNCIL AT 352.339.2489. 

v:\chouse\state\psc-1 0 year site plans\2026\ncfrpc comments florida power and light company ten-year site plan 2026.docx 

Dedicated to improving the quality of life of the Region's citizens, 
by enhancing public safety, protecting regional resources, 

promoting economic development and providing technical services to local governments. 
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Table IV.G.1: List of FPL Preferred Sites 
Site Name County Technology 

1 Big Brook Solar Energy Center Calhoun County Solar 
2 Boardwalk Solar Energy Center Collier County Solar 
3 Flatford Solar Energy Center Manatee County Solar 
4 Goldenrod Solar Energy Center Collier County Solar 
5 Mallard Solar Energy Center Brevard County Solar 
6 Mare Branch Solar Energy Center DeSoto County Solar 
7 Price Creek Solar Energy Center Columbia County Solar 
8 Swamp Cabbage Solar Energy Center Hendry County Solar 
9 Clover Solar Energy Center St. Lucie County Solar 
10 North Orange Solar Energy Center St. Lucie County Solar 
11 Sand Pine Solar Energy Center Calhoun County Solar 
12 Sea Grape Solar Energy Center St. Lucie County Solar 
13 Big Brook Battery Storage Calhoun County Battery Storage 
14 Cedar Trail Battery Storage Baker County Battery Storage 
15 Nature Trail Battery Storage Baker County Battery Storage 
16 North Orange Battery Storage St. Lucie County Battery Storage 
17 Norton Creek Battery Storage Madison County Battery Storage 
18 Sand Pine Battery Storage Calhoun County Battery Storage 
19 Thomas Creek Battery Storage Nassau County Battery Storage 
20 Lansing Smith Battery Storage Bay County Battery Storage 
21 Clover Battery Storage St. Lucie County Battery Storage 
22 Fawn Battery Storage Martin County Battery Storage 
23 Putnam Battery Storage Putnam County Battery Storage 
24 Sea Grape Battery Storage St. Lucie County Battery Storage 
25 White Tail Battery Storage Martin County Battery Storage 
26 Spanish Moss Solar Energy Center St. Lucie County Solar 
27 County Line Solar Energy Center Charlotte, DeSoto County Solar 
28 Hendry Solar Energy Center Hendry County Solar 
29 lndrio Solar Energy Center St. Lucie County Solar 
30 Middle Lake Solar Energy Center Madison County Solar 
31 Saddle Solar Energy Center DeSoto County Solar 
32 Tangelo Solar Energy Center Okeechobee County Solar 
33 Wood Stork Solar Energy Center St. Lucie County Solar 
34 Catfish Solar Energy Center Okeechobee County Solar 
35 Cocoplum Solar Energy Center Hendry County Solar 
36 Hardwood Hammock Solar Energy Center Walton County Solar 
37 Joshua Creek Solar Energy Center DeSoto County Solar 
38 Maple Trail Solar Energy Center Baker County Solar 
39 Myakka Solar Energy Center St. Lucie County Solar 
40 Pinecone Solar Energy Center Calhoun County Solar 
41 Vernia So lar Energy Center Indian River County Solar 
42 Blue Heron Battery Storage Hendry County Battery Storage 
43 Green Pasture Battery Storage Charlotte County Battery Storage 
44 Orange Blossom Battery Storage Indian River County Battery Storage 
45 Sawgrass Battery Storage Hendry County Battery Storage 

Florida Power & Light Company 412 
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Table IV.G.1: List of FPL Preferred Sites Continued 
Site Name County Technology 

46 Swamp Cabbage Battery Storage Hendry County Battery Storage 
47 Terrill Creek Battery Storage Clay County Battery Storage 
48 lndrio Battery Storage St. Lucie County Battery Storage 
49 Maple Trail Battery Storage Baker County Battery Storage 
50 Monarch ACES Pilot Battery Storage Martin County Battery Storage 
51 Monarch Battery Storage Martin County Battery Storage 
52 Swallowtail Battery Storage Walton County Battery Storage 
53 Union Springs Battery Storage Union County Battery Storage 
54 Beachland Solar Energy Center Indian River County Solar 
55 Bromeliad Solar Energy Center Collier County Solar 
56 Honeybee Solar Energy Center Collier County Solar 
57 Inlet Solar Energy Center Indian River County Solar 
58 Sand Gully Solar Energy Center DeSoto County Solar 
59 Shores Solar Energy Center Indian River County Solar 
60 Ambersweet Solar Energy Center Indian River County Solar 
61 Treefrog Solar Energy Center Collier County Solar 
62 Wabasso Solar Energy Center Indian River County Solar 
63 Waveland Solar Energy Center St. Lucie County Solar 
64 Cardinal Solar Energy Center Brevard County Solar 
65 Grapefruit Solar Energy Center Hendry County Solar 
66 LaBelle So lar Energy Center Hendry County Solar 
67 Mango Solar Energy Center Hendry County Solar 
68 Owen Branch Solar Energy Center Manatee County Solar 
69 Pine Lily Solar Energy Center St. Lucie County Solar 
70 Redroot Solar Energy Center Hendry County Solar 
71 Shell Creek Solar Energy Center Charlotte, DeSoto County Solar 
72 Wax:vveed Solar Energy Center Hendry County Solar 
73 Wild Lime Solar Energy Center St. Lucie County Solar 
74 Grapefruit Battery Storage Hendry County Battery Storage 
75 Mango Battery Storage Hendry County Battery Storage 
76 Owen Branch Battery Storage Manatee County Battery Storage 
77 Pine Lily Battery Storage St. Lucie County Battery Storage 
78 Redroot Battery Storage Hendry County Battery Storage 
79 Shell Creek Battery Storage DeSoto, Charlotte County Battery Storage 
80 Wax:vveed Battery Storage Hendry County Battery Storage 
81 Wild Lime Battery Storage St. Lucie County Battery Storage 
82 Blanketflower Solar Energy Center DeSoto County Solar 
83 Dove Solar Energy Center DeSoto County Solar 
84 Ladybug Solar Energy Center DeSoto County Solar 
85 Leafcutter Solar Energy Center DeSoto County Solar 
86 Limpkin So lar Energy Center Collier County Solar 
87 Spoonbill Solar Energy Center Collier County Solar 
88 Caladium Solar Energy Center Highlands County Solar 
89 New River Solar Energy Center Union County Solar 
90 Blanketflower Battery Storage DeSoto County Battery Storage 

Florida Power & Light Company 413 
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Table IV.G.1: List of FPL Preferred Sites Continued 
Site Name County Technology 

91 Ladybug Battery Storage DeSoto County Battery Storage 
92 Leafcutter Battery Storage DeSoto County Battery Storage 
93 Turkey Point 6 & 7 Miami Dade County Nuclear 
94 Martin Power Plant Martin County Combustion Turbine 

IV.G.2 Potential Sites 

There are 38 Potential Sites currently identified for future generation and storage additions to meet 

projected capacity and energy needs. Each of these Potential Sites offers a range of considerations 

relative to engineering and/or costs associated with the construction and operation of feasible 

technologies. In addition, each Potential Site has distinctive characteristics that would require 

further definition and attention. Unless otherwise noted, the water quantities discussed below are 

in reference to universal solar generation rather than for gas-fueled generation. 

Permits are considered obtainable for each site. No significant environmental constraints are 

currently known for any of these sites. FPL considers each site equally viable. These Potential 

Sites are listed in Table IV.G.2 below and are briefly discussed in the Appendix at the end of this 

document. 

Florida Power & Light Company 414 
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Site Description, Environmental, and Land Use Information: 

Supplemental Information 

Preferred Site #7: Price Creek Solar Energy Center, Columbia County 

Florida Power & Light Company 463 
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Preferred Site Price Creek Solar Energ)ll Center 

Count)' Columbia Co1.1ntv 
F acilit)ll Acreage 782 
COD 113112026 
for PV facilities: tracking or fiKed Tracking 

Referenc• Maps 
a. USGS Map I 
b_ Proposed facilities La)llOUt I 
F+--:-"-=~'-'-=""'~==7--------j1 Seefigur95 in the following pageos 

Map of Sile and Adjacent Areas 

d. Land Use Map of site and Adjacent I ... 
Site 

Adjacent Areas 

I. 

Natural Environment 

2. Listed Species 

3. ~:~:I Resources of Regional Significance 

4. Other Significant Features 

g. Design Features and Mitigation Options 

local Government future land Use 
h. 

Designations 

Site Selection Criteria factors 

\laler Resources 

k. Geological Fealures of Sile and 
Adjacent Areas 

Project \later Quantilies for Various 
Uses 

Water Supply Sources b, T )lpe 

\later Conservation Stralegies Under 
Consideration 
\later Discharges and Pollulion Conlrol 
Fuel Deliver,,, Storage .. \laste Disposal.. 

p. and Pollution Control 

q. Air Emissions and Control S,stems 

Noise Emissions and Control s,s1ems 

Status of Applications 

Florida Power & Light Company 

EHisting Land Uses 
Primarily conifer plantation and forest regeneration areas 

Pine trees and wetlands 

General Environment Features On and In the Site Vicinlt!I 

Site is primarily tree plantation and forest regeneration areas 

None obser1o1ed 

No natural resources of regional significance status at or ad1acent to the site. 

FPL Duval-Raven 230kV Transmiulon line along N bounda1y, Lake Butler-Price 115kV transmission line from 
N\./ to SE across property. Georgia Southern and Florida Railroad defines S\./ boundary. Community of Lulu 
1. 75 S of property. 

The design includes an approHimately 74.5 MW solar tracking panel PV facility, on-site transmission 
substation, and site stormwater system. Mitigation for unavoidable Impacts, if required, may oocw th1ough off­
site mitigation. 

Solar facilities are permitted in unincorporated agriculturally zoned areas at this tfme. 

The site selection criteria included system load, tr .. nsmission interconnection, economics, and environmental 
compatibility (e.g., wetlands, wildhfe, threatened and endangered speoiH, etc.). 

EHisting onsite w ate! resources may be used to meet water requirements if permit is pulled. Otherw tse, water will 
need to be trucked from off-site. 

See figures in the following pages. Site is located In the Panhandle region. 

Cooling: Not Applicable for Solar 
Process; Not Applicable for Solar 
Potable: Minimal 
Panel Cleaning; Minimal and only needed in the absence of sufficient 1ainf all 

Cooling: Not Applicable for Solar 
Process. Not Applicable for Solar 
Potable and Panel Cleaning: Onsite well or surf ace water or delivered to site 

Sola1 (PV) does not require a permanent water sou1ce. Addilional water conse1vat1on strategies include 
selection ,and planting of low-to-no inigation gr ass or groundcover. 

Sola1 does not require fuel and no waste products will be generated at the site. 

Solar does not require fuel and no waste p1oducts will be generated at th&> site. 

Fuel- PV Solar energy generation does not use any type of combustion fuel, therefore there will be no air 
emissions or need for Cont1ol Systems. 
Combustion Control - Not Applicable 
Combustor Desian - Not Apolicable 

PV Solar energy generation does not emit noise therefore there will be no need for noise control systems. 

FDEP ERP Issued: 1013012023 
FDEP 404 GP l"uod: 10/3012023 

464 
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Florida Power & Light Company 

Price Creek Solar Energy Center 
Facility Layout Map 

467 

.. 
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Site Description, Environmental, and Land Use Information: 

Supplemental Information 

Preferred Site #17: Norton Creek Battery Storage Center, Madison 

County 

Florida Power & Light Company 513 
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Preferred Site Norton Creek Batter, Storage 
Count? Madison County 
F acilit? Acreage Sacres 
COD 713112026 
For PV facilities: tracking or fiHed NIA 

Reference Maps 
a. USGSMap 
b. Proposed Facilities La,out 

See Figures in the following pages 
c. Map of Site and Adjacent Areas 
d. Land Use Map of site and Adjacent Areas 
e. EHisting Land Uses 

Site Solar facility, Norton Creek SEC, and Ag land for future Middle Lake SEC 

Adjacent Areas Agricultural lands 

f. General Environment Features On and In th" Site Vicinit? 

1 Natural EntJironment Site was silviculture 

2 Listed Species SE American Kestrels and Gopher Tortoise 

3 Natural Resources of Regional Significance 
Status 

Norton Creek 

4 Other Significant Features FPL is not aw are of any other significant features of the site. 
The design includes a battery energy storage system (BESS), stormw ater system, and 

g. Design Features and Mitigation Options transmission substation and an on-site transmission interconnection line and ROW. 
Mitigation for unavoidable impacts, if required, may occur through off-site mitigation. 

h. 
Local Government Future Land Use Solar facilities including co-located battery storage are permitted in agriculturally zoned 
Designations areas at this time. 

The site selection criteria included system load, transmission interconnection, economics, 
i. Site Selection Criteria Factors and environmental compatibility (e.g., wetlands, wildlife, threatened and endangered 

species, etc.). 

EHisting onsite water resources may be used to meet water requirements if permit is pulled or 
j. \later Resources if the facility has an existing CUP/\./UP or meets \.IMO permit-by-rule criteria. Otherwise, 

water will need to be trucked from off-site. 

k. 
Geological Features of Site and Adiacent 

See Figure in the following pages. 
A1eas 

Cooling: Not Applicable for Battery 
I. Project \later Quantities for Various Uses Process: Not Applicable for Battery 

Potable: Minimal 
Cooling: Not Applicable for Battery 

m. \later Suppl, Sources b11 T11pe Process: Not Applicable for Battery 
Potable: Onsite well or deliYered to site 

n. 
Water Conservation Strategies Under 

Batteries do not require a permanent water source. 
Consideration 

0. \later Discharges and Pollution Control Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be employed to preYent and control inadYertent 
release of pollutants. 

p. 
Fuel Deliver11. Storage. Waste Disposal. 

Batteries do not require fuel and now aste products will be generated at the site. 
and Pollution Control 

Fuel -Battery projects do not use any type of combustion fuel: therefore. there will be no air 

q. Air Emissions and Control Systems 
emissions or need for Control Systems. 
Combustion Control - Not Applicable 
Combustor Design - Not Applicable 

r. Noise Emissions and Control S!li'stems 
If applicable, noise control system will be installed if results from any required sound noise 
studies show the need for one. 

s. Status of Applications FDEP ERP: Issued on 211112025 

Florida Power & Light Company 514 
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Norton Cree Battery Energy Storage Site 

c:J Norton Creek Battery Energ Stt::Jragr S 
Faoll La ap • 

Solar Energy Center 

Florida Power & Light Company 517 
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Site Description, Environmental, and Land Use Information: 

Supplemental Information 

Preferred Site #30: Middle Lake Solar Energy Center, Madison County 

Florida Power & Light Company 578 
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Preferred Site Middle Lake Solar Energll Center 
Count, Madison County 
F acilit)ll Acreage 524 
COD 113112027 
for PV facilities: tracking or fiHed Tracking 

Reference Maps 
a. USGSMap 

,_b_._,_,P~r_o~p_o~se~d_F_a_c~ili~•i~e~s_L_a~~-o_u•~-------<See Figures in the following pages 
c. Map of Site and Adiacent Areas 

d. Land Use Map of site and Adiacent 
e. 

Site 
Adjacent Areas 

I. 

l Natural Environment 

2. Listed Species 

3. ~~~~=I Resources of Regional Significance 

4. Othe1 Significant Features 

g. Design Features and Mitigation Options 

h. 

k. 

Local Government Future Land Use 
Designations 

Site Selection Criteria Factors 

'Water Resouroes 

Geological Features of Site and 
Adiacent Areas 

Proiect Water Quaintities for Various 
Uses 

m. 'Water Supply Sources by T,pe 

n. 
'Water Conservation Strategies Under 
Consideration 

o. 'Water Oischaraes and Pollution Control 
Fuel Deliver)!, Storage, 'Waste Disposal, 

p. and Pollution Control 

q. Air Emissions and Control S)lstems 

r. Noise Emissions: and Control Systems 
s. Status of Apolioations 

Florida Power & Light Company 

[Histing Liillnd Uses 
I Pasture and silvfoulture 

I Agricutu .. u.al land», l-1u and low density residential 

General Environment Features On and In the Site Vicinitll 
Site Is open pasture that is used for cattle and silviculture. Fo1ested wetlands with other surface waters 
.associated with Norton Creek. 
Bald eagle nest and gopher tortoises 

Norton Creek runs through this property which includes Booze Lake, Middle Lake and Peterson Sink. 

Ka1st features eHist on this site. 

The design includes an approHimately 74.5 M\./ solar tracking panelPVfacffity, on-site transmission 
substation, and site sto1mwater system. Mitigation for unavoidable impacts, if required, may occur through off­
site mitigation. 

Solar facilities are pe1mitted fn unincorporated agricultu1ally zoned areas at this lime 

The site selection clite1ia included system load, t1ansmission interconnection, economics, and environmental 
compatibility (e.g., wetlands, wildlife. th1eatened and endange1ed species, etc.). 

EHisting onsite wate1 resou1ces may be used to meet water requirements if permit is pulled. Otherwise, water will 
need to be t1ucked from off-site. 

See figures in the following pages. Site Is located in the Panhandle region. 

Cooling: Not Applicable for Solar 
Process: Nol Applicable for Sola1 
Potable· Minimal 
Panel Cleaning: Minimal and only needed in the absence of sufficient rainfall 

Cooling: Not Applicable for Solar 
Process: Not Applicable fo1 Solar 
Potable and Panel Cleaning: Onsite well or surface water or delivered to site 

Sola1 (PV) does not require a permanent water source. Additional water conservation strategies include 
selection and planting of low-to-no Irrigation grass or groundcover. 

Sola1 does not require fuel and no waste oroducts will be generated at the site. 

Solar does not require fuel and no waste products will be generated at the site. 

Fuel - PV Solar energy genera ti on does not use any type of combustion fuel, therefo1e the1e will be no air 
emissions or need for Control Systems. 
Combustion Control - Not Applicable 
Combustor Design - Not Applicable 
PV Solar energy generation does not emit noise therefore there will be- no need for noise control systems. 

FDEP ERP Issued: 411512024 

579 
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M die I ai..e Solar F nel9y Cent 

Florida Power & Light Company 

Middle Lake Solar Energy Center 
Facility Layout Map 

582 

-125-



-126-



Site Description, Environmental, and Land Use Information: 

Supplemental Information 

Preferred Site #53: Union Springs Battery Storage Center, Union 

County 

Florida Power & Light Company 693 
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Preferred Site Union Springs Batter, Storage 

Count' Union County 

F acilit~ Acreage 7.74acres 

COD 713112027 
For PV facilities: tracking or fiKed NIA 

Reference Maps 
a. USGSMap 
b. Proposed facilities La,out 

See Figures in the following pages 
c. Map of Site and Adjacent Areas 
d. Land Use Map of site and Adjacent Areas 
e. EKistina Land Uses 

Site Agriculture 

Adjacent Areas Agriculture 

f . General Environment Features On and In the Site Vicinii, 

1 Natural Environment Agriculture 

2 Listed Species None 

3 
Natural Resources of Regional Significance 
Status 

None 

4 Other Significant Features FPL is not aw are of any other significant features of the site. 

g. Design Features and Mitigation Options 
The design includes a battery energy storage system (BESS), stormwater system, and 
transmission substation and an on-site transmission interconhection line. 

h. 
Local Government Future Land Use Solar facilities including co-located battery storage are permitted in agriculturally zoned 
Designations areas at this time. 

The site selection criteria included system load, transmission interconnection, economics, 
i. Site Selection Criteria Factors and environmental compatibility (e.g., wetlands, wildlife, threatened and endangered 

species, etc.). 

j. \later Resources On-site well or water will need to be trucked from off-site. 

k. 
Geological Fealures of Site and Adjacent 

See Figure in the following pages. 
Areas 

Cooling: Not Applicable for Battery 
I. Proiect \later Quantities for Various Uses Process: Not Applicable for Battery 

Potable: Minimal 
Cooling: Not Applicable for Battery 

m. Water Suppl, Sources b, T,pe Process: Not Applicable for Battery 
Potable: Onsite well or delivered to site 

n. 
\later Conservation Strategies Under 

Batteries do not require a permanent water source. 
Consideration 

o. \later Discharges and Pollution Control 
Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be employed to prevent and control inadvertent 
release of pollutants. 

p. 
Fuel Deliver,. Storage. Waste Disposal. 

Batteries do not require fuel and now aste products will be generated at the site. 
and Pollution Control 

Fuel- Battery proiects do not use any type of combustion fuel: therefore, there will be no air 

q. Air Emissions and Control Systems 
emissions or need for Control Systems. 
Combustion Control - Not Applicable 
Combustor Design - Not Applicable 

r. Noise Emissions and Control s,stems 
If applicable, noise control system will be installed if results horn any required sound noise 
studies show the need for one. 

s. Status of Applications FDEP ERP: 1212312025 

Florida Power & Light Company 694 
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CJ Union Springs Battery 

Solar Energy Cerur 

Florida Power & Light Company 

Faa i La ou a • '. U Union Springs Battery Energy Storage Site D ,,. 
. 
A'• -=::J>. 

697 
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Site Description, Environmental, and Land Use Information: 

Supplemental Information 

Preferred Site #89: New River Solar Energy Center, Union County 

Florida Power & Light Company 873 
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Preferred Site New River Solar Energ)ll Center 
Count)ll Union County 
F acilit)ll Acreage 1144 
COD 7131/202S 
For PV facilities: tracking or fiHed Tracking 

Reference Maps 
USGSMap 

rb~·-r.Pc:r~oLp~o.,.se,,d~F~a~ci'Cli'CtiC-eics~l~aL~o~u'-:l~------jSee figures: in the following pages 
Map of Site and Adjacent Areas 

d. Land Use Map of site and Adjacent .. 
Site 

Adjacent Areas 

f. 

1 Natural En>Jironment 

2 Listed Species 

3 
~:~:I Resources of Regional Significance 

4 Other Significant Features 

g. Design Features and Miligalion Op1ions 

h. 

k. 

Local Government Fu1ure Land Use 
Designations 

Site Selection Criteria factors 

'Waler Resources 

Geological features of Site and 
Adjacent Areas 

Project 'Waler Quanlilies for Various 
Uses 

'Water Suppl? Sources b' T 5i1pe 

n. 'Water Conservalion S1rategies Under 
Consideration 
'Wat er Discharges and Pollution Conlrol 
fuel Deliver'~ Storage~ \laste Disposat 

p. and Pollution Conuol 

q. Air Emissions and Control S5i1stems 

Noise Emissions and Control S5i1s:tems 
s. Status of Applications 

Florida Power & Light Company 

Existina Land Uses 
I SilYiculture 

I 5ilYiculturelSolarlRPsidential 

General Environment Features On .and In the Site Vicinity 

Silvicult1.ue 

Gopher Tortoise 

Rtchard Creek traverses thew est em bounda1y. 

FPL is not aware of any significant featufes nea1by. 
The design includes a appro>iimately 74.5 MW solar uacking panel PV facility. on-site transmission substation, 
and site stormwater system Mitigation for una1Joidable impacts. if required. may occur through on-site and off­
site mitiaation. 

Solar facilities are permitted in unincorporated agriculturally zoned areas at this time. 

The site selection criteria included system load, transmission interconnection, economics. and environmental 
compatibility (e.g., wetlands. wildhfe, threatened and endangered species, etc.). 
histing on-site water resources may be used to meet water requirements if a permit is pulled or i1 the f acihty 
has an e~dsting CUPl'WUP or meets 'WMD permit-by-rule criteria. Otherwise, water will need to be tlucked in 
from off-site. 

See Figure in the following pages. Site is located in the South region. 

Cooling: Not Applicable for Solar 
Process· Not Applicable for Solar 
Potable: Minimal 
Panel Cleaning: Minimal and only needed in the absence of sufficient rainfall 

Cooling: Not Applicable for Solar 
Process: Not Applicable for Solar 
Potable and Panel Cleaning: Onsite well or surf ace water or delivered to site 

Solar (PV) does not require a permanent water source. Additional w atef oonser1,1ation strategies include 
selection and plantina of low-to-no irrigation er ass or 01oundcover 

Solar does not reql.4ire fuel and no waste products will be generated at the s:ite. 

Solar does not require fuel and no waste products will be generated at the site. 

Fuel - PV Solar energy generation doe5 not use any type of combustion fuel; therefore, there will be no air 
emissions or need fo1 Control Systems. 
Combustion Control - Not Applicable 
Combustor Oes:ian - Not Applicable 
PV Solar energy generation does not emit noise therefore there will be no need for noise control systems. 

FOEP ERP: Pendino 

874 
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e.v Rlvf'r Solar Energy Cen 

Florida Power & Light Company 

New River Solar Energy Center 
Facility Layout Map 

877 

D 
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#37 

Central 
Florida 
Regional 
Planning 
Council 

Serving Alachua 

Bradford • Columbia 

Dixie • Gilchrist • Hamilton 

Lafayette • Levy • Madison 

Suwannee • Taylor • Union Counties 

2009 NW 67th Place, Gainesville, FL 32653 -1 603 • 352. 955. 2200 

REGIONAL CLEARINGHOUSE 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION AND RESPONSE 

Date: 6/29/26 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

#37 - Gainesville Regional Utilities-
2026 Ten-Year Site Plan 

TO: Greg Davis 
Engineering Specialist 
Florida Public Service Commission 
Capital Circle Office Center 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850 

COMMENTS ATTACHED 

_X_ NO COMMENTS REGARDING THIS PROJECT 

IF YOU HA VE ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING THESE COMMENTS, PLEASE CONTACT 
SCOTT KOONS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, AT THE NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL 
PLANNING COUNCIL AT 352.339.2489. 

v:\chouse\state\psc-1 0 year site plans\2026\ncfrpc comments gainesville regional utilities ten-year site plan 2026.docx 

Dedicated to improving the quality of life of the Region's citizens, 
by enhancing public safety, protecting regional resources, 

promoting economic development and providing technical services to local governments. 
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4. ENVIRONMENTAL AND LAND USE INFORMATION 

4.1 DESCRIPTION OF POTENTIAL SITES FOR NEW GENERA TING 
FACILITIES 

While GRU does not have firm plans to add new generating units, GRU has 

evaluated adding flexible natural gas-fueled generation at its Deerhaven site. 

4.2 DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED SITES FOR NEW GENERA TING 
FACILITIES 

Any additional system generation is expected to be sited at the existing 

Deerhaven site. Evaluation of the need for future generation is in progress. 

4.2.1 Land Use and Environmental Features 

The location of Deerhaven Generating Station is indicated on Figures 1.1 (see 

Section 1) and 4.1. The existing land use of the certified portion of the Deerhaven 

site is industrial (i.e., electric power generation and transmission and ancillary uses 

such as fuel storage and conveyance, water withdrawal , combustion product 

handling and disposal, and forest management). The site is a PS, Public Services 

and Operations District, zoned property. Surrounding land uses are primarily rural or 

agricultural with some low-density residential development. The Deerhaven site, 

which includes the Deerhaven and Deerhaven Renewable plants, encompasses 

approximately 3,474 acres. 

The Deerhaven Generating Station plant site is located in the Suwannee River 

Water Management District. Water for potable use is supplied via the City's potable 

water system. Groundwater is extracted from the Floridian aquifer. Process wastewater 

is currently collected, treated and reused on-site. The site has zero discharge of 

process wastewater to surface or ground waters. GRU uses a brine concentrator/spray 

dryer and off-site disposal of solid wastewater treatment by-products. 

41 
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4.2.2 Air Emissions 

Any generation technology installed at the Deerhaven site will meet all 

applicable standards for all pollutants regu lated for the category of emissions unit. 

42 
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QUADRANGLE LOCATION 
WITHIN STATE OF FLORIDA 

• 

Figure 4.1 

Deerhaven Generating Site 

Quadrangle Map Scale 
1: 24,000 

(1 " = 2,000'} 

Location Map: 
® 

Deerhaven Generating Station 
Data Source: USGS 7.5 Minute Quadrangle Maps: 

43 

Quad names-Alachua, Gainesville West, 
Monteocha, Gainesville East 
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#38 

Central 
Florida 
Regional 
Planning 
Council 

Serving Alachua 

Bradford • Columbia 

Dixie • Gilchrist • Hamilton 

Lafayette • Levy • Madison 

Suwannee • Taylor • Union Counties 

2009 NW 67th Place, Gainesville, FL 32653-1 603 • 352. 955. 2200 

REGIONAL CLEARINGHOUSE 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION AND RESPONSE 

Date: 6/29/26 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

#38 - Hamilton County - Fiscal Year 2025 Community Development Block Grant -
Economic Development - Application 

TO: Gary Godwin, County Coordinator 
Hamilton County 
1153 U.S. Highway 41No1ihwest, Suite 2 
Jasper, FL 32052-5897 

XC: W. Hunter Bailey, Economic Development and Grants Manager 
North Florida Professional Services, Inc. 
P.O. Box 3823 
Lake City, FL 32056-3823 

COMMENTS ATTACHED 

X NO COMMENTS REGARDING THIS PROJECT 

IF YOU HA VE ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING THESE COMMENTS, PLEASE CONTACT 
SCOTT KOONS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, AT THE NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL 
PLANNING COUNCIL AT 352.339.2489. 

v :\chouse\staff\cdbg\memos\fy25\memo _ fy25 _hamiltoncounty _ ed _ app. docx 

Dedicated to improving the quality of life of the Region's citizens, 
by enhancing public safety, protecting regional resources, 

promoting economic development and providing technical services to local governments. 
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Project Narrative - G-2 

Form SC-60 
February, 2018 

Describe the proposed project using the guidelines in the instructions. Specific directions for Commercial Revitalization and Economic Development 
application narratives can be found in the instructions. Use additional pages as needed. 

Hamilton County Board of County Commissioners is requesting Florida Small Cities Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Economic 
Development funding for Project Front Porch, a public infrastructure improvement project designed to support the location of a new private 
manufacturing operation in Hamilton County. The project will support an industrial development site located at 4786 US Highway 41 South, Jasper, 
Florida, 32052, Parcel No. 2108-010. 

The proposed CDBG-funded improvements include right-of-way and public infrastructure improvements necessary to make the site development­
ready, including roadway and access improvements, stormwater drainage improvements, potable water extensions, sanitary sewer improvements, 
lift station installation, utility coordination, site electrical improvements, surveying, geotechnical investigation, permitting, engineering, construction 
inspection, and grant administration. 

The public infrastructure improvements are necessary to support the development and operation of Stateline Pipe and Products, LLC, a new 
manufacturing company focused on reinforced concrete pipe and precast concrete products. The company has identified Hamilton County as a 
strategic location due to its proximity to Interstate 75 and Interstate 10 and its ability to serve underserved infrastructure markets across North 
Florida and South Georgia. 

The participating private business has committed to creating no fewer than 80 permanent full-time jobs over time. The project will support private 
capital investment, expand the Co unty's industrial base, increase local employment opportunities, and strengthen the long-term tax base of Hamilton 
County. 

The project will meet the CDBG Economic Development national objective through job creation, with at least 51 percent of the jobs created made 
available to be held by low and moderate income individuals. The proposed activities are directly tied to the job creation location and are necessary 
to support the private manufacturing operation. 

6 73(-23.0030, FAC 
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Application Profile -Table G-1 (Continued) 

Citizen Participation - Public Hearings 

Documentation of the citizen participation activities must be included in Appendix D of Part 9. 

List the date that the public notice List the date when 
for the first public hearing was published: Friday, January 30, 2026 the first public hearing was held: 

List the date that the public notice List the date when 

Form SC-60 
February, 2018 

Wednesday, February 4, 2026 

for the second public hearing was published: Monday, May 4, 2026 the second public hearing was held: Tuesday, May 12, 2026 

Subgrant Funding Request: 

At the bottom of the column, enter the actual subgrant amount being requested. 

Subgrant Funds Being Requested: $ 2, 770,555.00 

4 73(-23.0030, FAC 
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Appendix A-Jurisdiction Map Hamilton County, Florida 
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#39 

Central 
Florida 
Regional 
Planning 
Council 

Serving Alachua 

Bradford • Columbia 

Dixie • Gilchrist • Hamilton 

Lafayette • Levy • Madison 

Suwannee • Taylor • Union Counties 

2009 NW 67th Place, Gainesville, FL 32653 -1 603 • 352. 955. 2200 

REGIONAL CLEARINGHOUSE 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION AND RESPONSE 

Date: 6129126 

PROJECT DESCRJPTION 

#39 - City of Lake City- Fiscal Year 2025 Community Development Block Grant -
Neighborhood Revitalization - Application 

TO: Dakota Braun, Grant Program Specialist 
City of Lake City 
205 North Marion A venue 
Lake City, FL 32055-3918 

COMMENTS ATTACHED 

__x_ NO COMMENTS REGARDING THIS PROJECT 

IF YOU HA VE ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING THESE COMMENTS, PLEASE CONTACT 
SCOTT KOONS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, AT THE NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL 
PLANNING COUNCIL AT 352.339.2489. 

v :\chouse\staff\cdbg\memos\fy25\memo _ fy25 _ ci t:yoflakec ity _nr _ app.docx 

Dedicated to improving the quality of life of the Region's citizens, 
by enhancing public safety, protecting regional resources, 

promoting economic development and providing technical services to local governments. 
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Project Narrative - G-2 

Form SC-60 
February, 2018 

The City of Lake City is requesting $211,000 in CDBG-NR funds to repave approximately 0.3 miles of NW Georgia Avenue, from Early Street to Wilson 
Street in Lake City, Florida. This residential two-lane roadway is heavily used by the residents of the immediate neighborhood and by several 
surrounding streets, serving as a daily route for school transportation, emergency responders, and local service providers. The project addresses an 
unaddressed need in an area where the majority of households are low to moderate income and where road deterioration has progressively affected 
mobility, safety, and the overall quality of life. 

NW Georgia Avenue has deteriorated due to age, weather conditions, and frequent traffic. Cracking, potholes, and uneven pavement have made 
travel increasingly difficult. These conditions slow emergency response times, cause wear on vehicles, and contribute to a general decline in the 
neighborhood's appearance and functionality. Resurfacing the roadway will restore safe travel conditions and help prevent more significant repair 
needs in the future. 

Although the City has allocated $605,741 for road resurfacing, the number of streets requiring improvements exceeds current resources. As a result, 
streets such as NW Georgia Avenue could wait several years for attention without supplemental funding. CDBG-NR support is necessary to address 
this high-priority need in a timely manner. 

The proposed project consists of two primary activities: 

1. Professional Engineering Services 
Engineering services will include roadway design, construction oversight, and inspection to ensure that the improvements meet safety standards, 
durability expectations, and CDBG requirements. This work is essential because the City does not maintain dedicated engineering staff and outside 
expertise helps ensure that resurfacing is completed correctly and cost-effectively. This activity meets an unaddressed need, as engineering oversight 
is necessary to support proper construction and avoid future maintenance problems. CDBG funding is needed because the City's limited resurfacing 
funds are already committed to multiple priority areas. Without this assistance, the engineering portion of the project would likely be postponed 
along with the construction itself. The purpose of the engineering work is straightforward: to guide and monitor construction to ensure a safe, 
durable, and compliant roadway. Engineering services will begin with the project and follow the same timeline, starting in April 2027 and concluding 
by September 2027. The work covers the full 1,700 linear feet of NW Georgia Avenue within the project limits. The engineering cost totals $28,000. 

2. Road Construction (Milling, Resurfacing, and Striping) 
The core construction activity involves milling the existing pavement, resurfacing the roadway, and installing appropriate striping along the 
1,700-foot stretch of NW Georgia Avenue. This segment shows extensive pavement wear caused by age and heavy daily use. These conditions 
present safety issues for drivers and pedestrians and reduce the effectiveness of emergency response. Resurfacing this corridor addresses an 
unaddressed need by restoring dependable access for residents and improving neighborhood conditions. 

6 73(-23.0030, FAC 
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Form SC-60 
February, 2018 

Because both activities directly support infrastructure improvements in a predominantly LMI neighborhood, it meets the national objective of 
benefiting low and moderate income persons. 450 LMI residents out of a total of 475 individuals in Block Group 2, Census Tract 1102.02, will benefit 
from the resulting improvements. 

CDBG support is critical because the cost of resurfacing needs across the city far exceeds available local funding. With many streets in similar 
condition, this project would not be scheduled for improvement for several years without the requested CDBG-NR assistance. 

Construction is planned to begin in April 2027 and be completed by September 2027. All work will occur within the City's jurisdiction. No portions of 
the resurfacing extend outside the project area, and no conflicts are anticipated with state or county roadway projects. If any part of the project falls 
within a flood-prone area, Lake City participates in the National Flood Insurance Program and complies with all related requirements. The total 
construction cost is $183,000. 

This activity meets the national objective of benefiting LMI residents, as 94.7% of the area's population is low or moderate income. All 475 residents 
will benefit from the improved roadway conditions, 450 of which are LMI. The purpose of the construction work is to restore safe, reliable travel 
along a key neighborhood corridor that residents depend on daily. 

Together, these activities will address critical infrastructure needs within an underserved neighborhood, enhance safety and mobility, and improve 
overall community stability and livability. The project aligns with local priorities and ensures that limited resources are used efficiently to benefit a 
predominantly LMI service area. 

7 73C-23.0030, FAC 
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Service Area Map Block Group 2, Census Tract 1102.02 
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100-Year Flood Prone Area Map SRWMD Flood Report 
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