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New map to be added and adopted as part of Comprehensive Plan:
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Source: Alachua County 2040 Mobility Plan & Mobility Fee Technical Report, August 2023
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Map 168. Fransportatton Mobility Fee Benefit Districts

Replace existing adopted map below with updated map that follows.
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Updated Map, Mobility Fee Benefit Districts:

Source: Alachua County 2040 Mobility Plan & Mobility Fee Technical Report, August 2023

Propared by
-

Atachua County Comprehensive Plan Proposed Evaluation & Appraisal Based Amendments
May 7, 2026 - For State Agency Transmittal

Transportation Mobility Element
Page TME-27

-79-



-80-

Map +19. Airport Facilities tocator-Map in Alachua County

Replace existing adopted map below with updated map that follows.
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Updated Map, Airport Facilities in Alachua County:

Airport Facilities in Alachua County
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Note: Map depicts the general location of public and
private airports and airstrips in Alachua County, Florida.

Data Source: University of Florida GeoPlan Center, "Aviation
Transportation Facilities Boundaries in Florida - 2016".
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The following existing adopted map is to be deleted.
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CONSERVATION AND OPEN SPACE ELEMENT

Formatting Key:

e Struckthrough text is proposed for deletion
e Underlined text is proposed to be added

e Regular textis currently adopted language

GOAL

TO CONSERVE, MANAGE AND RESTORE OR ENHANCE THE NATURAL AND HUMAN-RELATED
RESOURCES OF ALACHUA COUNTY TO ENSURE LONG-TERM ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY FOR THE
FUTURE.

1.0 CONSERVATION OVERVIEW

OBJECTIVE 1.1 - CONSERVATION STRATEGIES
Embrace multiple, diverse strategies for the conservation of natural systems in Alachua County.

Policy 1.1.1  The County shall promote the long-term maintenance of natural systems through a
comprehensive approach that involves education, public participation, regulations,
incentives, acquisition, intergovernmental coordination, and other appropriate
mechanisms.

Policy 1.1.2 Alachua County shall continue to implement the protection standards for wetlands,

gn ant habitat, listed species habita trategic eco ems, and significan

Al a County Home Rule Charter tion 1.4.

OBJECTIVE 1.2 - CONSERVATION AS PRIORITY
Establish environmental conservation as a priority in all decision-making for Alachua County.

Policy 1.2.1 Any decision may directly or indirectly affect the conservation, management,
preservation, enhancement, and use of the natural resources of Alachua County. It
is the intent of this Element that County officials, staff, and citizens constantly
monitor all decisions for the effects they may have on appropriate conservation and
use of resources, and that such decisions be made with consideration given to the
principles and policies of the Comprehensive Plan and this Element.

Policy 1.2.2 The County shall establish as a priority all principles and policies in this Element
when making decisions concerning new or expanded public facilities.

Alachua County Comprehensive Plan Proposed Evaluation & Appraisal Based Amendments Conservation & Open Space Element
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2.0 ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION MANAGEMENT

OBJECTIVE 2.1 - INFORMATION SYSTEM

Establish an information system for the natural resources and human-related resources associated
with the natural environment, and be proactive in providing public access to this information. Use
the information system to measure environmental quality necessary to protect and maintain natural
resources that provide a safe and healthy environment for all living things in Alachua County.

Policy 2.1.1 The County shall update and maintain the Conservation Element Map Series and
related information system containing data relevant to the protection of the
environmental quality of Alachua County's natural resources. The information shall
include, at a minimum, an inventory and maps of:

(a) Surface waters, wetlands and floodplains;

(b) Groundwater resources, including high aquifer recharge areas and wellfield
protection areas, and groundwater quality;

(c) Strategic ecosystems;

(d) Listed species and their habitat;

(e) Public parks, preserves and forests, including those held in fee and less than
fee simple ownership, such as conservation easements and leaseholds;

(f) Significant geologic features;

(g) Seentecorridors; County-designated scenic roads;

(h) Hazard areas including fire and flood prone areas, and existing and potential
hazardous materials storage, treatment, and disposal sites; and

(i) Alachua County soil survey and maps.

) Open space and greenways.

Policy 2.1.2 Alachua County shall estabtish—a—monitoringprogram—tsing continually monitor
performance indicators to-determine relating to the health of the County’s natural
resources. The—-monitoring-program—shattbe-devetoped-aspartof-a-speciat-wo

as (a) Indicators of natural resource losses:
4 (1) Loss of various types of habitat, including wetlands and uplands.

2= (2) Increase in density or intensity of zoning, land use and developmentin
conservation areas.

4- (3) Acres of land converted from agriculture and silviculture.
5- (4) Habitat fragmentation.
6 (5b) Acres of forest converted to ptantations-silviculture.

Alachua County Comprehensive Plan Proposed Evaluation & Appraisal Based Amendments Conservation & Open Space Element
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b: (b) Indicators of natural resource gains:

4 (1) Number of acres of preservation land that is permanently protected
2. (2) Number of acres of land that is restored to more natural functioning or
quality.

3= (3) Number and acreage of farms using sustainable practices for
irrigation, fertilizing, and disposal of animal wastes.

4 (4) Number of housing developments utilizing native plant materials.
5. (5) Acres of forest under certified sustainable management.

€- (c) Indicators whose change may show either natural resources gains or losses:
4+ (1) Tree canopy.
2: (2} Air quality.
3: (3) Surface water and ground water quality.

4. (4) Results of voluntary community-based species counts such as
Audubon bird counts.

5- {5) Number of listed and/or indicator (key) species.

(b) Indicators shall be tracked and measured incrementally using a geographic
information system aspa retandtse Anrtng-and-deve
processes.

(c) The County shall implement a performance-based development review

process based on selected indicators in conjunction with items in the natural
resources checklist referenced in Policy 3.4.1.

(d) The County anntatty shall periodically compile and review data on selected
indicators to determine resource losses and gains and the impacts of
development on natural resources in Alachua County.

(e) These data shall be gathered from best available existing sources, including
development review data, aerial photography, and mapping resources of
other governmental agencies, academic institutions, and non-profit
organizations.

(f) The review shall include an evaluation of the effectiveness of current policies
and land development regulations, and identification of areas that need
improvement to ensure the meaningful protection of natural resources.

OBJECTIVE 2.2 - EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

Increase public understanding of natural resources issues and provide access to the most current
and reliable information so that the public may make informed decisions regarding their health,
welfare, and safety.

Alachua County Comprehensive Plan Proposed Evaluation & Appraisal Based Amendments Conservation & Open Space Element
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Policy 2.2.1 The County shall encourage environmental stewardship among all citizens of
Alachua County by advancing conservation principles in the everyday operations of
Alachua County.

Policy 2.2.2 The County shall implement proactive, innovative, and creative educational
programs with a focus on encouraging behavior change concerning natural resource
protection isstes including, but not limited to:

e Airquality;

e Surface water protection and

o wWetlands quality and function;

e Groundwater quality and vulnerability;
e Water conservation;

¢ Wildlife and aquatic species and habitat;
e Native vegetative communities;

e Invasive species control;

e Natural areas protection;

e Agricultural preservation;

e Sustainable agriculture and forestry;

e Soil conservation;

o Energy conservation;

e Flood and fire hazard mitigation;

e Hazardous waste; and

e Waste management.

Policy 2.2.3 The County shall activety pursue interactive public involvement and functional
partnerships with the School Board of Alachua County, private schools, the
University of Florida and Santa Fe College, the Alachua County Extension Office, and
environmental and agricultural organizations, for the purposes of developing and
disseminating educational materials and programs.

Policy 2.2.4 The County shall develop and disseminate information buttetins regarding
development review regulations and-eriterta which can be used inthe-fiete-by-fietd
technicians to promote environmentally responsible land use and development
practices.

Policy 2.2.5 Educational materials shall be made available to developers, homeowners, and
other interested citizens concerning proper maintenance, management, restoration,
and development in natural areas (for example, habitat creation, endangered
species, management of development ponds, wetlands vegetation, xeriscape
landscaping, water quality, and water conservation).

Policy 2.2.6 The County shall recognize individuals, groups, developments and projects that
exemplify concepts of environmental stewardship embodied in the Comprehensive
Plan.

Policy 2.2.7 The County shall aetively pursue funding sources for environmental protection
programs that foster based-en volunteer participation;—such-asthe-River keepers;

Alachua County Comprehensive Plan Proposed Evaluation & Appraisal Based Amendments Conservation & Open Space Etement
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Policy 2.2.8 Where consistent with natural resources protection, the County shall provide
interactive opportunities for education and public viewing and enjoyment of wildlife
at County-owned lands.

3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL LAND USE CATEGORIES

OBJECTIVE 3.1 - CONSERVATION LAND USE CATEGORYIES

A conservation land use category shall be established to recognize and protect natural resources
within privately owned lands in Alachua County utilizing appropriate regulatory, acquisition, and
incentive mechanisms.

Policy 3.1.1 3 ]
€conservation areas shall also consist of natural resources that because of thelr
ecological value, unigueness and particular sensitivity to development activities,
require stringent protective measures to sustain their ecological integrity. These
areas shallinclude:
(a) Wetlands;
(b) Surface waters;
(c) 100-year floodplains;
(d) Listed species habitat;
(e) Significant geologic features;
(f) Strategic ecosystems; and
(g) Champion trees and Landmark Live Oaks
Alachua County Comprehensive Plan Proposed Evaluation & Appraisal Based Amendments Conservation & Open Space Element
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Policy 3.1.2

Policy 3.1.3

Policy 3.1.4

Policy 3.1.5

In conservation areas, the following uses, if otherwise consistent with the
Comprehensive Plan, generalty shall be permitted to the extent that they do not
significantly alter the natural functions of the conservation area:

(a) Public and private conservation, recreation and open space uses.
(b) Public and private wildlife preserves, game management and refuge areas.
(c) Water conservation and retention/detention areas that are determined to be

appropriate for stormwater management.
(d) Agricultural uses, employing latest applicable best management practices.

Conservation areas shall be developed only in a manner consistent with protection
of the ecological integrity of natural resources, and in accordance with standards
which are outlined subsequently in this Element.

All conservation areas should be avoided as potential locations for personal wireless
service facilities.

Certain resources such as mineral resources and high aquifer recharge areas,
because of their location, nature, or extent cannot be protected to the extent of
conservation areas, but have been identified for protection in this Element. Policies
applicable to these resources shall be those specific policies in Section 4 which
apply to development activities within or affecting such areas and policies which
apply generally to natural resources.

OBJECTIVE 3.2 - PRESERVATION LAND USE CATEGORY
A preservation land use category shall be established to recognize and protect natural resources
within publicly owned lands in Alachua County.

Policy 3.2.1  Preservation areas shall consist of publicly owned lands, including lands owned and
managed by non-profit conservation organizations, which are intended for use as
natural reserves or managed conservation lands for the preservation of natural
resources in perpetuity.

Policy 3.2.2  Preservation areas shall include butarenottimited-to:

(a) Atustin-Carey-MemortatForest;

(b) Goethe-State Forest{WatermetonPond-Unit)

(c) GumRootSwamp-ConservationArea:

(d) take-Atto-Swamp;

(e) tochtoosa-Witdtife-Conservation-Area;

(f) Oteno-StatePark;

(g8) Srangetake(BircHstand);

(h) PaynesPrairie PreserveState-Patk;

(i) Poe-Springs;

)] Praitie-Creek-Conservation-Area;

(k) RiverRisePreserve-StatePark:

] SantetascoHammockPreserveStatePark;

(m) Santate Swamp-Conservation-Area;

(n) Warren-Cave;and
Alachua County Comprehensive Plan Proposed Evaluation & Appraisal Based Amendments Conservation & Open Space Etement
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Pproperty acquired in fee or less than fee simple for preservation by federal,
state, and local agencies, Water Management Districts, local municipalities,
non-profits, or Alachua County for use as natural reserves or managed
conservation lands for the preservation of natural resources in perpetuity.
The identification of less-than-fee properties as preservation areas will be
based on the management goals and objectives for the property. Fhis

’ ’ ’

Policy 3.2.3 A management plan shall be developed for each preservation area by the responsible
public agency, in accordance with the following:

(a)
(1)

(2)

(3)
4)

(5)

(6)

(d)

The management plan shall include but is not limited to:

Documents and maps that identify the location of areas and natural
resources to be preserved, including any protective buffers.

An assessment of the existing quality and characteristics of the natural
resources to be preserved and/or restored.

A description of the goals and objectives for each site.

A description of all proposed uses, including existing and any proposed
physical and access improvements.

A description of activities that will be performed to protect, restore, or
enhance the natural resources to be preserved.

A set of schedules and assignments of responsibility for specific
implementation activities to be performed as part of the management
plan.

The management plan shall take into account the ownership interests of
public and private entities and provide for protection of private ownership
interests.

If a preservation area is subject to a conservation easement, the agreement
for the conservation easement may serve as the management plan in the
absence of a management plan.

The land shall be subject to the conservation policies of the Comprehensive
Plan that are applicable to the resources within those areas.

OBJECTIVE 3.3 - FUTURE LAND USE MAP

ldentify conservation and preservation areas on the Future Land Use Map.

Policy 3.3.1-3.3.3. No proposed changes.

Policy 3.3.4. Site Specific Delineation: The parcel-specific boundaries of preservation and
conservation areas shall be verified by ground surveys conducted in the course of

special studies, of development review, or as part of Alachua County Forever or
similar land acquisition programs. County-initiated mapping efforts shall be

performed at the County’s expense, except when an applicant seeks land use
change, zoning change, or development approval prior to the completion of the

Atachua County Comprehensive Plan Proposed Evaluation & Appraisal Based Amendments Conservation & Open Space Element
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County’s mapping efforts, consistent with policies 3.4.2 and 4.10.3. Conservation
policies shall be applied based on the resulting site-specific delineation.

OBJECTIVE 3.4 - DEVELOPMENT REVIEW PROCESS

Protect natural resources during the land use planning and development review process from
activities that would significantly damage the ecological integrity of these areas. The applicability of
the policies and standards in this section shall be determined for all development at each stage of
the land use planning, zoning, and development review and permitting process.

Policy 3.4.1-3.4.3. No proposed changes.

Policy 3.4.4. For eeftafﬁ oronosed land use or zonln,q changes or developments located wﬁ-hm

afouﬁdadjagen_t_o State parks and preserves, the County shall notify and request
comments from the State Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP) concerning
potential |mpacts that such developmeﬁts gctlone could have on the State parks or

DivisionofRecreationand-Parks: Informatlon provided by DRP shall be conSIdered

with other comments during rezonings-and-the-devetepment the review processes
prior to making final decisions regarding proposeddevetopments such actions.

OBJECTIVE 3.5 - DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS

OBJECTIVE 3.6 - RESOURCE PROTECTION STANDARDS

Protect natural resources by requiring that all development activities be conducted in accordance
with at least minimum resource protection standards.

Policy 3.6.1-3.6.4. No proposed changes.

Alachua County Comprehensive Plan Proposed Evaluation & Appraisal Based Amendments Conservation & Open Space Element
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Policy 3.6.5 Development on land that includes conservation areas shall be sited and designed
according to the following standards and consistent with policies under Objective

5.2:

(a)

(b)

The preservation of conservation areas shall be required on all development
sites to the greatest extent possible, consistent with standards which are
outlined subsequently in this Element.

Density or intensity shall be transferred from conservation areas to non-
conservation portions of the property, to adjoining property under common
ownership or management and within a unified development, or to other
development receivership areas, at a rate consistent with that of the
underlying zoning district, but not to exceed the maximum density allowed by
the land use designation.

When there are no non-conservation areas to which density or intensity may
be transferred, the development shall be clustered in the portion of the site
that will result in teast environmental impact.

When connection—to central sewer is not required available, septic wastes
shall be disposed of according to the Comprehensive Plan, tand
development regulations, and health department standards, and without
adversely affecting ecosystem health. When septic systems must be
installed within surface water and wetland buffers they must be located and
designed to minimize impacts to regulated resources as determined in the
Land Development Regulations and Water Quality Code:; Enhanced Nutirent
Reducing Systems may be required in such areas.

Existing landscape connections to other conservation areas shall be
maintained so that fragmentation is avoided.

Policy 3.6.6 - 3.6.10. No proposed changes.

Policy 3.6.11 Septic tanks and drainfields shall be sited in a manner to protect conservation areas

from the d|scharge of |mproperly treated effluent. %wseﬁﬁa&ema%nfe—eysfems

The Countv shall consuder amendments to its land develooment re,qulatlons and

inan i ti
tain ci i to prot terr

and meet other goals an jectives of this Element.

Policy 3.6.12 - 3.6.15. No proposed changes
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4.0 NATURAL RESOURCES

OBJECTIVE 4.1 - AIR RESOURCES

Alachua County shall take appropriate steps to maintain or improve ambient air quality to ensure the
protection of public health and the environment and to exceed compliance with state and national
ambient air quality standards.

Policy 4.1.1 The County shall track and maintain awareness of air quality regulatory issues and
new emission sources which have the potential to impact ambient air quality in the
County including the potential to increase the levels of hazardous air pollutants in
the County.

Policy 4.1.2 The County shall maintain an inventory of greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) for
County operations and the local community, and shall develop and implement a plan

to reduce countywnde GHG emissions by 80% from 2009 baseline emissions by 2050;

g e 6 and a short term goal of 5%

Policy 4.1.3 The County shall maintain an air quality public education function that has the
following components:

(a) A general air quality website to provide the public with educational
information about air quality, radon and indoor air pollution issues.

(b) Aradon information education program that informs the public about the soil
radon potential in different areas of Alachua County.

Policy 4.1.4 All incineration, prescrlbed open burnlng, and yard trash burnlng shall be conducted

and Chapter 51-2, Florida Administrative Code.

(a) Open burning of land clearing debris in the urban cluster shall be prohibited.
This does not prectude burning of vegetative debris accumutated as a result
of cleanup from a local emergency or severe weather event, such as a
hurricane or tornado. Such burning shall only be conducted with a permit
from the appropriate local or state agency(s).

(b) In lieu of burning, the following practices shall be used:
(1) Vegetative debris may be ground and used as mulch or compost onsite;

(2) Vegetative debris may be delivered to an appropriately permitted facility
for processing and disposal;

(3) Non-vegetative land clearing debris must be separated out of the
vegetative debris and transported to an appropriately permitted facility
for processing and disposal.

Alachua County Comprehensive Plan Proposed Evatuation & Appraisal Based Amendments Conservation & Open Space Element
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(c) Prescribed burning for fuel reduction or maintenance of ecosystem health

shall be in accordance with Chapter 590, Florida Statutes and Chapter 51-2,
Florida Administrative Code, and any applicable a land management plan,
— I ; o
Policy 4.1.5 Factors contributing to the maintenance or improvement of air guality shall be
identified and considered during land use planning and devetopment review. These
factors include but are not limited to:

(a) Increased use of mass transit and non-motorized modes of transportation,
and the promotion of a land development pattern conducive to support of
public transportation, including containment of urban development in
existing urban areas or carefully planned expansions of urban areas;

(b) Increased use of green space in site planning for all types of development and
along major roadways; and

(c) Increased strategic planting of trees and shrubs to shade streets and
buildings, and use physical barriers if necessary to reduce particulate air
pollution, and reduce energy consumption and new carbon dioxide
generation caused by combustion of fossil fuels; and

(d) Control of airborne dust generated from land clearing and site preparation
activities. Control may involve the use of techniques such as temporary silt
fencing, immediate seeding or sodding, permanent vegetative buffering,
phasing land clearing with development, or sprinkling the area with water.

(e) Promotion of industries that exceed Federal and State air quality and
emission standards.

Policy 4.1.6 The County shall pursue and support programs that reduce adverse impacts on air
quality due to traffic emissions by encouraging use of public transit, multiple
ridership in automobiles, and safe use of bikeways.

Policy 4.1.7 Asbestos shall be surveyed for and removed by a licensed contractor prior to
demolition or renovation of all buildings.

Policy 4.1.8 The County shall establish a tree planting program to improve air quality in

designated areas.

OBJECTIVE 4.2 - SOILS AND SLOPES. No changes to this section.

OBJECTIVE 4.3 - MINERAL RESOURCES

Regulate extraction activities so that they do not adversely affect the quality of air, groundwater,
surface water, land, and wildlife.

Policy 4.3.1

Alachua County Comprehensive Plan Proposed Evaluation & Appraisal Based Amendments Conservation & Open Space Element
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Policy 4.3.2

Policy 4.3.3

Policy 4.3.4

Policy 4.3.5

Policy 4.3.6

Policy 4.3.7

i i S ) L p -
these activities do not adversely affect established residential areas, conservation,

or preservation areas identified on the Future Land Use Map, or adversely affect

t tati rri t Lit i f ter, lan
ildlife i ty. L t ti hall ini
dress the following:
(a) ification
may be permitted. a-mintng-and-e
(b) Restriction of mining and excavation in conservation and preservation areas.
(c) Provisions for avoidance, minimization, and mitigation of adverse impacts,

including but not limited to impacts related to noise, lighting, traffic, habitat,
listed species, air, surface water and ground water quality and quantity.

(d) Standards for reclamation and reuse that provide for restoration of the
functions of natural systems.

The quality and quantity of ground and surface waters shall not be significantly
altered through extraction operations. Potential groundwater impacts shall be
evaluated by the applicant prior to commencement of mining activities as part of the
permitting process. Water quality and quantity monitoring activities at extraction
sites shall be reviewed by the County. Costs for providing water quality and quantity
monitoring at extraction sites shall be borne by the extractor.

Extraction operations shall minimize potential adverse impacts to surrounding areas
and use specific mitigation criteria to minimize air, noise, and traffic impacts.

Buffer zones shall be established adjacent to natural streams and watercourses and
existing parks and preserves so that they will not be adversely impacted by extraction
activities.

Mining activities shallnot be initiated in established residential areas or in designated
conservation or preservation areas identified on the Future Land Use Map. New
residential developments shall be restricted in the vicinity of operating mines or shall
provide for adequate buffers and noise abatement. Areas containing sources of
commercially valuable minerals shall be protected from the encroachment of
incompatible tand uses.

Alachua County Comprehensive Ptan Proposed Evaluation & Appraisal Based Amendments Conservation & Open Space Etement
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OBJECTIVE 4.4 - GEOLOGICAL RESOURCES
Protect and maintain significant natural geologic features such as special karst features -- springs,
caves and sinkholes in their natural condition.

Policy 4.4.1

Policy 4.4.2

Policy 4.4.3

Policy 4.4.4

Policy 4.4.5

Policy 4.4.6

Policy 4.4.7

Significant geologic features, such as springs, caves, sinkholes, and other karst
features, shall be identified and evaluated for their importance to the overall natural
resource system of the County.

Outstanding geologic features, such as certain springs, sinkholes, and caves, shall
be considered for acquisition, provided appropriate protective management can be
assured.

In instances where geologic features function as habitats for listed species, special
protection will be provided commensurate with the character of the habitat.

Significant geologicat features shall be accurately identified on development
proposals. The Development Review Committee shall require strategies for
protecting these features during construction and after development. These
strategies shall address:

(a) Inclusion of significant geologic features as part of common open space;

(b) Utilization of principles of good landscape design to incorporate features as
aesthetic elements;

(c) Pretreatment of stormwater runoff, in accordance with County and water
management district rules and regulations, prior to discharging to karst
geology features;

(d) Geophysical studies may be required where karst features are prominent and
conduit flow is known to exist in order to best inform stormwater & site
design;

(e) The identification of the appropriate level of treatment of wastewater effluent
(which may require Enhanced Nutrient Removing septic systems) prior to
discharge to any karst geology features; and

(f) Perimeter edge buffering around features to maintain natural context, edge
vegetation, and structural protection.

The County shall eooperate coordinate with municipalities on the protection of
groundwater within any watershed having the Floridan aquifer exposed in sinks or
open pits to potentially harmful deposition of atmospheric and other non-point
source surface pollution where citizens of the County may be affected.

The County shall establish management strategies for sinkholes and sinkhole-prone
areas that protect water quality, hydrologic integrity, and ecological value.
Management strategies may include, among other techniques, filling and
development restrictions, buffers, runoff diversion, muck and debris removal, berm
and weir construction, and filtration.
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OBJECTIVE 4.5 - GROUNDWATER AND SPRINGS

Protect and conserve the quality and quantity of groundwater and springs resources to ensure long-
term public health and safety, potable water supplies from surficial, intermediate, and Floridan
aquifers, adeguate flow to springs, and the ecological integrity of natural resources.

Policy 4.5.1 The County shall establish a comprehensive wellhead protection program through
implementation of the Murphree Wellfield Code and the Hazardous Materials
Management Code to protect current and future public water supply needs from
potential adverse effects from incompatible land uses and activities.

fay The County shall assist the WMDs and the municipalities with environmental
suitability analysis for expansion of existing wellfields or location of future wellfield
areas.

Policy 4.5.2  Until wellfield protection areas are established for each public water supply well, the
following standards shall apply in the areas surrounding such wells:

(a) Each public water supply well shall be protected by a 200 foot zone of
exclusion within which no new development approvals will be granted.

(b) The following new uses or expansions of existing uses shall be prohibited in
the vicinity of each public water supply well as specified in the Alachua
County Hazardous Materials Management Code:

(1) Class C or D facilities as defined by the Alachua County Hazardous
Materials Management Code.

(c) The following new uses or expansions of existing uses shall be prohibited in
the vicinity of public water supply wells:

(1) Landfills;
(2) Feedlots or other commercial animal facilities;

(3) Wastewater treatment plants and percolation ponds, including
wastewater reuse and discharge facilities;

(4) Mines;

(5) Excavation of waterways or stormwater management facilities which
intersect the water table;

(6) Stormwater retention and detention basins except pursuant to
performance controls where configuration or topography of a lot of
record precludes location of a required retention or detention basin
outside the Wellfield Protection Area; and

(7) All uses prohibited in High Aquifer Recharge Areas by Policy 4.5.5(e),
below.

Policy 4.5.3 The County shall utilize adopts the Alachua County Floridan Aquifer High Recharge
Area map—This—map—s for information and outreach purposes and to provides a
generalized indication/depiction of relative aquifer recharge/vulnerability and high
aquifer recharge areas as general background to be used in combination with site-
specific hydrogeologic assessment for development review in the unincorporated
portion of the County.
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Policy 4.5.4 The County shall utilize adepts the Alachua County Outstanding Florida Springs
Priority Focus Areas (PFAs) map—Tthts+map-s to guide the implementation of springs
protection measures throughout the County.

Policy 4.5.5 - 4.5.20. No changes proposed.

Policy 4.5.21. The County shall continue to promote water conservation techniques and programs
for current and future development (consistent with Energy Element Objective 1.1).
The County shall support water conservation practices and standards, including but
not limited to, Florida Water Star ™, Florida Friendly Landscaping, LID techniques,
installation of water efficient fixtures, soil moisture sensors and smart irrigation
systems, and landscape irrigation restrictions.

(a)

The County shall continue to update its land development regulations to
require a reduction in permanently irrigated areas for all new development.
As part of this effort, the County shall identify strategies to reduce the overall
footprint of new development to minimize site disturbance and maximize the
tect] f existi tati

Indoor and outdoor use of water should, at a minimum, meet or exceed
Florida Water Star 5™ criteria or the equivalent intended to provide water-
efficient options for homes and landscapes. The County will coordinate with
potable water suppliers to develop an incentive, education and outreach
program that encourages participation in water conservation programs such
as Florida Water Star 3",

The County shall develop measures that promote water conservation to
preserve groundwater levels that retain adequate spring discharge from the
Floridan Aquifer springs along the Santa Fe River with the objective of no net
loss in biological, ecological, and hydrological function.

The County shall lead by example in the area of water conservation by
reducing indoor and outdoor water use at all County facilities with a goal of
meeting Florida Water Star®™ commercial criteria by-2622.

The County shall encourage the public and private water suppliers in the
County to implement aggressive but fair water conservation pricing rate
structures.

T { i Vi t tricti

Associations (HOA) during the development review process for language that

fli lici |

Policy 4.5.22 No changes proposed.

OBJECTIVE 4.6 - SURFACE WATER SYSTEMS

Ensure the protection and improvement of the water quality, biological health, and natural functions
of surface water systems in Alachua County.

Policy 4.6.1- 4.6.10 No proposed changes.
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Policy 4.6.11 Alachua County shall continue to support the Basin Management Action Plans
(BMAPs) and the ongoing refinement of these plans. The County shall participate in
multi-agency task forces and working groups established to address specific sttface
water quality concerns in the County. Alachua County shall continue to work
towards the restoration of impaired water bodies and to meet Orange Creek Basin,
Silver, and Santa Fe River Basin Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) and BMAPs.
Alachua County shall continue to conduct projects for water quality improvement,

including land acquisition and restoration;-the-Grange—Creek Basin(6EBand
Saﬁfa—Fe—RrveﬁBasm—@FRB) in conjunctlon with those |nd|V|dual BMAPS A_agnua

jductlon requirements |dent|f|ed in BMAPs mcludmg but not l|m|ted to

t t i ti
Policy 4.6.12 Alachua County shall continue to coordinate with the water management districts on
activitiesin the Orange Creek, Silver, and Santa Fe River basins. Alachua County shall
continue to work with the water management districts toward meeting Minimum
Flows and Levels (MFLs) on the Upper and Lower Santa Fe River as established by the
districts and implementation for future water supply and need for conservation.

Policy 4.6.13 Alachua County shall develop watershed management plans.

Policy 4.6.14 There shall be no direct or indirect discharge of pollutants to surface waters, ground
waters, or sinkholes inviolation of federal, state, Water Management District, or local
water quality standards.

Policy 4.6.15 Land uses that have the potential to pollute surface waters (are located adjacent to
surface waters and that contribute significant nutrient loadings) shall be identified
and regulated using the following measures to protect water quality and biological
health.

(a) Buffers to surface waters shall be increased for activities which have been
associated with surface water quality and biological health problems such as
landfills, composting facilities, wastewater treatment percolation ponds or
rapid infiltration basins (RIBs), spray fields, golf courses, dairies, row crops,
septage or biosolids land application sites, septage stabilization facilities,
and onsite sewage treatment systems or septic systems.

(b) The implementation of best management practices shall be required in
buffers to surface waters to control nutrient loadings, including retrofitting if
needed to maintain water quality and biological health.

(c) The use of pesticides and fertilizers shall be discouraged in buffers.

(d) The use of reclaimed water shall be regulated to conform with
environmentally sound practices and not allowed to adversely impact
surface water or groundwater by increasing nutrient concentrations.
Nutrients present in the reclaimed water shall not be discharged in a manner
that will cause impairment of surface waters, cause an imbalance of flora
and fauna in the aquatic ecosystem, or cause eutrophication of the receiving
waters. Land development regulations shall be adopted that include
setbacks to surface waters for the use of reclaimed water for irrigation that
are protective of the aguatic ecosystem.
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(e) All fill material used onsite shall be free of phosphatic Hawthorn Group
sediments or other phosphorous rich materials that may leach phosphorus
causing surface water quality degradation and lake eutrophication.

(f) Any excavation that would lead to exposure of Hawthorn Group sediments or
other phosphorus rich materials that could leach and adversely impact
groundwater or surface water shall be mitigated by covering, backfilling or
using other techniques to reduce phosphorus leaching.

(8 Fertilizer shall be regulated in buffers to surface waters to ensure that excess
nitrogen and phosphorus are not leached into surface water bodies causing
water quality degradation and/or lake eutrophication.

(h) The use of enhanced nitrogen-reduetion nutrient reducing (ENR) septic tank
systems shall be required pursuant to Section 373.811(2), Florida Statutes;

t t L n to it vel

r i n t i t

maybetreqguired in highly sensitive areas, such as in proximity to Qutstanding
Florida Waters, impaired waters, springs priority focus areas, in other areas
and springsheds, where karst features are prominent and conduit flow is
known to exist, or where lot sizes are small and do not allow for adequate

nutrient reduction to be met at the property boundary. These-systems-shatt

Policy 4.6.16 to 4.6.23. No proposed changes.

OBJECTIVE 4.7 - WETLAND ECOSYSTEMS
Wetland acreage and function shall be protected.

Policy 4.7.1 - 4.7.6. No proposed changes.

Policy 4.7.7 Anydevelopment activity or alteration within an onsite, or affecting an offsite, surface
waters or wetlands or assocuated buffers that are expected to result in srgnmcant
adverse impacts 2 abte-sigr

wettand-buffers; must be subJect to review and approval by the Board of County
Commissioners (BoCC). Mitigation proposals shall be submitted for consideration
by to the BoCC only after all practicable alternatives to direct impacts have been
implemented and after all practicable measures to reduce unavoidable impacts
have been incorporated into the project design. The BoCC shall approve, approve
with conditions, or deny |mpacts and mitigation proposals Wetlands |mpacts of Ya

The Land Development Regulations shall require Development Review Committee
(DRC) approval of a final development plan ensuring implementation of the BoCC-
approved mitigation plan and such DRC approval must be received prior to wetland
or buffer alteration. BoCC/DRC-approved mitigation generally shall be required to
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be completed prior to issuance of a project construction permit except in those
cases where BoCC and/or DRC approvals specifically authorize alternate timelines.

In order to be considered, the mitigation plan must ensure the long term viability of
the mitigation project, advance the County’s natural resources conservation
objectives and policies, and meet the following minimum guidelines:

(a)

(b)

Wetland buffer mitigation shall include any one or a combination of:
monetary compensation, or acquisition, restoration, enhancement, or
preservation of wetlands, other surface waters or uplands.

Preservation shall not be considered when protection of the resource
proposed for preservation is already ensured by federal, state, water
management district, or local regulations.

Wetland buffer mitigation shall be determined by applying the Uniform
Mitigation Assessment Method (UMAM), pursuant to Chapter 62-345, F.A.C.

Mitigation should be permitted only within the boundaries of Alachua County
and, to the maximum extent practicable, within the local watershed in which
the impact occurs.

Wetland mitigation activity conducted by a public agency may not be utilized
for wetland mitigation credit by private entities unless approved by Alachua
County.

The landowner shall post a performance bond or similar financial guarantee
to assure implementation of the mitigation and monitoring plan.

No mitigation credits will be given for onsite preservation of wetlands, unless
such proposals can demonstrate implementation and sustainability of
adequate and appropriate enhancement and/or restoration of habitat.

Designated wetland and buffer mitigation areas related to development shall
be permanently protected in perpetuity using a legal instrument that runs
with the land, in a form acceptable to the County, and duly recorded in the
Public Records of Alachua County, which assures preservation and
maintenance of the associated areas. The preferred legal instrument shall be
a conservation easement (Section 407.06, F.S.), however depending on
conditions, may also include other dedication options such as deed
restrictions.

Policy 4.7.8 - 4.7.12. No proposed changes

OBJECTIVE 4.8 - FLOOD PLAINS AND FLOODWAYS
Protect and maintain the natural functions of floodplains, floodways, and all other natural areas

having hydrological characteristics of the one hundred (100)-year flood elevation. Natural functions
include water purification, flood hazard mitigation, water supply, and wildlife habitat and

connectivity.
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Policy 4.8.1 The County shall encourage and contribute to watershed management through a
variety of programs to include education initiatives, enforcement of wetland and
surface water setbacks, and interagency partnerships and workshops.

Policy 4.8.2 The County shall encourage watershed planning and shall:

(a)
(o)

(c)

Policy 4.8.3 - 4.8.9

Define 100-year floodplains and floodways as conservation areas;

Continue to maintain, and enhance where possible, the current biodiversity
in fltoodplains of the County;

Continue to cooperate with the Water Management Districts and other
appropriate agencies in expanding or enhancing existing natural habitats
associated with floodplains;

Recognize floodplains in the land development regulations as unique
resources requiring protection and conservation;

Develop specific criteria for slope protection and erosion control in
floodplains and along natural banks and shores; and

Enforce erosion control regulations to reduce sedimentation in floodplains
resulting from development activitiesz; and

D i r i t

L lains t rt iti r lar t of t

No proposed changes.

OBJECTIVE 4.9 - BIODIVERSITY

Maintain and enhance plant and animal species diversity and distribution within Alachua County by
protecting significant plant and wildlife habitats, providing for habitat corridors, and preventing

habitat fragmentation.

Policy 4.9.1 - 4.9.8. No proposed changes

Policy 4.9.9 Wildlife habitat enhancement and management programs in urban areas shall be
promoted through such techniques as designation of bird sanctuary areas where
rookeries or other significant bird populations exist and landscaping schemes for
stormwater detention and retention areas that maintain native vegetation and

establlsh llttoral zones which encourage wildlife usage _e_LaﬂQ_d_eLeLQQm_eDI

nhanc tural ha |tat nd dlverse native pl communiti while al
ti

Policy 4.9.10 - 4.9.12. No proposed changes.
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OBJECTIVE 4.10 - STRATEGIC ECOSYSTEMS

No proposed changes to this section.

OBJECTIVE 4.11 - CHAMPION TREES AND LANDMARK LIVE OAKS
No proposed changes to this section.

5.0 HUMAN-RELATED RESOURCES

OBJECTIVE 5.1 - ENERGY DEVELOPMENT AND CONSERVATION

No proposed changes to this section.

OBJECTIVE 5.2 - OPEN SPACE

No proposed changes to this section.

OBJECTIVE 5.3 - SCENIC QUALITY
Protect the natural resources and scenic quality of the community to preserve and cultivate a unique

sense of place while maintaining economic well-being.

Policy 5.3.1

Policy 5.3.2

Policy 5.3.3

Policy 5.3.4

Policy 5.3.5

Alachua County shall develop standards and incentives to protect, maintain,
enhance, and improve the landscape and built environment.

Infrastructure and utility structures, such as communication towers, personal
wireless service facilities, radio and television antennas, water and sewer, and
energy generation and distribution facilities shall be designed and located to
minimize adverse visual impacts on the landscape and avian mortality. Public
utilities shall be located underground to the maximum extent possible. The County
shall coordinate with tocal municipalities and public utilities to implement this
policy.

All forms of outdoor advertising shall be designed and located to minimize adverse
impacts on the visual quality of the built and natural environments.

Landscaping of highways and community gateways shall incorporate native
vegetation, and shall reflect themes of local history and culture where possible. Tree
preservation and planting of low-maintenance native vegetation should be pursued
along public rights-of-way throughout the County, with special focus on entranceway
corridors.

(a) The County shall promote and protect the visual characteristics of canopy
roads through tree planting programs and tree maintenance practices, in
cooperation other agencies and private landowners.

(b) The County shall promote and protect the visual characteristics of wildflower
areas through planting programs and maintenance practices, in cooperation
with other agencies and private landowners.

The County shall recognize and participate in voluntary programs for the
beautification of public roadways, such as:
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(a) I-75, through participation on the I-75 Corridor Council.

(b) FDOT Florida Scenic highways, such as the citizen-initiated designation of a
portion of SR 441 and spur road system.

(©) The Fransportatiors Conservation and Open Space Element map series shall
depict the FDOT designation of a portion of SR 441 in Alachua County and
related county roads as the Scenic 441 Old Florida Heritage Highway.

(d) Alachua County shall participate in the preservation and protection of the
natural and cultural resources of the Scenic 441 Old Florida Heritage
Highway by supporting the concepts described in the Scenic 441 Vision
Statement, and by providing appropriate resources and support to—the

Corridor—Management—Couneit for implementation of the Corridor
Management Plan.

(e) Gateway streets in conjunction with the City of Gainesville and other
participating municipalities.

Policy 5.3.6 The County shall enhance the value and beauty of bicycle and pedestrian routes by
locating them to take advantage of scenic resources while maintaining the ecological
integrity of other conservation and preservation areas.

Policy 5.3.7 FheCotunty-shattrequire-that L t lati Vi
lighting standards which ensure that adverse impacts of outdoor lighting be are
minimized in order to preserve-the btatree-and-guat

(a) The land development regulations shall be based on Fthe following
eenservation general principles, as advocated by organizations such as Dark

ti the Illuminating Engi i iet rth Ameri
shattbe required:

Y] Direct light so it falls only where it is needed, in order to Mminimize offsite
lighting impacts;—inctuding and reduce glare, light trespass, and light
pollution.

(2) Use lighting only where and when it is heeded and at the lowest level
necessary at-the-appropriate—intensity,—direction;—and-times; to ensure

light is not overused or impacting areas where itis not intended.

(3) Use warmer-color lights where possible.

3)3(4) Maximize energy and cost efficiency.

fey(b) Land development regulations shall address the outdoor lighting of
roadways, parking lots, advertisements, commercial, industrial, residential,
municipal and recreational activities.

{eh{c) Current and planned municipal outdoor street lighting shall be evaluated
and, where practicable, revised for consistency with eonservation the
principles listed above in (a).
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fey(d) The County shall seek the involvement of all of the local municipalities.

Policy 5.3.8 Development shall avoid and minimize adverse environmental and visual impacts
through innovative planning, design, and management practices in the context of the
natural features of the landscape, such as topography, vegetative edges, and soil
types. Built and natural features shall be harmonized to the greatest extent
practicable.

Policy 5.3.9 Alachua County shall identify and protect the scenic quality of the community

through strategies identified in the Comprehensive Plan, land development

LQgL&aLQDi SpeCIal area plans,_a_r\d_omﬂ_QQu[LLQLdmansgﬁ_QngLama and—a
gram. Such ptans strategies shatt may

mclude.

(@) Identification of scenic resources, such as viewsheds and scenic corridors,
which exhibit unigue scenic, historic, architectural, and/or culturat qualities
due to tree canopy, substantial wooded fringes, lakes, ponds, streams,
wetlands, rocky outcrops, scenic vistas, wildlife populations, wildflowers
and/or other appropriate features.

(b) Identification of measures to preserve and enhance the visual, cultural and
environmental quality of scenic resources, including development standards
and incentives that may include:

)] Requirements that site plans and planning efforts address preservation
and enhancement of the scenic beauty and visual heritage of the
community through measures such as:

a. Locating development in consideration of significant public
viewsheds, e.g. off of hilltops and visually sensitive horizon lines.

b. The siting, form, scale, and profile of multi-family and non-residential
buildings to blend with and preserve the character of the community
and natural landscape.

& Use of materials and methods of construction that are specific to the
region, exhibiting a continuity of history and culture and compatibility
with the climate to encourage the development of local characterand
community identity.

(2) Standards for County-designated scenic eetridors roads, iretueing such
as:

a. Setbacks, limitations on removal of existing vegetation, additional
restrictions on erection of signs for development adjacent to adopted
scenic corridors, and modifications to scenic corridors, so as not to
disrupt the canopy vegetation or the historical or natural character of
the corridor.

b. Development and implementation of management plans where
needed to maintain each scenic corridor according to its unique
attributes.

C. Minimizing traffic impacts and the limiting driveway access to the

scenic corridor.
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d. Prohibiting land use and zoning changes which change the character
of designated scenic corridors.

e. Scenic easements as a means of protecting scenic corridors in
collaboration with landowners.

OBJECTIVE 5.4 - VEGETATION MANAGEMENT
Require and encourage public and private land clearing and landscaping practices that conserve,
appropriately use, and protect native vegetation, including forests.

Policy 5.4.1 - 5.4.5 No proposed changes.

Policy 5.4.6 The County shall require the use of xeriseape resilient landscaping principles in the
landscaping of new development projects to conserve water. The use of non-invasive

alternatives to lawn grass as ground cover shall be encouraged.

Policy 5.4.7 The County shall develop a program to utilize xeriseape resilient landscaping
principles in conjunction with native plants and trees in public rights-of-way and
other public lands, whenever practical, thereby conserving water, improving habitat
for urban wildlife, conserving North Central Florida vegetation, and improving the
county’s aesthetic appeal and environmental quality.

Policy 5.4.8 - 5.4.13 No proposed changes.

OBJECTIVE 5.5 - AGRICULTURAL AND SILVICULTURAL PRACTICES

No proposed changes to this section.

OBJECTIVE 5.6 - WILDFIRE MITIGATION
No proposed changes to this section.

OBJECTIVE 5.7 - HAZARDOUS MATERIALS
No proposed changes to this section.

6.0 LAND CONSERVATION PROGRAM

OBJECTIVE 6.1 - PROGRAM OVERVIEW

Establish and maintain a land conservation and management program for the purchase,
preservation, and management of natural areas and open space to complement the regulatory
approaches identified in other sections of this element.
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Policy 6.1.1 A land conservation master plan shall be developed to detail the vision, goals, and
organizational framework for a county-wide system of natural areas and trails for
wildlife and people.

Policy 6.1.2 The land conservation master plan shall identify the components of the land
conservation program, including but not limited to:

(a) The Alachua County Forever program.

(b) Parks, open space and greenways programs.

(c) Coordination with other land acquisition and management programs.
(d) Private donations and dedications.

(e) Regulatory mechanisms.

(f) Taxation policies, such as agricultural and conservation assessments.

(g) Purchase of agricultural conservation easements and purchase of
developmentrights for agricultural areas.

Policy 6.1.3 The County shall coordinate the efforts of various components of the land
conservation program in order to maximize opportunities to acquire lands for
appropriate conservation and recreation purposes.

Policy 6.1.4 The land conservation master plan shallinclude adoption of the “30x30” and “50x50” land
ti ide target ion.
OBJECTIVE 6.2 - ALACHUA COUNTY FOREVER
Implement the Alachua County Forever program.
Policy 6.2.1 The County shall establish and maintain the Alachua County Forever program to
acquire and manage environmentally significant lands for the protection of water

resources, wildlife habitat, and natural areas suitable for resource-based recreation;
and acquire agricultural conservation easements on agriculturally significant lands

I rtt Lrural tri
rit i
Policy 6.2.2
until December 2032 at minimum, through the local government infrastructur
tax L il il lic PL v vot
November 8, 2022.
Policy 6.2.3 t Lconti ing th ver thr
T Wil ic Pl \' ti rt

Policy 6.2.34 The emphasis of Alachua County Forever program shall be to increase the acreage of
environmentally and agriculturally significant lands managed in perpetuity for
conservation and agricultural purposes.

Policy 6.2.45 Lands shall be selected for acquisition under the Alachua County Forever program
based on an evaluation of environmental, agricultural, social, and management
criteria as adopted by the Alachua County Board of County Commissioners.
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Policy 6.2.56 During the acquisition of environmentally significant lands, the County shall give
priority to acquiring the optimal acreage needed to maintain the integrity of the
natural plant communities or ecological units involved.

Policy 6.2.67 All acquisitions under the Alachua County Forever program shall be based on
voluntary participation by a willing property owner.

Policy 6.2.78 Resource-based recreation may be considered on and adjacent to land acquired
through Alachua County Forever provided the associated activities do not have
significant adverse impacts on the ecological integrity or ecological or historical
values of the resources in these areas.

OBJECTIVE 6.3 - ECOLOGICALLY FUNCTIONAL LINKAGES
No proposed changes to this section.

OBJECTIVE 6.4 - OTHER ACQUISITION PROGRAMS

Coordinate with other programs for the acquisition and management of natural areas and open
space for recreational, open space and conservation purposes.

Policy 6.4.1 The County shall seek to maximize the effectiveness of local revenue sources by
using them to leverage funds available from federal, state, municipal, private, non-

profit, and Water Management District,_ and other conservation land acquisition
programs ;-steh-as-Horidaforever, Hortda-CommunitiesTrus —Conservation

Policy 6.4.2 The County shall provide support, in the form of information, coordination,
assistance in obtaining grants, and other support activities to organizations and
agencies that acquire and protect natural areas and open space for conservation,
open space, and recreational purposes.

Policy 6.4.3 The County shall pursue Florida Communities Trust funds, and support the
municipalities in submitting applications, for acquisition projects that maximize
environmental and social considerations, including but not limited to:

(a) Preserving natural communities or listed species habitat.

(b) Restoring or enhancing degraded naturat areas.

() Protecting or enhancing water quality.

(d) Enhancing greenways or recreational trails.

(e) Providing appropriate access to natural areas, including water bodies.

) Directing devetopment to urban infill, redevelopment, or downtown
revitalization areas.

(g) Preserving historical, culturalt or archaeological features.

OBJECTIVE 6.5 - ACQUISITION TOOLBOX

Encourage the use of multiple, diverse land acquisition strategies.

Policy 6.5.1 The County shall use and promote a variety of tools for acquiring and protecting
natural areas and open space. Acquisition tools shall include, at a minimum, fee

simple purchase, conservation easements; including agricultural land easements,
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conservation trusts, land donations and dedications, transfer or purchase of
development rights, long-term leases, and tax incentives.

Policy 6.5.2 - 6.5.6. No proposed changes.

OBJECTIVE 6.6 - MANAGEMENT

Improve the environmental stewardship of all preservation, conservation and recreation areas within
Alachua County.

Policy 6.6.1

Policy 6.6.2

Policy 6.6.3

Policy 6.6.4

Policy 6.6.5

Policy 6.6.6

Policy 6.6.7

Policy 6.6.8

Policy 6.6.9

The County shall provide public education on the benefits of natural systems
functions to decrease the effects of human intrusion into areas designated for limited
public access.

The County shall take an active role in the development or review of management
plans for preservation, conservation and recreation areas in Alachua County that are
not owned by the County.

The County shall continue to manage natural resources in County- owned
preservation areas in cooperation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission, the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection, the Suwannee River and St. Johns River Water Management Districts, the
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, local municipalities, and
other agencies, as appropriate.

Withinone-yearofacqgutsition;tThe County shall develop site specific management
plans for all preservation; and conservation and+reereation lands owned;teased-or

purehased by the County. The County shall review these plans periodically,atteast
every-threeyears; to ensure compliance with conservation objectives.

The County shall restore and enhance degraded natural areas on County-owned
preservation, conservation and recreation lands, including removal of invasive non-
native plants and animals, reforestation, re-establishment of burn regimes for fire-
adapted ecosystems, and restoration of shorelines and natural hydrology, as
needed.

The County shall manage and maintain County-owned preservation, conservation
and recreation areas to ensure the ongoing conservation of desirable plants and
animals and their associated ecosystems, and to control the invasion and spread of

undesirable non-native plants and animals, ms_ugmg_f_o_qusmttqﬂs_qnm_mum_y

policy and action.

Management techniques such as prescribed burning and mechanical removal shall
be used in County-owned preservation, conservation and recreation areas where
necessary and appropriate for ecological reasons or fuel reduction.

Where consistent with natural resources protection, the County may provide public
access to preservation and conservation areas, including water bodies. A hierarchy
will be established to determine the appropriate type of access, with special
attention given to environmentally sensitive design, location and construction.

Multiple use opportunities, including resource-based recreation, shall be considered
in County-owned preservation and conservation areas where consistent with

Alachua County Comprehensive Plan Proposed Evaluation & Appraisal Based Amendments Conservation & Open Space Element
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conservation of wildlife habitat, watershed protection, erosion control, maintenance
or enhancement of water quality, and aquifer recharge protection.

Policy 6.6.10 The County shall manage, and support stewardship strategies that maximize
biodiversity at the species, natural community, and landscape levels.

Policy 6.6.11 The County shall provide continued funding for ongoing operation and maintenance
costs associated with County-owned lands.

7.0 GREENWAYS MASTER PLAN
OBJECTIVE 7.1 - Greenways Master Plan. No proposed changes to this section.

Alachua County Comprehensive Plan Proposed Evaluation & Appraisal Based Amendments Conservation & Open Space Element
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Conservation And Open Space Element Definitions

Criticat Listed Species Habitat (also called essential habitat): The specific areas that contain
biological or physical features upon which a listed species depends. These include recently
documented feeding, breeding, nesting, or repetitive use areas.

Documented fadapted-from-94-2-841}: The existence of a scientifically credible occurrence record
for a listed species, including surveys, scientific publications, or other information from a developer
or landowner, local, regional, state or federal agencies.

Prescribed Burn: The controlled application of fire to naturally occurring vegetative fuels, under
specified environmental conditions and following appropriate precautionary measures, to achieve
specific objectives, such as ecosystem restoration, brush control or reduction of fuel hazards.

Xeriscape Resilient Landscaping: Landscape methods that conserve water and protect the
environment through the use of native, drought-tolerant plants and planting techniques.—Fhe-5t

Alachua County Comprehensive Plan Proposed Evaluation & Appraisal Based Amendments Conservation & Open Space Element
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#32

Serving Alachua
Bradford ¢ Columbia
Dixie ¢ Gilchrist ¢ Hamilton

North

Central )
Florida Lafayette ¢ Levy ¢ Madison
Regional Suwannee * Taylor * Union Counties
Planning

Council e 2009 NW 67th Place, Gainesville, FL 32653 -1603 » 352.955.2200

REGIONAL CLEARINGHOUSE
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION AND RESPONSE

Date: 5/28/26
PROJECT DESCRIPTION

#32 - City of Lake Butler - Community Development Block Grant - #26DB-N10
Neighborhood Revitalization - Environmental Review

TO:  Kimberly Hayes, City Manager
City of Lake Butler
200 Southwest 1st Street
Lake Butler, FL 32054-2016

XC:  Fred D. Fox, President
Fred Fox Enterprises

P.O. Box 840338
St. Augustine, FL 32080-0338

COMMENTS ATTACHED

X NO COMMENTS REGARDING THIS PROJECT

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING THESE COMMENTS, PLEASE CONTACT
SCOTT KOONS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AT THE NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL
PLANNING COUNCIL AT 352.339.2489.

vi\chouse\stafficdbg\memos\fy25\memo_fy25_lake butler_er.docx

Dedicated to improving the quality of life of the Region’s citizens,
by enhancing public safety, protecting regional resources,
promoting economic development and providing technical services to local governments.
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Form SC-60
february, 2018

Project Narrative — G-2

Describe the proposed project using the guidelines in the instructions, Specific directions for Commercial Revitalization and Economic Development
application narratives can be found in the instructions. Use additional pages as needed.

Service Area #1 Sewer Line Replacement Service Area:

Service Area #1 includes all the occupied residential properties who are connected to the City of Lake Butler’s sanitary sewer system and whose
effluent flows to the City's wastewater treatment facility.

03) Sewer Line Replacement Activity - The City's existing wastewater collection and treatment system Includes parallel 6-inch cast iron {installed in
1913) and 8-inch PVC {installed in 1998} force mains that are severely undersized, deteriorating, and insufficient to handle the current and projected
wastewater flow demands. These aging pipelines flow between the master pump station and the wastewater treatment plant. These aging pipelines
are no longer reliable and pose significant risks of sanitary sewer overflows, public health hazards, and frequent, costly emergency repairs.

The activity proposed in this application in Service Area #1 is to install approximately 15,000 LF of new 10" and 12" wastewater force main between
the City's new master pump station to the new advanced wastewater treatment facility. The proposed new sanitary sewer force main will run
through a utility easement extending along SW 158" Road, along the City's sewer treatment plant sprayfield property, and through another utility
easement along 6th Avenue.

The beneficiaries for the activities proposed in this service area are those people that are served by the City's wstewater collection system and
wastewater treatment facility. Currently 761 occupied households are located in Service Area #1. These 761 households contain 1,785 people. 703
of the people living in the households in the service area, or 39.38% are VLI; 1,286 of the people living in the households in the service area, or
72.04% are LMI and 499 of the people fiving in the households in the service area, or 27.96% have household incomes which are above the LMI
income limits., Thus, National Objective #1, Benefit to Low Moderate-Income Persons is realized by the activities being carried out in this service area.

Local Match
Activity Number and Name CDBG Budget For Points LMI% Benefit
03J) - Sewer Line Replacement $2,550,000.00 S 0.00 At Least 51%
2 73C-23.0030, FAC

-113-



-114-



Form SC-60
February, 2018

Project Narrative — G-2 (continued)

The sources and uses of funds for the project are as follows:

ACTIVITY CDBG COST CITY MATCH CLAIMED TOTAL
FOR POINTS
03] - Sewer Line Replacement $2,550,000.00 5 0.00 $2,550,000.00
03} - Engineering $  73,800.00 $ 25,000.00 $  98,800.00
21A - Administration $ 204,000.00 $ 0.00 $ 204,000.00
Total $2,827,800.00 $ 25,000.00 $2,852,800.00

The City of Lake Butler is committing twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000.00) as leverage for the project . All of the $25,000.00 in leverage will be
counted for points in the application and will be used towards engineering as local match in this application,

The City of Lake Butler anticipates it will take approximately thirty-six (36) months for the Project to be complete including the environmental review,
bidding, construction, and grant closeout.

The City anticipates some of the flood and drainage improvements may be located in a floodplain and/or wetland. Without the assistance of COBG
funding requested in this application, the City of Lake Butler would not be able complete the work on the Project proposed in this application.

12 73C-23.0030, FAC
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City of Lake Butler

CDBG FY 2023-2024

Jurisdiction/Service Area Map
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#33

Serving Alachua
Bradford * Columbia
Dixie ¢ Gilchrist * Hamilton

North

Central

Florida Lafayette * Levy *« Madison
Regional Suwannee * Taylor * Union Counties
Planning

Council ™ 2009 NW 67th Place, Gainesville, FL 32653-1803 + 352.955.2200

REGIONAL CLEARINGHOUSE
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION AND RESPONSE

Date: 5/28/26
PROJECT DESCRIPTION

#33 - Town of Cross City - Community Development Block Grant — Disaster Recovery (DR) MS038-
Environmental Review

TO:  John Driggers Jr., City Manager
Town of Cross City
P.O.Box 417
Cross City, FL 32628-0417

Locklear & Associates, Inc.
4140 Northwest 37th Place, Suite A
Gainesville, FL 32606-8153

COMMENTS ATTACHED

X NO COMMENTS REGARDING THIS PROJECT

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING THESE COMMENTS, PLEASE CONTACT
SCOTT KOONS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, AT THE NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL
PLANNING COUNCIL AT 352.339.2489.

v:\chouse\stafficdbg\imemos\other\memo_cdbg-dr_crosscity_er ms038.docx

Dedicated to improving the quality of life of the Region’'s citizens,
by enhancing public safety, protecting regional resources,
promoting economic development and providing technical services to local governments.
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This email is a solicitation to potential consulting parties for the Town of Cross City, CDBG-DR
Wastewater System Improvements ; MS038.

‘Response Requested By: June 30, 2026

COUNTY: Dixie

MUNICIPALITY: Town of Cross City

PROJECT NAME: CDBG-DR MS038 - Wastewater System Improvements.

PROJECT CONTACT: John Driggers, City Manager, (352)498-3306;
citymanager@townofcrosscity.com

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) is considering providing
financial support through the Section 202 Elderly Housing Program for the following project:

A project description and project map is attached.

HUD is identifying organizations with an interest in the project and its potential to affect historic
properties. The purpose of this letter is to find out whether you wish to become a consulting
party for this project. Consulting parties have certain rights and obligations under the National
Historic Preservation Act and its implementing regulations at 36 CFR Part 800. The review
process, known as Section 106 review, is described at https://www.onecpd.info/environmental-
review/historic-preservation/ and at http://www.achp.gov/citizensguide.html

By becoming a consulting party, you will be actively informed of steps in the Section 106
process, including public meetings, and your views will be actively sought. If you would like to
request consulting party status on this project, please contact John Driggers, City Manager,
(352)498-3306; citymanager@townofcrosscity.com

In order to become a consulting party, you must respond by June 30, 2026 to request consulting
party status. If you do not respond within this time frame, you may request consulting party
status in the future; however, the project may advance without your input and you won't have an
opportunity to comment on the current steps. If you are requesting consulting party status, we do
ask that your organization nominate one representative and an alternate to participate on behalf
of the group. People may also participate in the Section 106 process as members of the public.
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TOCC CDBG-DR MS038 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The Town of Cross City has been awarded $32,062,208.00 of CDBG-DR funding for the Wastewater
Treatment Plant (WWTP) Replacement and Inflow and Infiltration (1&l) Project. During the 2023-

2024 Storms the WWTP and Collection system sustained significant damage which exposed critical
vulnerabilities in the Town’s wastewater infrastructure. Power loss and service interruptions to the
WWTP disrupted operations for over four days of prolonged outages which resulted in backups, unsafe
conditions, and increased operations costs. The town also experienced saltwater intrusion and equipment
damage which created corrosive exposure and damaged pumps, motors, and electrical components, which
accelerated the deterioration of critical equipment. Debris carried into the system which further clogged
tanks and treatment processes, which forced emergency cleanouts, While the heavy rainfall significantly
increased &l into the wastewater system, which overwhelmed the plants capacity and created
operations inefficiencies with the Town’s grinder pumps and meters.

The Town will replace the Town’s storm-damaged WWTP with a modern, resment facility and
rehabilitate the sewer collection system to reduce I&I. The project will be completed in two integrated
components:

1. 1&I Mitigation and Collection System Improvements — Systemwide rehabilitation and targeted
expansion of sewer mains, manholes, service laterals, lift stations (pump stations), vacuum stations,

and associated force mains, as applicable, to eliminate excess infiltration and inflow (1&1) that
overwhelms the collection system during heavy rainfall events. Improvements may include pipe

lining or replacement, manhole rehabilitation, lateral repairs, pump station upgrades, and related
appurtenances to restore structural integrity and hydraulic capacity. These enhancements will

improve system reliability and resiliency, reduce groundwater intrusion and wastewater exfiltration,
minimize sanitary sewer overflows, and provide long-term protection of the underlying aquifer.

2. WWTP Replacement — Construction of a new, hurricane-hardened wastewater treatment facility

off of Highway 19, outside of flood-prone areas, designed to withstand storm surge, wind, and

power disruptions which will include the following resiliency features: elevated electrical

components, backup power generation, and reinforced structures to help.

The Town of Cross City is designated as a fiscally constrained community and is unable is unable to
finance these endeavors without the assistance of CDBG-DR funds. FDEP Appropriation in the

amount of $350,000 will be utilized as leverage funding for activities within the Project Design.
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Cross City Wastewater Treatment Plant Benefitting Area Map
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#34

Serving Alachua
Bradford ¢ Columbia

North

Dixie ¢ Gilchrist ¢ Hamilton

Central

Florida Lafayette * Levy * Madison

Regional Suwannee * Taylor ¢« Union Counties

Planning

Council ™ 2008 NW 87th Place, Gainesville, FL 32653-1603 » 352.955.2200
REGIONAL CLEARINGHOUSE

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION AND RESPONSE

Date: 5/28/26
PROJECT DESCRIPTION

#34 - Town of Cross City - Community Development Block Grant — Disaster Recovery (DR) MS046-
Environmental Review

TO:  John Driggers Jr., City Manager
Town of Cross City
P.O. Box 417
Cross City, FL 32628-0417

Locklear & Associates, Inc.
4140 Northwest 37th Place, Suite A
Gainesville, FL 32606-8153

COMMENTS ATTACHED

X NO COMMENTS REGARDING THIS PROJECT

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING THESE COMMENTS, PLEASE CONTACT
SCOTT KOONS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, AT THE NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL
PLANNING COUNCIL AT 352.339.2489.

v:\chouse\stafficdbg\memos\other\memo_cdbg-dr_crosscity_er_ms046.docx

Dedicated to improving the quality of life of the Region’s citizens,
by enhancing public safety, protecting regional resources,
promoting economic development and providing technical services to local governments.
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This email is a solicitation to potential consulting parties for the Town of Cross City, CDBG-DR
Stormwater Improvement Project; MS046.

Response Requested By: June 30, 2026

COUNTY: Dixie

MUNICIPALITY: Town of Cross City

PROJECT NAME: CDBG-DR MS046— Stormwater Improvement Project.

PROJECT CONTACT: John Driggers, City Manager, (352)498-3306;
citymanager@townofcrosscity.com

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) is considering providing
financial support through the Section 202 Elderly Housing Program for the following project:

A project description and project map is attached.

HUD is identifying organizations with an interest in the project and its potential to affect historic
properties. The purpose of this letter is to find out whether you wish to become a consulting
party for this project. Consulting parties have certain rights and obligations under the National
Historic Preservation Act and its implementing regulations at 36 CFR Part 800. The review
process, known as Section 106 review, is described at https://www.onecpd.info/environmental-
review/historic-preservation/ and at http://www.achp.gov/citizensguide.html

By becoming a consulting party, you will be actively informed of steps in the Section 106
process, including public meetings, and your views will be actively sought. If you would like to
request consulting party status on this project, please contact John Driggers, City Manager,
(352)498-3306; citymanager@townofcrosscity.com

In order to become a consulting party, you must respond by June 30, 2026 to request consulting
party status. If you do not respond within this time frame, you may request consulting party
status in the future; however, the project may advance without your input and you won't have an
opportunity to comment on the current steps. If you are requesting consulting party status, we do
ask that your organization nominate one representative and an alternate to participate on behalf
of the group. People may also participate in the Section 106 process as members of the public.
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TOWN OF CROSS CITY, FL
CDBG-DR Projecti# MS046
Stormwater Drainage Phase Hl
Initialization: April 2026
PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The proposed project represents Phase 2 of stormwater improvements to the Northeast section
of Cross City, extending from NE 137t Avenue to NE 147t Avenue, below NE 203" Ave. This
project will include the installation of curb and gutter, inlets and piping as a part of the
stormwater improvement. Major ¢components of the project include as-builts, mobilization,
maintenance of traffic, sediment and erosion control measures (sediment barriers), clearing and
grubbing, elliptical pipe culverts with sizes 18, 24, and 36 inches, curb inlet (Type 9) inlet
bottom, elliptical mitered end sections with sizes 18 and 36 inches, regular excavation, base
construction (Base Group 06), paving with Superpave Asphaltic Concrete (Traffic C, PG76-22),
turnout construction base for driveways and roadways, concrete curb and gutter (Type F),
removal of existing concrete, painted pavement markings, Survey, Geotech, and permitting.
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