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MEETING NOTICE

CLEARINGHOUSE COMMITTEE

MEETING TIME 6:15 P.M.

There will be a meeting of the Clearinghouse Committee of the North Central
Florida Regional Planning Council on October 22, 2026. The meeting will be a
hybrid meeting in-person at the Holiday Inn Hotel and Suites, Suwannee Room,
213 Southwest Commerce Boulevard, Lake City, Florida, and via
Communications Media Technology at 6:15 p.m.

DIAL IN NUMBER: Toll Free 1.888.585.9008

CONFERENCE CODE: 381 777 570

Dedicated to improving the quality of life of the Region’'s citizens,
by enhancing public safety, protecting regional resources,
promoting economic development and providing technical services to local governments.



Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites
213 SW Commerce Blvd
Lake City, Florida 32025

Directions: From the intersection of Interstate 75 and
U.S. Highway 90 (exit 427) in the City of Lake City turn,
East onto U.S. Highway 90, travel approximately 450 feet to

SW Commerce Blvd, turn right (South) onto SW Commerce Blvd,
travel approximately 720 feet and the Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites
is on the left.
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AGENDA
CLEARINGHOUSE COMMITTEE

Hybrid Public Meeting October 22, 2026
Holiday Inn & Suites 6:15 p.m.
213 Southwest Commerce Boulevard

Lake City, Florida and

Via Communications Media Technology
Page
I. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 3
II. APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 24, 2026 MEETING MINUTES 5
1. COMMITTEE-LEVEL REVIEW ITEMS
Comprehensive Plan Amendments
#58 - City of Williston Comprehensive Plan Adopted Amendment (FC No. 26-1ER) 7
#59 - Town of Greenville Comprehensive Plan Adopted Amendment (FC No. 26-1ER) 39
#60 - Alachua County Comprehensive Plan Adopted Amendment (FC No. 26-2ER) 51

Iv.

vic

STAFF-LEVEL REVIEW ITEMS

#61 - City of Perry - Community Development Block Grant DR-MS034 115
Neighborhood Rehabilitation - Environmental Review '

PUBLIC COMMENTS

The Committee welcomes you to this meeting. This time is set aside for our citizens and general
public to address the Committee. If you would like to address the Committee, please complete a
form, come forward when you are called, and state your name for the record. Please also limit your
comments to not more than three minutes. Your participation is welcomed.

house\meeting\agendas\2026\agenda.261022.docx

Dedicated to improving the quality of life of the Region’'s citizens,
by enhancing public safety, protecting regional resources,

promoting economic development and providing technical services to local governments. 3
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NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL
CLEARINGHOUSE COMMITTEE
MINUTES

Hybrid Meeting September 24, 2026
Holiday Inn Hotel and Suites 6:15 p.m.

213 Southwest Commerce Boulevard

Lake City, Florida and

Via Communications Media Technology

MEMBERS PRESENT IN PERSON MEMBERS ABSENT

James Howell, Chair Melissa Hendrix
Ricky Jernigan Johnny Hiers
Diane Landry, Vice-Chair J. P. Moore
Kevin Parnell Jody Stephenson

MEMBERS PRESENT VIA STAFF PRESENT

MEDIA TECHNOLOGY

COMMUNICATIONS Scott Koons - In-Person

FOR QUORUM Garrison Vandegrift - In-Person

Donald Long

COMMUNICATIONS
MEDIA TECHNOLOGY
(NOT FOR QUORUM)

None
Chair James Howell noting a quorum being present called the meeting to order at 6:40 p.m.
L. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
Chair Howell requested approval of the agenda as presented.
ACTION: It was moved by Vice-Mayor Landry and seconded by Commissioner Parnell,
to approve the September 24, 2026 Clearinghouse Committee Agenda as presented.
The motion carried unanimously.
11 APPROVAL OF THE AUGUST 27, 2026 MEETING MINUTES
ACTION: It was moved by Commissioner Parnell and seconded by Vice-Mayor Landry,

to approve the August 27, 2026 Clearinghouse Committee meeting minutes
as circulated. The motion carried unanimously.



Clearinghouse Committee Minutes
September 24, 2026
Page 2

Iv. COMMITTEE-LEVEL REVIEW ITEMS
#53 - Alachua County Comprehensive Plan Draft Amendment (FC No. 26-3ESR)

Mr. Koons presented a revised staff report for Item #53 and stated that the revised staff report for
Item #53 finds the comprehensive plan, as amended, is not anticipated to result in significant
adverse impacts to Natural Resources of Regional Significance, regional facilities or adjoining
local governments.

ACTION: It was moved by Commissioner Parnell and seconded by Vice-Mayor Landry
to recommend that the Council approve the revised staff report for Item #53 as
circulated. The motion carried unanimously.

V. STAFF--LEVEL REVIEW ITEMS

Mr. Koons reviewed the following staff-level review items for informational purposes.

#54 - Alachua County - Community Development Block Grant 25DB - HO7
Housing Rehabilitation - Environmental Review

#55 - City of High Springs - Community Development Block Grant 25DB - N07
Neighborhood Revitalization - Notice of Intent

#56 - City of Williston - Community Development Block Grant 25DB - N09
Neighborhood Revitalization - Notice of Intent

#57 - Town of Micanopy - Community Development Block Grant 25DB - N013
Neighborhood Revitalization - Concurrent Notice

VI PUBLIC COMMENTS - None

The meeting adjourned at 6:47 p.m.

10/22/26
James Howell, Chair Date

v:\chouse\minutes\2026\260924minutes.docx



#58

FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCILS ASSOCIATION
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT REVIEW FORM 01

Regional Planning Council: North Central FI Regional Planning Council ltem No.: 58
Review Date: 10/22/26 Local Government: City of Williston
Amendment Type: Adopted Amendment Local Government Item No.:

State Land Planning Agency Item No.: 26-1ER
Date Mailed to Local Government and State Land Planning Agency: 10/23/26 (estimated)

Pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida Statutes, Council review of local government comprehensive plan
amendments is limited to adverse effects on regional resources and facilities identified in the strategic regional
policy plan and extrajurisdictional impacts that would be inconsistent with the comprehensive plan of any
affected local government within the region. A written report containing an evaluation of these impacts,
pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida Statutes, is to be provided to the local government and the state land
planning agency within 30 calendar days of receipt of the amendment.

DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT

The City is amending its comprehensive plan based on an evaluation completed by the City to reflect changes
in state requirements pursuant to Section 163.3191, Florida Statutes. More specifically, the item amends the
Future Land Use Map as well as the text of the Future Land Use Element; the Transportation Element; the
Infrastructure Element; the Economic Development Element; the Conservation Element; the Recreation and
Open Space Element; the Public Schools Facilities Element; the Intergovernmental Coordination Element; and
the Capital Improvements Element (see attached excerpts).

1. ADVERSE EFFECTS TO SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL RESOURCES AND FACILITIES
IDENTIFIED IN THE STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN

The City is bisected by U.S. Highways 27, Alternate 27 and 41 as well as State Road 121, all of which are
identified in the North Central Florida Strategic Regional Policy Plan as regionally significant facilities.
Nevertheless, significant adverse impacts are not anticipated to occur to these regional roads as a result of
the amendment since the amendment does not result in an increase in intensity or density of use.

The City is not located within any Natural Resources of Regional Significance as identified and mapped
in the regional plan.

2. EXTRAJURISDICTIONAL IMPACTS INCONSISTENT WITH THE
COMPREHENSIVE PLANS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS WITHIN THE REGION

The City Comprehensive Plan, as amended, is not anticipated to create significant adverse impacts to adjoining
local governments.

Request a copy of the adopted version of the amendment? Yes No
It is recommended that these findings be forwarded to the City and | Not Applicable X
the Florida Department of Commerce.

v \williston\wl 26-1er.fin\williston 26-1er.fin.docx
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CITY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
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Chapter 3 Transportation Element

Goals, Objectives and Policies

GOAL 1

Provide a safe, convenient and energy efficient transportation network to meet present and future demands.
Objective 1.1

The City shall provide for a safe, convenient and efficient motorized and non-motorized transportation system.

Policy 1.1.a The City hereby states, by adoption in the comprehensive plan, the following peak hour LOS standards
shall apply for each functionally classified facility type.

e Arterial Roadways - Peak Hour Level of Service D
e Collector Roadways - Peak Hour Level of Service D
e Florida Interstate Highway System (FIHS) - Peak Hour Level of Service C

Policy 1.1.b The City, through the Land Development Code and review process, will establish-analysis—and-review
eriteria-implement aAnalysis and review criteria for roadways and intersections sheuld-including e-traffic flow and
quality levels of traffic based on performance measure like vehicle speed, density, and congestion. Roadways unable
to obtain the adopted LOS due to environmental constraints or are not financially feasible will be identified as
constrained or backlogged roadways.

Policy 1.1.c The City, along with County and State of Florida, will continue to maintain the existing system of collectors
and work to widen those pavements which do not meet minimum width standards_in_accordance with _the capital
budgeting process.

Policy 1.1.d No additional roads will be constructed or paved until the existing system of collector roadways is brought
up to acceptable standards.

Policy 1.1.e A priority list of transportation projects will be developed annuaily for evaluation as part of annual update
of the Capital Improvements Element. The list should include the project’'s physical location and what other
information is available. The list shall include projects impacting alternative transportation facilities including
sidewalks, bikeways and multi-use trails.

Policy 1.1.f To reduce the interruption of continuous traffic at intersections where the entering or crossing of a major
street is hazardous, additional traffic signals may be needed. When the City Council determines that additional traffic
signals may be necessary, the City shall request that the Florida Department of Transportation conduct the required
engineering studies. An investigation of the need for traffic signal controis should be conducted in accordance with
the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.

Policy 1.1.g Williston shall continue to be served by a comprehensive network of functionally classified roads designed
to provide access and mobility as appropriate to each street’s individual purpose. The network shall encompass all
planned and existing roadways. The City Council hereby adopts the arterial, collector and local City street system

indicated in the existing and future transportation map series.-indicated-by-Map-3-1to-Map-3-8.

Objective 1.2

By consistent implementation of Land Development Regulations as part of the growth management
process, the City of Williston will achieve safe and convenient access to and mobility between major trip
producers and attractors, future land uses, and special generators, which could also support future
increase in transit services provided within the community.

2018 Comprehensive Plan, as amended through 2026 | City of Williston v 7
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Policy 1.2.a The City will control the connections and access points of driveways and roads to roadways
through its Zoning Regutations and Subdivision Regulations.

Policy 1.2.b All future subdivisions will be required to install roads that meet the minimum applicable standard
specifications in the City of Williston Code of Subdivision Regulations.

Policy 1.2.c Where a subdivision abuts on or contains an existing or proposed arterial street, the Zoning Board and
City Council may require marginal access streets.

Policy 1.2.d Connections and access points of driveways and roads to the state, federal and local highway network
shall be in accordance with Rule 14-97, F.A.C. relating to Florida Department of Transportation access management
standards._Specific design criteria for turning lanes, aprons, radii and other design and construction standards will
guide and determine subdivision regulations, the zoning ordinance and a City public works manual.

Policy 1.3 The following Levels of Service are hereby adopted and shall be maintained for existing or previously
permitted development and for new development or redevelopment in the City or in the City utility service area:

Roadway: Level of Service
Arterial Level of Service “D" Peak Hour
Collector Level of Service “D" Peak Hour

Florida Interstate Highway System (FIHS) “C" Peak Hour
GOAL 2

Coordinate with and utilize the regional transportation planning process and applicable planning documents
including the Florida Transportation Plan and FDOT’s adopted 5-Year Work Program to better plan and maintain a
financially feasible, energy efficient, multi-modal system.

Objective 2.1

To forward a unified strategy of corridor management, as implemented through municipal land development
regulations, right-of-way needs shall be formally identified and a priority schedule for acquisition and preservation
shall be established to protect existing and planned transportation routes from encroachment. In support, access
controls and transportation system management techniques shall continue to be likewise applied through the Land
Development Regulations.

Policy 2.1.a All planned developments, regardless of size or location, shall provide a section line right- of-way
dedication for future road construction. This requirement may be modified or waived in circumstances where pre-
existing development or geologic features such as sinkholes and quarries would create a non-functional road. On the
existing transportation network, all planned development shall be set back from the road centerline according to
subdivision regulations.

Policy 2.1.b The City shall continue to enforce the Williston Land Development Regulations to ensure that all new
construction complies to setback regulations.

Policy 2.1.c The widths of the City rights-of-way vary from 25 feet to 100 feet and about 185 acres, or 34% of the
total developed land in Williston consists of streets and street rights-of-way.

The minimum street right-of-way widths for the City of Williston are as follows:

Type of Road Minimum Right-of-Way Widths Arterial Specified by DOT

2018 Comprehensive Plan, as amended through 2026 | City of Williston
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Secondary Arterial 100 feet

Collector Streets 60-80 feet
Minor Streets 50 feet
Marginal Access Streets 40 feet

Policy 2.1.d The City shall implement a-its established program for mandatory dedications or fees as a
condition of plat approval for acquiring necessary rights-of-way. Where existing right-of-way width is
inadequate, the developer shall dedicate that portion necessary to meet or exceed those standards as
established in the Existing Street System Regulation, design standards and policies in this plan as
condition to receiving any zoning approval or zoning change.

Policy 2.1.e All new private roads shall be constructed to the same standards as City streets.
Objective 2.2

Through plan adoption, coordinate the transportation system with the future land uses shown on the
Future Land Use Map or map series.

Policy 2.2.a The City will utilize the definitions and requirements provided by the Land Development
Regulations so as not to preclude identification of any mass transit corridors at such a future time when
feasible or appropriate.

Policy 2.2.b The Williston City Council will consider regulation of commerciatl strip development along major
highways. Such an ordinance might include, but not be limited to:

a. Criteria to be considered in reviewing rezoning applications;

b. _Minimum standards for curb cuts, setbacks, frontage roads, etc. according to the functional
classification of the highway system.

b-c. how best to accommodate parking demand.

Policy 2.2.c Through consistent application of the Land Development Regulations and as directed by the
Future Land Use Element, the City will seek approve residential development at planned densities as
measured by block, zoning district and neighborhood levels.

Policy 2.2.d The City will continue to utilize the Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) to coordinate
redevelopment activities to increase density, intensify use of the downtown creating a pedestrian oriented
center, and to provide parking in sufficient quantities to support expanded use.

Policy 2.2.e The City shall coordinate with the Community Redevelopment Agency to ensure expanded
pedestrian access and parking supplies exist for the downtown. The Community Redevelopment Agency
may act to advise the Williston Planning and Zoning Commission and the City Council on redevelopment
programs and incentives.

Policy 2.2.f The City will review its Land Development Regulations to ensure it promotes transit supportive
development practices.

Objective 2.3

2018 Comprehensive Plan, as amended through 2026 | City of Williston e "
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plans, programs and improvements contained in the Florida Department of Transportation's adopted 5-
year Work Program.

Policy 2.3.a City staff shall review other applicable public transportation plans to determine where the
City's comprehensive plan content conform to state, regional and County transportation planning GOALs.

Policy 2.3.b The City will act to forward a regional approach to transportation planning and decision-
making, participating in a shared process. On an individual basis the City may evaluate interlocal
agreements as possible solutions to transportation for those needs having more than a local component.

Objective 2.4
The provision of motorized and non-motorized vehicle parking, and the provision of bicycle and pedestrian
ways will be regulated as new capacity is developed.

Policy 2.4.a The City will continue to evaluate alternative concurrency and parking strategies that reduce
traffic congestion and improve the overall economic vitality of downtown Williston, while forwarding
solutions to future transportation needs. In addition, the City shall assess parking demand as a critical
factor aiding the evaluation of alternatives.

Policy 2.4.b The City of Williston has not designated any official bicycle ways as a part of its comprehensive
plan. Such future designation will place a priority upon: First Priority: Linking residential neighborhoods to
municipal parks. Second Priority: Linking residential neighborhoods to schools.

Policy 2.4.c The City shall review all proposed development for its accommodations of bicycle and
pedestrian traffic needs

Policy 2.4.d The City will encourage developers to provide sidewalks and bicycle paths. This will be done
through local development regulations. The city will also make provisions to waive or amend the
requirement if the city determines it to be too costly to any of the parties involved in the development.

Policy 2.4.e The City shall meet with the Florida Department of Transportation to discuss the possibility of
pursuing a Lane Elimination on N. Main Street to recapture the economic vitality, safety and aesthetics of
the downtown Central Business District.

Objective 2.5

The City's transportation system will emphasize safety, aesthetics and may accommodate context
sensitive design solutions for the development of new facilities.

Policy 2.5.a The City shall adeptimplement design criteria for landscaping and signs along roadways, and
continue towilt implement a program to landscape and maintain existing median strips and rights-of-way.

Policy 2.5.b The City shall eliminate or minimize roadway designs which lead to hazardous conditions by:
requiring the provision of adequate storage and turning areas; prohibiting direct access from driveways
and local roads onto high-speed traffic lanes; preventing conflicts between roadway and pedestrian or rail
traffic; and, providing adequate capacity for emergency evacuation.

Policy 2.5.¢ The City Police Department shall prepare annual accident reports for all collector and arterial
roads.

Policy 2.5.d The City will require that any sign, obstruction or other feature which creates a hazard or
impediment to the safe, convenient flow of persons and vehicles be removed. This will be implem

2018 Comprehensive Plan, as amended through 2026 | City of Williston
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via sign controls, zoning and subdivision ordinances and any other methods deemed appropriate.

Policy 2.5.e The City shall continue its tree planting program, whereby trees are planted along certain
roads in the City on an annual basis. Flowering trees and shrubs such as crepe myrtle, dogwoods, azaleas
and red buds are appropriate.

Objective 2.6
The City adopted an Airport Master Plan and intends to keep that plan current and to implement its
policies.

Policy 2.6.a Adverse structural and non-structural impacts to natural resources onsite and offsite shall be
avoided or mitigated.

Policy 2.6.b The City of Williston and Levy County have implemented airport zoning controls through their
Land Development Regulations. The City and County will schedule meetings to discuss instituting a
process whereby Williston shall receive extraterritorial notification of tand use changes, density increase
or zoning relief requests within noise contours and under protected air space as defined by the Williston
Airport Master Plan.

Policy 2.6.c. The City of Williston hereby adopts by reference the City's Airport Master Plan as amended
by Airport Master Plan Update approved in October 2017.

Policy 2.7.c. The City should pursue discussions with the regulatory agencies regarding the reinstatement
of the grass runway.

Objective 2.7

Airport development will provide for adequate onsite traffic circulation and driveway access linking to the
arterial and collector road network, as shown on the map series contained in this element, creating
intermodal links between air travel with other availabie modes of transport.

Policy 2.7.a Improvements to the airport will be in accordance with the adopted plan, applicable state and
federal aviation plans, and all related directives for a civil aviation facility.

Policy 2.7.b The City shall work with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT) and other state and federal agencies to address the required traffic improvements
needed to support the Williston Municipal Airport and preserve development potential. Should site impact
analysis determine roadway improvements are warranted, the City will list those mitigation projects in its
5- year comprehensive plan as privately or publicly funded improvements.

Policy 2.7.c As recommended by the 2017 Airport Master Plan Update, the City will review its airport zoning
standards to ensure that air space protection requirements are consistent with the current requirements
of Chapter 333 of the Florida Statutes. Code review should also include land use compatibility and
intergovernmental planning standards.

Policy 2.7.d The City shall adopt and support land use policies that protect the airport from new
development and redevelopment that is deemed to be incompatible with the Airport Master Plan. Airport
zoning and land use standards shall provide standards that prevent obstructions of aircraft operations by
intersecting the airport's clear zones, approach zones, Runway Protection Zones (RPZs), transition surface,

horizontal surface, and conical surfaces. In support of this effort, the City shall adopt airport compaa

y
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and zoning standards consistent with Chapter 333, Florida Statutes, and Part 77, Federal Aviation
Regulation.

Policy 2.7.e All building regulations - floor area ratios (FAR) and height shall be promoted to guarantee \
the continued efficient operation of the airport and ensure public safety.

Policy 2.7.f The City of Williston shall pursue and coordinate interlocal agreements with Levy County to
require noise disclosure information be distributed for all new land purchases within 2,000 feet of the end
of each runway.

Policy 2.7.g The City shall include the Williston Municipal Airport Manager or their designee in all
development and redevelopment related petitions within the airport's review area as defined by Chapter 333,
Florida Statutes.

Objective 2.8

To create in Williston a dense regional job center, which serves as transportation hub, where energy
efficient land use patterns effectively reduce vehicle emissions and miles traveled.

Policy 2.8.a The City will plan development of the pedestrian improvements necessary to create walkable,
compact residential neighborhoods that support measurable increase in density.

Policy 2.8.b Connectivity between pedestrian, road and bicycle facilities will be emphasized during the site
planning and design process for new development; municipal capital improvements or redevelopment
projects will evaluate where connectivity enhancements could be made. This action shall be taken to
support enhanced pedestrian and intermodal access in the downtown.

Policy 2.8.c Through concentration of new infrastructure and growth adjacent to existing development, the
City will utilize available resources efficiently to sustain intensity of land use, while also preserving
farmland, open space, and environmentally sensitive areas.

Policy 2.8.d Development of the City of Williston’s surface transportation system should provide access
to local goods and services to reduce total vehicle miles traveled.

Policy 2.8.e As growth occurs, the City will evaluate how energy efficient land use patterns have created
density increase at the block, neighborhood and municipal levels. Where data exists related to both land
use and transportation, it will be applied to identify future opportunities for transit corridor identification.

Policy 2.8.f The City will investigate current Land Development Regulations to determine what specific
changes would be needed to increase the concentration of jobs, residences and commercial along local
functionally classified arterial and collector streets to support future efforts to define possibie regional
transit corridors.

Policy 2.8.g Through its Land Development Regulations, the City will seek to implement access and safety
improvements that accommodate and promote paratransit ridership.

Objective 2.9 I
Mobility will be achieved by a multi-modal approach that increases travel choice, while functioning to enhance
infill and redevelopment within the City.

Policy 2.9.a Promote urban development/redevelopment where infill opportunities exist particul
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within downtown Williston to better create a compact, dense and walkable environment containing
varied fand uses.

Policy 2.9.b The City will encourage higher density or mixed-use development types at appropriate
locations within the downtown to encourage alternative modes of transportation.

improvements to the streetscape to encourage more pedestrian trips in support of infill and
redevelopment opportunities.

Policy 2.9.d Through_continued implementation of its Land Development Regulations, the City will obtain
effective access management that preserves existing traffic flow. If current requirements prove
inadequate, then the City will revise its Land Development Regulations as necessary.

Policy 2.9.e The City shall continue to examine and implement traffic calming measures on an as- needed

basis to minimize traffic speed and volume thereby reducing vehicle miles traveled.

Policy 2.9.f The City shall continue to investigate programs to increase pedestrian and non- automotive
travel throughout Williston, including specific improvements to pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure.
Such efforts could inventory existing pedestrian routes, bicycle lanes, any existing multi-purpose trails,
and intermodal connections. The information provided could begin the process of planning for an
enhanced non-motorized component within the City’s transportation system.

Policy 2.9.g The City shall identif-implement recreational transportation opportunities including exercise
trails and riding facilities.

Policy 2.9.h The City shall consider the needs of its aging and disabled populations to enable the mobility
of residents of all abilities and encourage aging-in-place. Such mobility improvements include longer
pedestrian crossing times, wider sidewalks, approaches, and off-road paths for electric scooters (i.e.
wheelchairs) or neighborhood electric vehicles.

Policy 2.9.i The City will explore opportunities with the Florida Department of Transportation for an
overpass over State Road 121 from Williston Crossings to allow electric scooters, neighborhood electric
vehicles or similar vehicles to travel safely to the City Center.

Objective 2.10

The City’s transportation system shall enable City residents the opportunity to live and travel utilizing an
integrated, intermodal transportation system based on Complete Streets design principles as well as the
latest technological innovations and trends including sharing of vehicles, alternative energy source
vehicles, low speed vehicles and bicycles.

Policy 2.10 The City shall encourage the implementation of Complete Streets to accommodate
transportation users of all ages and abilities, improve public health and safety, provide for active mobility
and improve environmental quality.

Qualities of Complete Streets include, but are not limited to, the following:
* Bicycle lanes
e« Buffered bicycle lanes
e Neighborhood Greenway

2018 Comprehensive Plan, as amended through 2026 | City of Williston

Formatted: Font: Franklin Gothic Book

17-



e Multi-Use trails/shared use paths
Cycle tracks

Good sidewalk design
Crosswalks

Interactive fiashing beacons
Pedestrian hybrid beacons

Curb extensions/bulb-outs
Median islands/refuges

Lighting

Qn-Street Darking

f « Shading/Trees

e Road Diets
I Objective 2.11
The City of Williston will adopt Transportation Map Series depicting the surface transportation system.

I Policy 2.11.a The City of Williston hereby adopts the following Maps-3-1-te-3-4-as the Existing Transportation Map
Series. )

I Policy 2.11.b The City of Williston hereby adopts the following Maps 3-6-te-3-8-as the Future Transportation Map
Series

2018 Comprehensive Plan, as amended through 2026 | City of Williston
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Chapter 7 Conservation Element
Goals, Objectives, and Policies

Based upon a thorough review of Williston's natural resources, a conservation plan has been developed. This plan
contains intended actions for the enhancement and maintenance of the City's natural resources.

Each of the Objectives within this section is measurable by a target date, and it is the intent of the elected officials
that the Objectives will be implemented through ordinances, resolutions or administrative actions as may be
appropriate to the Policy or policies associated with each Objective. Unless otherwise stated, the entity responsible
for implementing each Objective and Policy is the City Council.

GOAL 1

Maintain a healthful environment for present and future generations by:

a. Protecting groundwater in the area as a source for potable water.

b. Protecting the current highwater quality of the surface waters in the area.
Gr Protecting the high quality of air in the area.

d. Protecting the aesthetic value of the area.

Objectives and Policies

The following subheadings provide conservation issues which are of concern to Williston. For each area of concern,
Objectives and policies are established.

Development. Although areas of Williston are suitable for development, environmental resources may be adversely
affected and ultimately endanger human life with exposure to poor development practices.

Objective 1

Allow development in Williston only after a thorough review of potential environmental problems has been made.
This analysis shall include physical properties of soils and underlying rocks, soil thickness, depth to groundwater,
groundwater flow characteristics, surface water presence and danger of flooding.

Policy 1.1 New commercial or industrial developments will be required to evaluate geologic hazards on-site
prior to development. This will be implemented through the zoning ordinance.

Policy 1.2 The City Counci! will request the Southwest Florida Water Management District to comment on the
hydrology of the area as it relates to the city's growth and development.

Policy 1.3 Prepare a composite map which illustrates soils, native vegetative communities, geologic, surface
water and groundwater information.

Policy 1.3.a Define areas that have physical limitations and potentials for various types of land use. Policy

1.3.b Define the appropriate land uses based upon the land's physical limitations and potentials.
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Objective 2

Have available both for municipal planning purposes and for developers, more detailed information on
community-wide constraints and opportunities for developments by preparing and adopting suitability maps.

Policy 2.1 When completed, this map will be utilized by all subdividers and developers as the basis for
documenting how they propose to protect and use, conserve or preserve these resources.

Policy 2.2 Blasting for mineral extraction will be prohibited, except at the airport property, which will
require reclamation after mining extraction.

Water Withdrawals. This is an area of concern because potable water is a renewable but not unlimited source,
which if not properly managed, could become contaminated with minerals or pollutants.

Objective 1

Conserve and protect the quality and quantity of current and projected water sources by adopting Land
Development Regulations.

Policy 1.1 Control drainage and runoff through adopted subdivision regulations and/or the zoning
ordinances to ensure that the surface and groundwater supplies in the area are protected from
pollutants.

Policy 1.2 The functions of natural recharge areas shall be protected through the land use plan map
and zoning regulations.

Policy 1.3 Land uses which require water withdrawals from the Floridan aquifer will be carefully
weighed against public benefits before approval is granted as a part of the review process for each
proposed development. This requirement will be incorporated into the adopted Land Development
Regulations.

Policy 1.4 Land uses which require water withdrawals from the land aquifer will be carefully weighed
against public benefits before approval is granted as a part of the review process for each proposed
development. This requirement will be incorporated into the adopted Land Development Regulations.

Policy 1.4 Prohibit solid or liquid waste from being deposited in porous soils which connect to potable
groundwater supplies, by a mandatory sewer hookup ordinance and a solid waste ordinance.

Policy 1.5 The City will conduct drawdown tests, identify the cone of influence and restrict uses to those
which will not adversely affect water quality or quantity.

Policy 1.6 Developers, before they receive a development permit, shall prove to the City Council that
their project would not cause undue water quality or quantity problems in the city. This may include,
but not be limited to, obtaining all permits required by: Florida Department of Environmental Protection
and the Southwest Florida Water Management District.

Policy 1.7 Upon request from the Southwest Florida Water Management District, emergency
conservation measures will be mandated to minimize the impacts of drought and thereby assure a
supply of potable water.

Policy 1.8 The City shall assess its current, as well as projected, water needs and sources for a 10-year
period and submit this information to the appropriate agencies.
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Air Quality

Williston residents enjoy clean quality air, but increasing population, traffic and industrial densities could pose a
threat to future air quality.

Objective 1
Adopt an air quality ordinance as may be required by Florida Statutes.

Policy 1.4 The Planning Commission shall draft and adopt an air quality ordinance which
incorporates, meets or exceeds minimum air guality standards at the state and national levels.

Policy 1.2 Trees and open spaces which contribute to enhancing air quality will be protected through
appropriate ordinances.

Policy 1.3 Restrict industries that produce heavy air emissions from locating within the City.

Policy 1.4 The City shall promote the creation of golf cart, bicycle and pedestrian pathways to reduce
automotive air quality impacts.

Aesthetics

Aesthetics deals with the general appearance or beauty of the City. With this concern in mind, care and
consideration of the various factors of aesthetics should be understood.

Objective 1
Protect and conserve the aesthetic appearance of the community.

Policy 1.1 The City Council willadopt codes, ordinances and regulations addressing issues concerning noise,
smoke, landscaping and other factors which pertain to the aesthetics of the community.

Policy 1.2 Support actions which would preserve native trees and conserve any vegetation which is
aesthetically pleasing.

Policy 1.3 Permit reasonable advertising by signs in a manner which does not “clutter” the City, obstruct vision
or interfere with the orderly flow of traffic.

Policy 1.4 Conduct an analysis of the benefits of adopting a tree ordinance or landscape ordinance.
Objective 2

Promote compact clustered pedestrian friendly developments through mixed use or Planned Development land use
types.

Policy 2.1 Review and reinforce the City's Planned Development (PD} Ordinance to maximize open space,
improve aesthetics and reduce City utility installation costs.

Policy 2.2 Ten (10} acres of open space or conservation area will be made available per 1,000
population, as provided in the Recreation and Open Space Element.
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Policy 2.3 The City of Williston shall continue to seek assistance through the Florida Recreation
Development Assistance Program (FRDAP), neighborhood revitalization programs and economic
development programs.

Soils

Soils in and around the City of Williston are used for both development and agriculture. Proper management and
protection of soils are two important elements of conservation.

Objective 1

Develop local ordinances which have provisions to protect and conserve the natural functions of existing soils and
native vegetation.

Policy 1.1 Maintain continual awareness of federal, state and individual proposals that will affect the
environment.

Policy 1.2 Paving blocks and other measures which retain soil permeability will be encouraged through density
bonuses or other incentives.

Objective 2
Discourage excessive or unnecessary development on agriculturally productive lands.

Policy 2.1 Prevent the erosion of soils by new development (including the expansion of existing
developments).

Policy 2.2 Soils and their covering vegetation should be retained, while still providing for development, to allow
them to continue to filter water and recharge the aquifer.

Wildlife Habitat

Protection of wildlife and wildlife habitats is important to the aesthetics and recreational value of a
community.

Objective 1

Require a wildlife assessment and protection component as a portion of all subdivisions and planned
developments of forty (40) acres or greater.

Policy 1.1 A portion of the land area in each subdivision or planned development of forty (40) acres or
greater will preserve endangered or threatened wildlife habitat. In addition to the preservation area,
the applicant shall document other methods used to enhance the ability of endangered or threatened
wildlife populations to co-exist with the proposed development. As used here, "portion” means an area
adequate to support the continuation of viable populations of plant and animal species, and “viable"
shall be determined by either the Florida Department of Environmental Protection or a person holding a
four-year college degree in ecology or the equivalent thereof.

Objective 2
Identify the locations of, and protect endangered and threatened wildlife species.

Policy 2.1 No development activity may adversely impact upon either the habitat or species identified
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as endangered or threatened.

Policy 2.2 The habitat of any threatened species shall be protected and still permit use of private
property. As used here, "protected” is synonymous with "conserved" and shall not be interpreted as
meaning "preserved", and "a use of private property" means the minimum size residential dwelling unit
permitted by the Land Development Regulations and in a location that results in a site plan and
subsequent development that minimizes impact upon the threatened species.

Objective 3

When a unique vegetative community is identified in contiguous Levy County develop an intergovernmental agreement

to help protect the use, conserve or preserve it.

Policy 3.1 Any natural area identified in the future through an amendment of this document, will be
designated as a preservation area.

Objective 4
Any environmentally sensitive lands shall, when identified, be protected.

Policy 4.1 The City Council will, through an adopted interlocal agreement, assist Levy County in
protecting unique vegetative communities located within both jurisdictions.

Policy 4.2 Sinkholes will be protected as provided in the drainage sub-element of the Infrastructure
Element of this plan.

Policy 4.3 Development that will impact wetlands without adequate mitigation will be prohibited.

Hazardous Wastes

A hazardous waste is any substance that can result in a threat to human health or the environment. The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) defines a hazardous waste as a material having any of the following
properties: ignitable, corrosive, reactive or toxic. Examples of hazardous materials include pesticides, paint
solvents, inks and adhesives. These materials become hazardous wasteswastes, then they are no longer needed
and must be discarded.

Objective 1
Adopt an ordinance regulating the collection and disposal of hazardous wastes.

Policy 1.1 The City will adopt an ordinance which regulates hazardous wastes, requiring storing,
handling, and disposal of all hazardous materials in accordance with guidelines from the U.S.Natienal
EPAEnvirenmental-Protection-Ageney and Florida Department of Environmental Protection.

Policy 1.2 The City shall protect the environment against the harmful impacts of hazardous waste by:

d: Monitoring the sources of hazardous waste within the City;
2. Enforcing local, regional, state, and federal regulations and restrictions; and
3. Educating the public about proper hazardous waste disposal practices.
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FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCILS ASSOCIATION
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT REVIEW FORM 01

Regional Planning Council: North Central FI Regional Planning Council Item No. 59
Review Date: 10/22/26 Local Government: Town of Greenville
Amendment Type: Adopted Amendment Local Government Item No.:

State Land Planning Agency Item No.: 26-1ER
Date Mailed to Local Government and State LLand Planning Agency: 10/23/26 (estimated)

Pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida Statutes, Council review of local government comprehensive plan
amendmentsis limited to adverse effects on regional resources andfacilities identified in the strategic
regional policy plan and extrajurisdictional impacts that would be inconsistent with the comprehensive
plan of any affected local government within the region.A written report containing an evaluation of these
impacts, pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida Statutes, is to be provided to the local government and the
state land planning agency within 30 calendar days of receipt of the amendment.

DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT

The Town is amending the text of the Town Comprehensive Plan based on an evaluation completed by
the Town to reflect changes in state requirements pursuant to Section 163.3191, Florida Statutes. More
specifically, the amendment revises the text of the Land Use Element; the Transportation Element; the
Housing Element; the Infrastructure Element; the Conservation Element; the Recreation and Open Space
Element; the Intergovernmental Coordination Element; the Capital Improvements Element; the Capital
Improvements Element; the Public School Facilities Element; the Property Rights Element; and the
Future Land Use Plan Map of the Town Comprehensive Plan (see attached excerpts).

1. ADVERSE EFFECTS TO SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL RESOURCES AND FACILITIES
IDENTIFIED IN THE STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN

The Town is bisected by U.S. Highway 90 which is identified and mapped in the Strategic Regional
Policy Plan as Regional Transportation Facilities. Nevertheless, significant adverse impacts are not
anticipated to occur to these regional roads as a result of the amendment since the amendment does not
result in an increase in intensity or density of use.

The Town is not located within any Natural Resources of Regional Significance as identified and mapped
in the regional plan.

2% EXTRAJURISDICTIONAL IMPACTS INCONSISTENT WITH THE
COMPREHENSIVE PLANS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS WITHIN THE REGION

The Town Comprehensive Plan, as amended, is not anticipated to create significant adverse impacts to
adjoining local governments.

Request a copy of the adopted version of the amendment? Yes No

It is recommended that these findings be forwarded to the Town

and Florida Department of Commerce. Not Applicable _ X
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TOWN COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT
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TOWN OF GREENVILLE | COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 2046

CHAPTER 2 - TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT
Goals, Objectives, and Policies

GOAL 2: PROVIDE FOR A SAFE, CONVENIENT AND EFFICIENT TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM AVAILABLE TO
ALL OF GREENVILLE'S RESIDENTS.

OBIJECTIVE 2.1: Greenville shall coordinate its traffic circulation system with the plans and programs of
FDOT's Five-Year Work Program and Madison County to maintain existing levels of service, mitigate
problem areas and ensure accident rates remain at or below current levels through the applicable 20-Year
Planning Period.

Policy 2.1.1: The adopted roadway level-of-service (LOS) standards for roadways within the Town shall be
LOS “C” for principal arterial roadways and LOS “D” for all other roadways, consistent with the Capital
Improvements Element.

Policy 2.1.2: The Town shall, during the capital improvements planning process for roadway
improvements, review proposed roadway improvements to be completed as part of the implementation
of the FDOT Five-Year Work Program to ensure that capital project planning is complementary and
consistent with state roadway improvement planning.

Policy 2.1.3: The Town shall, as part of the capital improvement scheduling of roadways improvements,
review all proposed roadway improvements to determine if such improvements are consistent with the
Future Land Use Element. Where a roadway is operated and maintained by another jurisdictional
authority, the Town shall notify such jurisdiction in writing if any identified roadway improvement plans
are not consistent with the provisions of the Future Land Use Element.

OBJECTIVE 2.2: The Town shall maintain land development regulations that coordinate the traffic
circulation system with the future land uses shown on the Future Land Use Map or Map Series.

Policy 2.2.1: Transportation concurrency review and the availability of public facilities shall continue to be
administered through the Town'’s existing, adopted Concurrency Management System, as allowed by state
law.

Policy 2.2.2: Prior to the approval of developments with direct access to the State Highway System, the
Town shall coordinate with the FDOT to assure that subdivision plats and site plans for multiple family and
nonresidential developments conform to applicable access management standards.

Policy 2.2.3: The Town shall direct future development to areas with adequate existing or planned
infrastructure capacity, consistent with the Capital Improvements Element and adopted level-of-
standards.

Policy 2.2.4: The Town shall continue to limit or otherwise restrict strip commercial and residential
development along arterial and collector roadways and provide for open space, landscaping and buffering
in such development.

Policy 2.2.5: The Town shall ensure safe and convenient on-site traffic flow, considering needed motorized
and non-motorized vehicle parking.
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Policy 2.2.6: The Town shall continue to require new development to pay its proportionate share of impact
to the roadway system and shall continue to implement concurrency review through its existing, adopted
Concurrency Management System and land development regulations, as allowed by applicable state law.

OBJECTIVE 2.3: The Town will maintain land development regulations which protect existing and future
rights-of-way from building encroachment.

Policy 2.3.1: All new commercial and residential development shall provide adequate and safe parking
facilities, consistent with existing, adopted standards.

Policy 2.3.2: Proposed development requiring site plan approval or platting shall provide for bicycle and
pedestrian ways along proposed collector and arterial roadways, where feasible and appropriate, as
integrated or parallel transportation facilities.

Policy 2.3.3: Greenville shall develop procedures as part of its land development regulations for acquiring
rights-of-way needed for potential future road construction projects.

Policy 2.3.4: Building setbacks from public roads shall be maintained to preserve rights-of-way, consistent
with existing, adopted roadway plans and standards.

Policy 2.3.5: Properties under the same ownership, or those consolidated for development, shall continue
to be treated as one property for access management and shall not receive the maximum potential
number of access points for that frontage indicated under minimum access spacing standards.

Policy 2.3.6: Large commercial developments shall provide and/or extend nearby local and collector
streets and provide street connections with surrounding residential areas so residents may access the
development without traveling on arterial streets, where feasible and appropriate.

Policy 2.3.7: Shopping centers shall provide a unified access and circulation plan and outparcels shall
obtain access from the unified access and circulation system.

Policy 2.3.8: Existing lots unable to meet the access spacing standards for arterials shall obtain access from
platted side streets, parallel streets, service roads, joint and cross-access or the provision of easements.

Policy 2.3.9: Adequate corner clearance shall continue to be maintained at crossroad intersections with
arterials, consistent with existing, adopted access management standards.

Policy 2.3.10: The Town shall encourage cross-access connections easements and joint driveways, where
available and economically feasible.

Policy 2.3.11: The Town shall encourage closure of existing excessive, duplicative, unsafe curb cuts or
narrowing of overly wide curb cuts at the development site.

OBJECTIVE 2.4: The Town shall prioritize the paving of local roads and streets as part of its annual review
of the Capital Improvements Program.

Policy 2.4.1: The Town will develop criteria for evaluating road paving projects.
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Policy 2.4.2: The Town will coordinate with Madison County to analyze the timing and adequacy of County
funds provided to the Town for paving projects.
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TOWN OF GREENVILLE | COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 2046

CHAPTER 5 - CONSERVATION ELEMENT
Goals, Objectives, and Policies

GOAL 5: THE NATURAL RESOURCES OF THE TOWN SHALL BE PRESERVED, PROTECTED OR ENHANCED
AS THE DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED IN THE FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OCCURS.

OBJECTIVE 5.1: The Town shall protect air quality through the appropriate siting of development and
associated public facilities, including the use of buffers and setbacks where needed to reduce adverse
impacts.

Policy 5.1.1: All required air guality permits shall be obtained from the appropriate permitting agency
prior to the issuance of development orders, so that air quality levels established by the FDEP are
maintained in the Town.

OBIJECTIVE 5.2: Greenville shall review all development requests to prevent the quality and quantity of
ground and surface waters from being degraded through the applicable 20-Year Planning Period.

Policy 5.2.1: Permits for new development shall be issued only if the development proposal contains a
surface water management plan consistent with this Comprehensive Plan and applicable permitting
requirements of FDEP and the Suwannee River Water Management District.

Policy 5.2.2: Applicants proposing groundwater withdrawals shall obtain the necessary permits from the
Suwannee River Water Management District before requesting a development permit from the Town.

Policy 5.2.3: The Town shall coordinate with Suwannee River Water Management District regarding water
conservation recommendations and programs.

Policy 5.2.4: The Town shall coordinate with Madison County to maintain an emergency water
conservation plan.

Policy 5.2.5: The Town shali continue to apply existing, adopted stormwater management standards for
new development to ensure that post-development runoff rates, volumes and pollutant loads do not
exceed pre-development conditions, consistent with applicable state and regional requirements.

OBJECTIVE 5.3: The Town shall implement measures for conservation and protection of wetlands,
wildlife, and wildlife habitat in the development review and approval process.

Policy 5.3.1: The Town shall continue to regulate development within 100-year floodplains in order to
maintain flood carrying and flood storage capacities and reduce the risk of property damage and loss of
life. The Town shall participate in the National Flood Insurance Program and regulate development and
utility installation in flood hazard areas in conformance with the program requirements. Where feasible,
structures shall be clustered on non-flood prone portions of a site; where the entire site is flood prone,
structures shall be elevated at least 2 feet above the highest adjacent grade, consistent with existing,
adopted floodplain management regulations and applicable law.

Policy 5.3.1.a: The Town shall continue to implement floodplain management regulations consistent with

the National Flood Insurance Program and applicable state law. The Town shall not adopt or enforce any
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ordinance for substantial improvements or repairs to a structure that includes a cumulative substantial
improvement period, except as otherwise authorized by state law.

Policy 5.3.2: Through the development review process, the Town shall require that post-development
runoff rates and poliutant loads do not exceed pre-development conditions, consistent with applicable
standards.

Policy 5.3.3: The Town shall continue to maintain a 25-foot natural buffer adjacent to all high-quality
wetlands, perennial rivers, streams and creeks. Residential, commercial and industrial land uses shall be
prohibited within the buffer; agriculture, silviculture and resource-based recreational activities may be
allowed within the buffer subject to best management practices and applicable law.

Policy 5.3.4: The Town shall continue to maintain a 25-foot natural buffer around all wetlands.
Residential, commercial and industrial land uses shall be prohibited within the buffer; resource-based
recreational activities may be allowed within buffer as allowed by law. Development on sites containing
wetlands shall be clustered or located on upland areas where available, and shall avoid creation of lots
that do not include buildable upland areas where upland areas are available.

Policy 5.3.5: The Town shall support the Suwannee River Water Management District in conducting water
conservation programs by assisting with public information regarding water use restrictions in the case of
water shortages.

OBIECTIVE 5.4: The Town shall include stream bank protection and woodland improvement measures in
the development review process to conserve, use and protect soils, minerals and native vegetative
communities.

Policy 5.4.1: The Town shall consider topographic, hydrologic and vegetative cover factors in the site plan
review of proposed developments.

Policy 5.4.2: The Town shall assist the U.S. Soil Conservation Service in activities directed at minimizing
soil erosion.

Policy 5.4.3: The Town shall review development proposals for mineral extraction to ensure that the
water quality of wetlands, surface waters, or aquifers is not degraded and that there is no net loss or
impairment of the natural functions of wetlands or surface waters due to mining.

Policy 5.4.4: Within areas identified as natural aquifer recharge areas, the generation, use, storage,
transfer, treatment, or disposal of hazardous materials (including hazardous waste, agricultural
chemicals, and petroleum products) shall continue to be prohibited unless adequate impervious
containment facilities are in place that are capable of handling the maximum quantities of hazardous or
toxic materials at any one time, consistent with applicable law.

OBIJECTIVE 5.5: The Town shall require development proposals to address protection of identified
endangered and threatened ecological communities and wildlife from impacts of proposed
development. Developments of 50 units or more shall submit an inventory of wildlife and plant life
present on the proposed development site.
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Policy 5.5.1: Development shall not be permitted where it will significantly damage or destroy the
habitat of species listed as endangered or threatened as identified by the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission.

Policy 5.5.2: The Town shall require development proposals to comply with applicable federal and state
regulations pertaining to endangered, threatened, and rare species.

Policy 5.3: The Town shall require development to be clustered or located on upland areas, where
available, on parcels that contain wetlands and/or native vegetation, and shall avoid creation of lots that
do not include buildable upland areas where uplands are available.

Policy 5.5.4: The following standards shall continue to apply to activities located in close proximity to
public potable water wells:
a. Septic tanks shall be prohibited within two hundred (200) feet of a well, except as allowed by
law;
b. Any generation, use, storage, transfer, treatment, or disposal of hazardous materials (including
hazardous waste, agricultural chemicals, and petroleum products) shall be prohibited within five
hundred (500) feet of a well, except as allowed by law.

Policy 5.5.5: When viable populations of wildlife, including endangered or threatened species or species
of special concern, are found on development sites, development shall occur on unoccupied portions
of the site to the extent practicable.

OBIJECTIVE 5.6: Development activities shall provide protection to the environment and the public
welfare from hazardous wastes, consistent with applicable federal and state requirements.

Policy 5.6.1: The Town shall coordinate with Madison County to develop an emergency response plan to
handle accidents involving hazardous wastes.

Policy 5.6.2: Users and generators shall properly store and dispose of hazardous materials and waste
consistent with applicable law. Large quantity generators (companies that generate in excess of 2,200
pounds per month) and industrial or commercial parks containing generators that produce waste not
suitable for recycling, exchange or reuse shall be encouraged to reduce hazardous waste volumes and
obtain necessary permits for any on-site treatment facilities. Existing federal and state regulations relating
to storage, transfer, and disposal shall be implemented, and the Town shall support and coordinate
compliance efforts with appropriate state and County agencies.
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FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCILS ASSOCIATION
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT REVIEW FORM 01

Regional Planning Council: North Central Fl Regional Planning Council Item No.: 60
Review Date: 10/22/26 Local Government: Alachua County
Amendment Type: Adopted Amendment Local Government Item No.: Z26-000003

State Land Planning Agency Item No.: 26-2ER

Date Mailed to Local Government and State Land Planning Agency: 10/23/26 (estimated)

Pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida Statutes, Council review of local government comprehensive plan
amendmentsis limited to adverse effects on regional resources and facilities identified in the strategic
regional policy plan and extrajurisdictional impacts that would be inconsistent with the comprehensive
plan of any affected local government within the region. A written report containing an evaluation of
these impacts, pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida Statutes, is to be provided to the local government
and the state land planning agency within 30 calendar days of receipt of the amendment.

DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT

The County is amending the text and the Future Land Use Plan Map of the County Comprehensive Plan
based on an evaluation completed by the County to reflect changes in state requirements pursuant to
Section 163.3191, Florida Statutes. More specifically, the amendment revises the text of the Land Use
Element; the Transportation Mobility Element; the Housing Element; the Potable Water and Sanitary
Sewer Element; the Solid Waste Element; the Stormwater Management Element; the Conservation and
Open Space Element; the Recreation Element; the Intergovernmental Coordination Element; the Capital
Improvements Element; the Economic Element; the Community Health Element; the Energy Element;
and the Future Land Use Plan Map of the County Comprehensive Plan (see attached).

1. ADVERSE EFFECTS TO SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL RESOURCES AND FACILITIES
IDENTIFIED IN THE STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN

The amendment does not result in an increase in intensity or density of uses. Therefore, significant
adverse impacts are not anticipated to occur to the Regional Road Network or Natural Resources of
Regional Significance, as identified and mapped in the North Central Florida Strategic Regional Policy
Plan.

2. EXTRAJURISDICTIONAL IMPACTS INCONSISTENT WITH THE
COMPREHENSIVE PLANS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS WITHIN THE REGION

The County Comprehensive Plan, as amended, is not anticipated to create significant adverse impacts to
adjoining local governments.

Request a copy of the adopted version of the amendment? Yes No

It is recommended that these findings be forwarded to the | ¢ Applicable X
County and the Florida Department of Commerce. -
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Alachua County Comprehensive Plan 2026-2046
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TRANSPORTATION MOBILITY ELEMENT

GOAL

Estabtists Achieve a multi-modal transportation system that provides mobility options for
pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users, motorized-vehicle users, users of rail and aviation facilities,
and is sensitive to the cultural and environmental amenities of Alachua County.

AUTOMOBILE BICYCLEANDPEDESTRIAN-CIRCULATHON

PRINCIPLE 1

To establish and maintain a safe, convenient, and efficient transportation system for all users that
is capable of moving people and goods throughout the County.

PRINCIPLE 2

To reduce per capita vehicle miles of travel and per capita greenhouse gas emissions through the
provision of mobility within compact, mixed-use, interconnected developments that promote
walking and bicycling, allow for the internal capture of vehicular trips and provide the densities and
intensities needed to support transit.

PRINCIPLE 3

Discourage sprawl and encourage the efficient use of land in the Urban Cluster by directing new
development and infrastructure to areas where mobility can be provided via multiple modes of
transportation.

PRINCIPLE 4

funding-system-that rBecognizes that automobile traffic congestion is accepted in growing urban
areas, so long as viable alternative modes of transportation are provided that serve travel demand
along congested corridors. o4 SOMe+oac S eoffb S i
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1.0 FRANSPORTAHON-SYSTEM-CAPACITY ALACHUA COUNTY MOBILITY PLAN

OBJECTIVE 1.1

Transportation Mobility within the Ur luster

Policy 1.1.21 Urban—TFransportation—MobitityDistriets—are The transportation system within the
Urban Cluster shall be designed to support compact, mixed-use developments
provided for in the Future Land Use Element by developing an interconnected multi-
modal transportation system that reduces per capita greenhouse gas emissions by
encouraging walking, bicycling and driving short distances between residential,
retail, office, educational, civic and institutional uses and utilizing transit to
commute to regional employment, educational and entertainment destinations.
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Policy 1.1.32 TheintentofUrbantransportationMobitity Bistrictsare:

ta}—Foe The County shall provide for mobility within urban-areas the Urban Cluster
through the development of an interconnected network of:

t

2}

(a) Roadways that provide multiple route choices, alternatives to the
state road system and protect the Strategic Intermodal System (SIS).

(b) Rapid Transit and Express Transit Corridors that connect mixed use
Transit Oriented Developments, Traditional Neighborhood Developments
and Activity Centers and facilitate efficient and cost-effective transit
service to regional employment, educational and entertainment
destinations.

(c) Bicycle lanes, sidewalks, and multi-use paths that connect
residential, commercial, office, educational and recreation uses and
provide multi-modal access to transit.
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Policy 1.1. The County shall seek to reduce congestion within the Urban Cluster by capturing

ps from Arounding rural ared MUn palities and adjacen QuUNLIE Nrougn

Policy 1.1.7 To provide for multi-modal cross-access and connectivity within and between
developmen 0 encourage walking and bicycling and reduce travel distances and

Policy 1.1.48 Within the Urban Cluster, the County adopts multi-modal level of service (LOS)
guidelines for the following:

Leusdaitauiicn Standard of Measure
(LOS)
Pedestrian B Based on Presence of a pedestrian facility
Bicycle B Based on Presence of a bike lanes / paved shoulders
Express Transit B Based on Peak Hour Frequency of 15 minutes or less
Motor Vehicle* D Professionally Accepted Traffic Analysis

* Guidetine applies to Collector and Arterial Roads

(a) In order to achieve the level of service guideline for pedestrians and bicyclists, the
facility shall run the entire length of the roadway segment. A pedestrian facility shall
be either a multi-use path on one (1) side of the roadway or sidewalks on both sides
of the roadway. A multi-use path along a roadway shall resultin a LOS B for bicyclists.
The LOS for bicycle and pedestrian travel is the goal for all collector and arterial
roadways within the Urban Cluster by 2040, not a standard that is intended to be
achieved on an annual basis for each roadway.

(b) Express Transit Service shall be provided for a minimum of two (2) hours during both
the AM and PM peak periods. The LOS for Express Transit Service shall be a goal
achieved within the Urban Cluster on each of the routes shown on the Express Transit
Corridors map by 2636 2040. The peak hour frequency for each route shall be a
minimum of 30 minutes and may be increased to additional service to meet demand
and maintain up to fifteen (15) minute headways based on the capacity and
productivity of the service.

(c) Within each UrbanTransportation-Mobility Fee Benefit District, achievement of the
LOS for all functionally classified roadways shall be based on an Areawide LOS. The
Areawide LOS shall be determined by dividing the sum (3) of total traffic by the sum
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(3) of the total maximum service volume at the adopted LOS guideline for all
functionally classified roadways.

Policy 1.1.59 Over the time horizon of the Comprehensive Plan, as the densities and intensities
within the Urban Cluster necessary to support transit are realized, the County shall
transition from providing new capital infrastructure for a multi-modal transportation
network to providing frequent transit service along rapid transit corridors. The
Fwenty-{20)year Multi-Modal Transportation Capital Improvements Program in the
Capital Improvements Element provides a schedule of the transition from

development of the interconnected network to provision of transportation services.

Policy 1.1.610 The Multi-Modal Infrastructure Projects in the Capital Improvements Element are
identified to meet the adopted level of service guidelines and proactively address
projected transportation needs from new development and redevelopment within
the Urban Cluster by 2040.

Policy 1.1.610.1 Updates of the Capital Improvements Element (CIE) shall include a roadway
LOS analysis that demonstrates that the Areawide LOS for each Fransportation
Mobility Fee Benefit District is being achieved. Updates shall also demonstrate
that progress is being made toward achieving the identified bicycle, pedestrian
and transit LOS. To measure and evaluate the effectiveness of the Fransportation
Mobility Fee Benefit Districts policies, updates of the CIE shall also include a
vehicle miles of travel (VMT) and mode share analysis for each Fransportation
Mobitity District and the Urban Cluster.

Policy 1.1.610.2 Roadway capacity projects shall focus on the development of an
interconnected network that provides alternatives to the State Road system,
including the provision of additional lanes over Interstate 75.

Policy 1.1.610.3 With the exception of Interstate 75, roadways shall be limited to no more than
a total of four (4) through motor vehicle lanes. AU new bridges over Interstate 75
shall contain provisions for transit, bicycle lanes, sidewalks and/or multi-use
paths.

Policy 1.1.610.4 The time frame for construction of the projects identified in the Capital
Improvements Element is intended to be flexible to address impact from
development as it occurs. Should development activity increase, then the
identified projects will be constructed eartier in the time period; conversely,
should development activity be below normal rates, then the construction start
dates will be pushed back to a later period.

Policy 1.1.610.5 The County intends to engage in Public/Private Partnerships to develop an
interconnected roadway network in undeveloped and underdeveloped portions
of the Urban Cluster to accommodate both the impact from development
currently allowed in the Comprehensive Plan and traffic utilizing existing
roadways.

Policy 1.1.610.6 Should the Areawide LOS for motor vehicles within a Transportation Mobility
District fall below adopted LOS guideline, then the County shall as a part of its
update to the Capital Improvements Element either identify additional motor
vehicle capacity projects or additional bicycle, pedestrian and transit projects in
order to provide enhanced mobility.
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Policy 1.1.610.7 A network of corridors with dedicated transit lane(s) as shown on the Rapid
Transit Corridors Map shall be developed to provide a sense of permanence and
provide developers seeking to build Transit Oriented Development with the
assurance that there is a commitment to transit. Dedicated Transit Lane(s) shall
connect transit supportive development with regional employment, educational
and entertainment centers. The design of dedicated transit lanes (s) shall be
done in consultation with RTS and FDOT on State Roadways. Rapid Transit
Corridors may deviate slightly from the alignment shown to serve a Transit
Oriented Development, Traditional Neighborhood Development or Activity
Center. A Comprehensive Plan amendment shall be required to modify
dedicated transit lane(s) for transportation uses other than provision of transit
service.

Policy 1.1.610.8 Dedicated transit lane(s) shall be designed and constructed in conjunction
with any new roadway projects consistent with the Rapid Transit Corridors map.

Policy 1.1.610.9 The County shall coordinate the provision of park and ride facilities with
transit supportive developments located along Rapid Transit Corridors
consistent with the Capital Improvements Element and associated maps.

Policy 1.1.610.10 Bicycle and Pedestrian facilities shall be provided in accordance with
Objective 1.6.

Policy 1.1.610.11 Large Scale Comprehensive Plan amendments to the Future Land Use
Element or Map that result in a greater transportation impact shall require the
entity requesting the amendment to demonstrate that the adopted LOS
guidelines for the affected Yrban-Ffransportation Mobility Fee Benefit District are
achieved and that additional required infrastructure is fully funded. Applicants
may only include projects that are fully funded and scheduled to commence
construction within one (1) year of approval of the Comprehensive Plan
Amendment.

Policy 1.1.610.12 Requests to expand the Urban Cluster Boundary, whether by public or private
entities, shall require the entity to demonstrate that the adopted LOS guidelines
for the affected Yrban-TFransportation Mobility Fee Benefit District are achieved
and that additional required infrastructure is fully funded. The entity shall also be
required to construct or fully fund bicycle and pedestrian facilities necessary to
achieve the adopted LOS from the proposed newly included properties to an
existing facility or a logical terminus within the existing Urban Cluster Boundary.
Applicants may only include projects that are fully funded and scheduled to
commence construction within one (1) year of approval of the request to expand
the Urban Cluster Boundary. This requirement is in addition to all other
conditions of the Comprehensive Plan, including Policy 7.1.3 of the Future Land
Use Element in order amend the Comprehensive Plan to the expand the Urban
Cluster.

Policy 1.1.610.13 For Annexations within the Urban Cluster the County shall coordinate with
applicable jurisdictions to incorporate the transportation infrastructure
improvements into the jurisdictions Capital Improvements Element. The County
shall not expend any funds for transportation projects within annexed areas or to
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mitigate the impact of developments within municipalities, unless an
intergovernmental agreement is established with the municipality to have
developments fund their proportionate share of the cost to address the
developments impact.

Policy 1.1.711 The County shall implement a A mobility fee shattbe-adopted for the Urban Cluster
and rural areas to ensure that a new development funds mobility and fully mitigates
its impact to the transportation system.

Development shall satisfy transportation impact mitigation obligations
through payment of a mobility fee.

Modes of transportation to be addressed by the mobility fee shall be
consistent with the modes identified in Policy 1.1.48.

The mobility fee shotitd shall reflect the potential to reduce impact to the
major roadway network through an increase in internal capture of trips and
increase in pedestrian, bicycle and transit mode share from Transit Oriented
Developments and Traditional Neighborhood Developments, including
redevelopment of existing areas consistent with design requirements for
such types of development.

(Previously numbered as Policy 1.1.11, and moved here) - Developments may
receive mobility fee credit for the construction of non-site related
infrastructure, purchase of buses and funding of transit required in Policy
1.1.4614.(b)3. Where the cost of the required mutti-modal improvements is
greater than the multi-modal transportation fee, the Developer may seek
reimbursement for the additional funds expended from a Community
Development District (CDD)or Transportation Improvement District (TID)
District. The Developer shall enter into a Development Agreement with the
County to specify timing for the infrastructure projects and funding of transit
service, mobility fee credit, development entitlements, and funding
mechanisms.

Policy 1.1.812 The following are internal street network requirements for all development within the
Urban Cluster:

(a) Developments are required to design and construct a continuous interconnected
network designed to safely calm traffic and encourage walking and bicycling
throughout the development.
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(b)

Street design standards shall address narrow pavement and right-of-way widths,
turning radii, on-street parking, and other design criteria for streets and alleys.
Standards shall promote walking and biking, ensure safety for all users and allow for
emergency access.

t&} (c) Stub-outs of the street network to adjacent parcels with development or

redevelopment potential shall be provided. Provisions for future connections should
be made in all directions whether streets are public or private, except where abutting
land is undevelopable due to environmental or topographical constraints. To planfor
future adaptive redevelopment of adjacent developed land, cross-access shall be
provided even if a cross-access connection on the developed land does not currently
exist. Cross-access connections shall be paved to the property boundary. All private
streets shall provide full access to the general public.

(d) Internalstreets shall connectto stub-outs provided by adjacent developments.

(e) Developments shall provide & an interconnected pedestrian and bicycle
circulation system that includes a network of multi-use paths throughout the
development. The multi-use paths shall connect open space areas, adjacent
developments, and existing or planned bicycle pedestrian facilities along
collector and arterial roadways.

() A developer shall be allowed to propose a plan to provide a network of shared
or separate facilities to provide mobility through low speed electric vehicles.
The plan shall address safety for all modes of transportation with particular
attention paid to bicycle and pedestrian interactions.

Policy 1.1.913 Roadways, dedicated transit lanes and trails identified in the Capital Improvements

Element shall be constructed by the development where the facilities either run
through or are contiguous with the development.

Policy 1.1.1614 A development greater than 1,000 dwelling units or 350,000 sqg ft of non-

(a)

(b)

residential uses shall be required to either:

Mitigate its proportionate share cost for all significant and adverse impacts to
roadways, interstates, intersections and interchanges not addressed through the
multi-modal transportation fee. Significant and adverse impacts to roadways,
intersections, interstates and interchanges shall include all roadways where the
development generates traffic that is five (5) percent or more of the Florida
Department of Transportation Generalized Tables capacity at the adopted roadway
tevel of service guideline. Adverse roadways are roadways that operate below that
adopted roadway level of service guideline. The Florida Department of Transportation
shall be consulted on impacts to Strategic Intermodal System (SIS) facilities, or

Construct and fund multi-modal improvements, to the extent permitted by law, as
described below (capital projects shall be consistent with the Capital Improvements
Element):

()] Construct one of the following:
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a. Construct an overpass over Interstate 75 that accommodates at least
three of the following modes of travel: walking, biking, driving or riding
transit, or

b. Construct two (2) miles of an off-site roadway capacity project, or

¢. Construct four (4) miles of single track or two (2) miles of dual track off-
site dedicated transit lanes.

(2) Construct an off-site multi-use trail connecting two pedestrian generators.
(3) Fund four (4) hybrid or alternative fuel buses.

(4) Construct a surface park and ride lot designed to accommodate a multi-story
parking structure at a future date, the multi-story parking structure may be
constructed in-lieu of the surface lot.

(5) All projects, regardless of proximity to Interstate 75, shall be required to fund
transit for a cumulative twenty (20) year period. The funding of transit shall be
phased in such a manner to increase service frequency coincident with the
construction of the development up to eventual 10 minute headways along
Rapid Transit Corridors from the development site to a centrally located
transit hub on the University of Florida Campus and the Eastside Activity
Center. Timing of the commencement of transit service shall be scheduled
to begin when there are sufficient users projected to utilize the service.

Policy 1.1.11 below has been moved to the renumbered 1.1.11(f) above.

Transportation Mobility in Rural Areas

OBJECTIVE 1.2 -RuratTransportation-Mobitity Districts

To protect and support agricultural activities, preserve the character of rural communities and
encourage development in areas where frastraeture mobility can be provided in a financially
feasible manner, the unincorporated area outside the Urban Cluster as—identified—in—the
Comprehensive—Ptan shall be subject to the following policies for mobility within rural areas
estabtishedasRuratFransportationMobitity Bistriets. Developments within RuratFransportation
Mobitity-Bistriets rural areas are required to mitigate impacts to readways the transportation system
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within the Rurat-and-UrbanTransportattort Mobility Districts as established in the adopted Mobility

Fee.
Policy 1.2.1

Policy 1.2.2

Policy 1.2.3

Policy 1.2.4

Alachua County shatt adopts the following level of service guidelines based on daily
traffic for functionally classified roadways in order to maximize the efficient use and
safety of roadway facilities:

Mode of Travel Level of Service (LOS)
Motor Vehicle C

Alachua County has established level of service guidelines for rural areas to
coordinate capital improvement planning and land use to ensure that growth does
not occur faster than the County’s ability to provide for infrastructure in a financially
feasible manner. The level of service guidelines shall not compel or require the
County to widen or construct new roadways outside of the Urban Cluster in order to
provide capacity to support new development or to address the unmitigated impact
of development from adjacent municipalities and counties.

Amendments to the Future Land Use Element and/or Map, including Sector Plans
and Special Area Plans, will be coordinated with the Transportation Mobility Element
and the Capital Improvement Element through the evaluation of the impact of
additional traffic projected to result from proposed land use plan amendments. This
evaluation shallinclude assessment of the impact on the level of service of individual
affected roads based on the roadway functional classification and number of lanes.

Where the evaluation of a proposed Future Land Use amendment indicates that the
level of service on affected individual roads segments would be reduced below the
adopted level of service guidelines, the amendment shall be accompanied by
corresponding amendments to identify roadway modifications needed to maintain
the existing individual segment by segment level of service guideline, as well as the
scheduling of such modifications in Alachua County's Five Year Capital Improvement
Program.

OBIJECTIVE 1.3. To coordinate land use decisions and access locations and configurations in order
to maintain and improve the efficiency and safety of the transportation system.

Policy 1.3.1

Policy 1.3.2

Proposed development shall be reviewed during the Development Review process
for the provision of adequate and safe on-site circulation, including pedestrian and
bicycle facilities, public transit facilities, access modifications, loading facilities,
and parkihg facilities. In addition to Comprehensive Plan policies, such review shall
include FDOT access management standards. Design criteria, standards, and
requirements to implement this policy shall be included in the update of the land
development regulations.

Access to roadways shall be controlled in order to maximize the efficiency of the
transportation network. The FDOT Access Management Classification System and
Standards shall be incorporated and utilized for reviewing plans submitted to the
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DRC for review and approval. All development orders shall meet at a minimum the
FDOT requirements.

Policy 1.3.3  Alachua County will incorporate within their Land Development Regulations
provisions which address the following:

(a) frontage road, joint access, or cross access easement requirements, where
appropriate.

(b) mandatory off-street loading and parking

(c) intersection/interchange locational restrictions for land uses, including
distance requirements for access cuts near intersections and interchanges

(d) building setback requirements

(e) design standards (i.e., acceleration and deceleration lanes, turning radii,
signalization, etc.)

(f) intersection spacing standards

() minimum maintenance responsibility requirements

(h) sight distance standards

(i) incentives to mitigate poor traffic access/hazardous situations

0 : for il i bicvel ;

I It . oy

(k) highway safety for all users

)] commercial signage/utilities restrictions within rights-of-way

(m) FDOT Access Management Classification System and Standards

(n) cross-access and stub-outs to adjacent parcels

Policy 1.3.4 Development shall be reguired to address operational site related improvements
and operational affects to adjacent major roadway intersections. Criteria shall be
developed based on trip generation to determine the limits for major intersections to
be addressed and the extent of required operational improvements to ensure safe
operations for motor vehicles, pedestrians, and bicyclists. Operational
improvements are considered site related requirements. The addition of through
motor vehicle lanes not directly related to facilitating access to the site are
considered capacity projects and shall be credited accordingly.

Policy 1.3.5 The land development regulations shall include standards, criteria, and procedures
to ensure that an adequate system of roads functionally classified as local provides
safe and maintainable access to new development that will use such roads. These
regulations shall include design standards to ensure that the structural integrity and
volume capacity of such roads are adequate based on projected trips to and from
such development and shall take into account requirements for fire-fighting and
other emergency vehicle access. Evaluation and approval of new development
proposals shallinclude assessment of impact on and capacity of directly connected
existing local roads.
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Policy 1.3.6

Policy 1.3.7

Policy 1.3.8

The-t - 5 Hirtirde Albciiie B hall impt
guidelines, standards, and procedures for the identification of existing local graded
roads providing access to existing development that are deficient based on findings
that the condition of such roads is below or is projected to be below that required to
meet minimum standards for public safety based on factors such as accidents,
indications of inaccessibility to emergency vehicles, indications of inability to
properly maintain, and projected traffic volumes in relation to the condition of the
road. A management program for such roads identified as deficient shall be
deveteped implemented by the Alachua County Public Works Department for
constderation aspartof through the annual Capital Improvements Program update.
This shallinclude identification of the cost of required maintenance orimprovements
necessary to remedy identified deficiencies, identification of existing or proposed
sources of funding such expenditures, and identification of areas proposed for
deferral of further development pending remedy of existing local road deficiencies.

Development shall be required to dedicate the necessary right-of-way proportionate
to the impacts of development along property boundaries of external roadways to
accommodate standard lane widths, turn lanes, bike lanes, clear recovery zones,
stormwater, utilities, sidewalks and multi-use paths. Sidewalks and mutti-use paths
may be provided within an easement along major roadways to preserve and take
advantage of proposed buffers, existing vegetation, environmentally sensitive areas,
and natural features.

Developments that are twenty-five (25) or more residential units in size or that
generate more than 250 daily trips shall provide a minimum of two (2) functional
access points. Exceptions for secondary access are permitted where infeasible due
to original tract dimensions, environmental or topography constraints or existing
development patterns.

OBJECTIVE 1.54 Avoid, minimize, and mitigate adverse impacts upon natural and historic
resources and scenic quality during the siting, design, construction, operation, and maintenance
of the transportation system. Use the transportation system to enhance natural and historic
resources and scenic quality where possible.

Policy 1.54.1 Transportation facilities shall be located, designed, constructed, and maintained to

avoid, minimize and mitigate adverse impacts Conservation and Preservation areas
consistent with Objective 3.6 of the Conservation and Open Space Element.

Policy 1.54.2 Appropriate conservation, arboricultural, and horticultural standards shall be used

in the design, construction, and maintenance of transportation facilities in order to
promote energy conservation, enhance habitat connectivity, provide for the safe
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Policy 1.54.3

passage of wildlife, and improve scenic quality, consistent with Objectives 5.3 and
5.4 of the Conservation and Open Space Element.

The county determines through the adoption of this Comprehensive Plan that there
is no need for, or public purpose for any new turnpikes, expressways or toll roads in
Alachua County that are significantly outside of the rights of way of existing highways.
This policy constitutes a finding of fact that the construction of any new expressways,
turnpikes or toll roads significantly outside of existing highway rights of way by any
agency of government or other entity does not serve a public purpose, and would be
inconsistent with this adopted Comprehensive Plan.

OBJECTIVE 1.65 - Provide a system of safe, pleasant, convenient, and continuous bicycle and
pedestrian network throughout the community.

Policy 1.65.1

Policy 1.65.2

Policy 1.65.3

Policy 1.65.4

Policy 1.65.5

Transportation facilities shall be designed to result in a pleasing environment
enhanced by trees and landscaping that will present an attractive community
appearance, calm traffic, enhance safety, reduce heat istand effects, and provide
shade for pedestrians, bicyclists and transit uses. Where possible, the existing
natural landscape shall be retained or appropriately replicated in roadway design so
as to maintain the sense of place and environmental heritage of Alachua County.

The County shall strive to achieve Platinum Level Bicycle Friendly Community Status
from the League of American Bicyclists.

Alachua County will promote the development of a multi-modal transportation
system consistent with the Capital Improvements Element and the Alachua
Wi iovel tri

New development proposals shall be reviewed as part of the Development Review
process for the provision of adequate and safe bicycle and pedestrian facilities
consistent with policies in the Future Land Use Element. Standards and
requirements for bicycle and pedestrian facilities (such as sidewalks, pedestrian
paths, bicycle lanes, and bicycle parking) shall be detailed in the land development
regulations and include elements such as amount, design, and location.

Streets and roads shall be designed such that automobile and non-automobile
modes of transportation are equitably served to the greatest extent possible. Design
will include public and emergency vehicle access. Such-dDesigns standards shall
include strategies to calm automobile traffic, provide a pleasant pedestrian
environment, and create safe, balanced, livable streets, such as:

(@ narrow travel lane width,

(b) minimum turning radius,

() bike lanes,

(d) pedestrian-friendly frontage uses and design,
(e) street trees, street furniture, and landscaping,
H wide sidewalks,

(g) crosswalks, and/or

(h) gridded street system of short blocks.
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Policy 1.65.6 The preferred location for sidewalks and multi-use paths is the edge of the right-of-
way, behind existing or proposed vegetation.

Policy 1.65.7

Policy 1.65.8 Inside the Urban Cluster, on existing open drainage collector and arterial roadways,
bicycle lanes or paved shoulders shall be provided:

(a) whenever auxiliary lanes or medians are constructed unless prohibited due
to stormwater, environmental or right-of-way constraints.

(b) on reconstruction projects unless prohibited due to stormwater,
environmental or right-of-way constraints.
(c) with resurfacing projects unless prohibited due to stormwater,

environmental, or right-of-way constraints; except where a benefit cost
analysis prepared using a professionally accepted methodology considering
benefits and costs that accrue to the general public as well as to the County
itself does not support the installation of a paved shoulder, the County may
consider an adjacent or parallel multi-use path.

Policy 1.65.9 The County shall incorporate bikeways, trails, and scenic corridors into the
greenways system as provided in Objective 6.3 of the Conservation and Open Space
Element.

Policy 1.65.10 Bicycle and pedestrian access for recreation and transportation throughout the
community shall be incorporated into a linked open space network, or greenways
system, consistent with Objective 6.3 of the Conservation and Open Space Element
and, the County’s Greenways Master Plan, and the Alachua Countywide Bicycle and
Pedestrian Master Plan.

Policy 1.65.11 The County shall design and locate recreation sites to encourage and expand bicycle
and pedestrian access consistent with the Recreation Element.

OBIJECTIVE 1.76

To promote a comprehensive transportation planning process which coordinates state, regional,
and local transportation plans.

Policy 1.76.1 In developing Alachua County's transportation plan, the following plans shall be

considered:
(@) The Florida Department of Transportation's adopted Five-Year Work
Program;
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Policy 1.76.2

Policy 1.76.3

Policy 1.76.4

Policy 1.76.5

)] the annual Transportation Improvement Program and Long Range
Transportation Plan of the Metropolitan Transportation Planning
Organization;

(c) t ide Bi i t

te}(d) thetransportation plans of the municipalities within Alachua County; and

teh(e) the transportation plans of adjacent counties.

Alachua County will coordinate transportation modifications with state, tocal, and
regional plans. Regional plans shall be coordinated through the MTPO for the
urbanized area. For other areas of the County, transportation improvements shall be
coordinated through mutual review of proposed modification programs on an annual
basis with affected municipalities and the state. Atachua County shall consider the
Long Range Transportation Plan in the development of its Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) for County maintained facilities in the municipalities.

Road projects may be constructed by private development interests to provide
access to properties for the purposes of development in accordance with the Future
Land Use Element. These roads must be constructed to appropriate County
standards for the anticipated long-range need of the road projects.

In order to assess intergovernmental traffic impacts, Alachua County shall continue
to coordinate with the following entities concerning the indicated facilities:

(a) the FDOT for state-maintained roads in the unincorporated area,

(b) municipalities in Alachua County for County-maintained roads within the
municipality and municipal roads which may impact those County-
maintained roads, and;

(c) adjacent counties for inter-county roads, where appropriate.
The coordination shall include provisions for:

)] Periodic monitoring reports to be prepared by Alachua County for use by
the FDOT in determining road modifications needs in their five-year work
program.

(2) Reporting of development activity from the entity approving development
orders that would result in additional traffic on County roads to monitor
the capacity of County-maintained facilities and for use in capital
improvement programming.

(3) Procedures for verification with the County of road capacity for
developments whose approval by the entity would generate traffic
exceeding more than five percent (5%) of the maximum capacity of the
road based on the adopted minimum level of service guidelines.

(4) Bicycle facilities and sidewalks.

Alachua County shall continue to coordinate with the Florida Department of
Transportation on development orders issued by the County with access to SIS and
state-maintained roadways by requiring implementation of FDOT access control
regulations and by involving the FDOT in the County's development review process.
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Policy 1.76.6 Alachua County will continue to participate in and support the efforts of the

Policy 1.76.7

Metropolitan Transportation Planning Organization (MTPO) through provision of the
County's proposed transportation modification program to the MTPO for review,
exchange of information such as traffic counts, accident data necessary for planning
by the MTPO, and participation in the MTPO technical advisory committee and on the
MTPO.

Eitizen-patrticipatien Community engagement shall be a part of the traffie-eireutation
transportation planning processs, including but not limited to, Fhisshattinctude; but

not-betimited-to,—¢citizen public participation in the Capital Improvements Element
review process,—conducted—in—accordance—with—Poticy—+6-1+—of —the—Capitat
tmprovementEtement.

OBJECTIVE 1.87 SAFETY

To provide a safe transportation network that supports the needs of all system users.

Policy 1.87.1

Policy 1.87.2

Alachua County shall strive to minimize the number of crashes resulting in fatalities

Policy 1.7.2.1 Alachua unty shall prioritize the planning and programming of

trans i safety i ovement jects that ntribute t ievi
overall 50 percent reduction in fataLand serious inju y rashes Qy 2035 on the

High Injury Networ well tal erious inj s inv tri

Policy 1.8:27.3 The County supports a multi-disciplinary approach to safety that includes

engineers, planners, law enforcement and public health representatives and other
community partners. The County will establish a task force or workgroup that
includes agency and community representatives to aid in identification of specific
strategies that may be available to minimize the number of fatalities and severe
injuries on the County’s transportation network.

Policy 1.8:37.4 The Board of County Commissioners shall receive—a—report—arnuatty;

teentifying—att continually monitor fatalities and severe injuries that occur on the
County’s roadway network—Fhe—report—shattinctude—an—anatysis—of and evaluate

whether any specific system-wide improvements can be identified to reduce
problem areas or corridors.
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Policy 1.8:472.5 Alachua County recognizes the disadvantage that pedestrians and bicyclists
have when crashes occur and shall work with local and State agencies to identify
cost-effective improvements to the transportation network that will result in the

reduction in severity of crashes based on the County’s Safe Streets and Roads for All
Plan.

Policy 1.8:57.6 It shall be the Policy of the Board of County Commissioners that speeds on
County roads shall be the minimum necessary to ensure safe and efficient travel.
Roads and streets shall be designed with context sensitivity using the techniques in
Transportation Mobility Element Policy 1.6.5 to encourage reduced speeds. The
County’s general policy shall be that proposed posted speed increases shall be
brought to the Board for approval along with suggested alternatives.

Policy 1.8:67.7 Alachua County shall, in conjunction with the FDOT and the municipalities
within the County, continue to identify and maintain data on locations of current high
concentrations of crashes. This information shall be used as part of the identification
of projects for Transportation System Management programs.

Policy 1.8-77.8 Alachua County shall develop a long range program in conjunction with the
Capital Improvement Element to improve County-maintained
roadways/intersections identified as having safety problems. Alachua County shall
notify the FDOT of the need for modifications for safety problems identified on state-
maintained roadways.

OBJECTIVE 1.98

To provide for the acquisition and protection of existing and future rights-of-way from development,
including building encroachment.

Policy 1.98.1 The Future Transportation Corridor Map incorporated herein will be used to identify
right-of-way needs along given transportation corridors.

Policy 1.98.2 Alachua County shall protect existing and future rights-of-way through its
development review process. Rights-of-way necessary for County-maintained
projects shall be acquired as—soon as funds become available for such specific
projects. The County will coordinate with the FDOT to determine right-of-way needs
when proposed developments or modifications are adjacent to state-maintained
roadways. The County will coordinate with the Regional Transit Service to determine
right-of-way needs when proposed developments or modifications are adjacent to
future transit corridors. Alachua County shall encourage the FDOT to acquire rights-
of-way necessary for state-maintained projects as soon as funds become available
for such specific projects.

Policy 1.98.3 Standards for roadway construction and development will be established as part of
the land development regulations providing for the protection of existing and future
rights-of-way and easements. This policy shall be applied through the County's
Development Review process.
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2.0. TRANSIT

OBJECTIVE 2.1 - TRANSIT

To assist the providers of mass transit in Alachua County in their planning efforts through
coordination, informational support and participation in planning efforts.

Policy 2.1.1  Alachua County will provide pertinent data to the City of Gainesville to enhance

planning for the Regional Transit System (RTS) service area in the unincorporated
portion of the County.

Policy 2.1.2  Alachua County shall continue to promote the enhancement of transit in_the
unincorporated area through the Long Range Transportation Plan.
Policy 2.1.3  Alachua County shall coordinate with the Regional Transit System (RTS) on all future

transit service, express transit service, rapid transit service, and the location and
design of park and ride facilities, transit stations and dedicated transit lanes.

Policy 2.1.4 Alachua County shall continue to coordinate transit issues with its municipalities,
the Regional Transit System and other transportation providers, transportation
disadvantaged programs, Florida Department of Transportation and Metropolitan
Transportation Planning Organization.

OBJECTIVE 2.2 T onDisad :

Policies below have been moved under “Transit” above.
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Objective 2.3 - Rail Transportation. No proposed changes

3.0 AVIATION. No changes proposed in this section.
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Transportation Mobility Element Map Series

" T or-Fanet ~iassifieat] 262

2. Future Transportation Functional Classifications (2040)

4

. Future Transportation Circulation Map (Number of Traffic Lanes) (2040)

L

Express Transit Corridors

[¢)]

. Rapid Transit Corridors

7. RFSRoeutes Gainesville Regional Transit System Bus Routes

0

Existing & Future Bicycle and Pedestrian Network

10. Fransportation-Mobility Fee Benefit Districts
£ Aviati +Retated-Eacitities-Map-Seri

11. AirFeaeititiestocatorMap; Airport Facilities in Alachua County

. Gainesvile Regionatal | e
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Map to be deleted.
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Map 53. Express Transit Corridors

Replace existing map below with the updated map that follows.

i
=
Lapress Iraroit
| Creriders
|
! Lagerd
£ i
2p A i
— e Pt Tawrys
| e ren ) emamatie bsen
| -Gt bt Yy
| RN

| — |
L

L I

Ty o e 11 XY

bmlarar S 0 eE

Updated Map, Express Transit Corridors:

.’ b N
iy Wk, J

| == To tavenide Actity Conter

| Exprass Transit Service Routes
— Halie Flantston fpress
— MDAy 1 JOSOAWER Lipiets

| w— Saras Fe/ Soats Eapress

Adaziaay County Misticipalites |

—
B 1 L™
hadf
|
] 2 ER
e A PREPARED BY num%s
= R

Ordinance for Alachua County Comprehensive Plan Evaluation & Appraisal Based Amendments

September 22, 2026
Page 104

-77-



Docusign Envelope ID;: CD8FE164-50E7-8F97-83D4-B9A7D3846C71

Alachua County Comprehensive Ptan 2026-2046
Evaluation and Appraisal Amendments

Map 64. Rapid Transit Corridors

Replace existing map below with the updated map that follows.
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Map 75. Atachtua-County/City-of-Gainesvite RFSReutes
Gai B Begianall it S Bus R

Replace existing map below with updated map that follows.
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Map 86. Existing and Future Bicycle and Pedestrian Network
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Map 7. Mobility F

New map to be added and adopted as part of Comprehensive Plan:
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Map 468. Fransportation Mobility Fee Benefit Districts

Replace existing map below with updated map that follows.
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Map +19. Airport Facilities tocator-Map in Alachua County

Replace existing map below with updated map that follows.
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Updated Map, Airport Facilities in Alachua County:

Airport Facilities in Alachua County
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Man-15- Gainesvitie-Regienabai

The following map is to be deleted.
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CONSERVATION AND OPEN SPACE ELEMENT

GOAL

TO CONSERVE, MANAGE AND RESTORE OR ENHANCE THE NATURAL AND HUMAN-RELATED
RESOURCES OF ALACHUA COUNTY TO ENSURE LONG-TERM ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY FOR THE
FUTURE.

1.0 CONSERVATION OVERVIEW

OBJECTIVE 1.1 - CONSERVATION STRATEGIES
Embrace multiple, diverse strategies for the conservation of natural systems in Alachua County.

Policy 1.1.1 The County shall promote the long-term maintenance of natural systems through a
comprehensive approach that involves education, public participation, regulations,
incentives, acquisition, intergovernmental coordination, and other appropriate
mechanisms.

Policy 1.1.2

OBJECTIVE 1.2 - CONSERVATION AS PRIORITY

Establish environmental conservation as a priority in all decision-making for Alachua County.

Policy 1.2.1 Any decision may directly or indirectly affect the conservation, management,
preservation, enhancement, and use of the natural resources of Alachua County. It
is the intent of this Element that County officials, staff, and citizens constantly
monitor all decisions for the effects they may have on appropriate conservation and

use of resources, and that such decisions be made with consideration given to the
principles and policies of the Comprehensive Plan and this Element.

Policy 1.2.2 The County shall establish as a priority all principles and policies in this Element
when making decisions concerning new or expanded public facilities.

2.0 ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION MANAGEMENT

OBJECTIVE 2.1 - INFORMATION SYSTEM

Establish an information system for the natural resources and human-related resources associated
with the natural environment, and be proactive in providing public access to this information. Use
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the information system to measure environmental quality necessary to protect and maintain natural
resources that provide a safe and healthy environment for all living things in Alachua County.

Policy 2.1.1 The County shall update and maintain the Conservation Element Map Series and
related information system containing data relevant to the protection of the
environmental quality of Alachua County's natural resources. The information shall
include, at a minimum, an inventory and maps of:

(a) Surface waters, wetlands and floodplains;

(b) Groundwater resources, including high aquifer recharge areas and wellfield
protection areas, and groundwater quality;

(c) Strategic ecosystems;

(d) Listed species and their habitat;

(e) Public parks, preserves and forests, including those held in fee and less than
fee simple ownership, such as conservation easements and leaseholds;

(f) Significant geologic features;

(g) Seeniecorridors; County-designated scenic roads;

(h) Hazard areas including fire and flood prone areas, and existing and potential
hazardous materials storage, treatment, and disposal sites; and

(i) Alachua County soil survey and maps.

() Open space and greenways.

Policy 2.1.2 Alachua County shall establish—a—-moniteringprogram—using continually monitor
performance indicators to-determine relating to the health of the County’s natural
resources. Fhe-monitoringprogram—shattbedevetoped-as—part-of-a—spectat-wo
& (a) Indicators of natural resource losses:

4+ (1) Loss of various types of habitat, including wetlands and uplands.
2: (2) Increase in density or intensity of zoning, land use and developmentin
conservation areas.
4-  (3) Acres of land converted from agriculture and silviculture.
5-  (4) Habitat fragmentation.
6- (5) Acres of forest lost. eonvertedto-pltantations-.
b- (b) Indicators of natural resource gains:
4+ (1) Number of acres of preservation land that is permanently protected
I ¥ ’ : .
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2- (2) Number of acres of land that is restored to more natural functioning or
quality.

3= (3) Number and acreage of farms using sustainable practices for
irrigation, fertilizing, and disposal of animal wastes.

4: (4) Number of housing developments utilizing native plant materials.
5: (5) Acres of forest under certified sustainable management.

€: (c) Indicators whose change may show either natural resources gains or losses:

4+ (1) Tree canopy.

27 (2) Air quality.

3= (3) Surface water and ground water quality.
A

(4) Results of voluntary community-based species counts such as
Audubon bird counts.

57 (B) Number of listed and/or indicator (key) species.

antaaev OpP

Indicators shall be tracked and measured incrementally using a geographic
information system as-pe hetant-use thg-and-de Bt review
processes.

The County shall implement a performance-based development review
process based on selected indicators in conjunction with items in the natural
resources checklist referenced in Policy 3.4.1.

The County anntatty shall periodically compile and review data on selected
indicators to determine resource losses and gains and the impacts of
development on natural resources in Alachua County.

These data shall be gathered from best available existing sources, including
development review data, aerial photography, and mapping resources of
other governmental agencies, academic institutions, and non-profit
organizations.

The review shall include an evaluation of the effectiveness of current policies
and land development regulations, and identification of areas that need
improvement to ensure the meaningful protection of natural resources.

OBJECTIVE 2.2 - EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

Increase public understanding of natural resources issues and provide access to the most current
and reliable information so that the public may make informed decisions regarding their health,

welfare, and safety.

Policy 2.2.1 The County shall encourage environmental stewardship among all citizens of
Alachua County by advancing conservation principles in the everyday operations of
Alachua County.
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Policy 2.2.2 The County shall implement proactive, innovative, and creative educational
programs with a focus on encouraging behavior change concerning natural resource
protection tsstes including, but not limited to:

e Air quality;

e Surface water protection and

o wWetlands quality and function;

e Groundwater quality and vulnerability;
e Water conservation;

o Wildlife and aquatic species and habitat;
e Native vegetative communities;

e |nvasive species control;

e Natural areas protection;

e Agricultural preservation;

e Sustainable agriculture and forestry;

e - Soil conservation;

e Energy conservation;

e Flood and fire hazard mitigation;

e Hazardous waste; and

o Waste management.

Policy 2.2.3 The County shall activety pursue interactive public involvement and functional
partnerships with the School Board of Alachua County, private schools, the
University of Florida and Santa Fe College, the Alachua County Extension Office, and
environmental and agricultural organizations, for the purposes of developing and
disseminating educational materials and programs.

Policy 2.2.4 The County shall develop and disseminate information buttetins regarding
development review regulations and-criteria which can be used irthefietd-by-fietd
technictans to promote environmentally responsible land use and development
practices.

Policy 2.2.5 Educational materials shall be made available to developers, homeowners, and
other interested citizens concerning proper maintenance, management, restoration,
and development in natural areas (for example, habitat creation, endangered
species, management of development ponds, wetlands vegetation, xerisecape
landscaping, water quality, and water conservation).

Policy 2.2.6 The County shall recognize individuals, groups, developments and projects that
exemplify concepts of environmental stewardship embodied in the Comprehensive
Plan.

Policy 2.2.7 The County shall activety pursue funding sources for environmental protection
programs Ihai_f_o_s_ei based-on volunteer parnmpanon—sueh—as—the—ﬂrvef—keepefs—
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Policy 2.2.8 Where consistent with natural resources protection, the County shall provide
nteractive opportunities for education and public viewing and enjoyment of wildlife
at County-owned lands.

OBJECTIVE2:3-RESOURCEAREAS PLANNING

3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL LAND USE CATEGORIES

OBJECTIVE 3.1 - CONSERVATION LAND USE CATEGORYIES
A conservation land use category shall be established to recognize and protect natural resources
within privately owned lands in Alachua County utilizing appropriate regulatory, acquisition, and
incentive mechanisms.

Policy 3.1.1

addition to the conservation are

ignated on the Futur

Land Use M

€conservation areas shall also consist of natural resources that, because of their
ecological value, uniqueness and particular sensitivity to development activities,
require stringent protective measures to sustain their ecological integrity. These
areas shall include:

(a)

Wetlands;

Surface waters;

100-year floodplains;

Listed species habitat;

Significant geologic features;

Strategic ecosystems; and

Champion trees and Landmark Live Oaks
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Policy 3.1.2

Policy 3.1.3

Policy 3.1.4

Policy 3.1.5

In conservation areas, the following uses, if otherwise consistent with the
Comprehensive Plan, generally shall be permitted to the extent that they do not
significantly alter the natural functions of the conservation area:

(a) Public and private conservation, recreation and open space uses.
(b) Public and private wildlife preserves, game management and refuge areas.
(c) Water conservation and retention/detention areas that are determined to be

appropriate for stormwater management.
(d) Agricultural uses, employing latest applicable best management practices.

Conservation areas shall be developed only in a manner consistent with protection
of the ecological integrity of natural resources, and in accordance with standards
which are outlined subsequently in this Element.

Alt conservation areas should be avoided as potential locations for personal wireless
service facilities.

Certain resources such as mineral resources and high aquifer recharge areas,
because of their location, nature, or extent cannot be protected to the extent of
conservation areas, but have been identified for protection in this Element. Policies
applicable to these resources shall be those specific policies in Section 4 which
apply to development activities within or affecting such areas and policies which
apply generally to natural resources.

OBJECTIVE 3.2 - PRESERVATION LAND USE CATEGORY

A preservation land use category shall be established to recognize and protect natural resources
within publicly owned lands in Alachua County.

Policy 3.2.1 Preservation areas shall consist of publicly owned lands, including lands owned and
managed by non-profit conservation organizations, which are intended for use as
natural reserves or managed conservation lands for the preservation of natural
resources in perpetuity.

Policy 3.2.2  Preservation areas shall include butare-nottimited-to:

(a) Atstin-Carey-MemoriatForest:
(b) Goethe State Forest{WatermetonPond-Unit)
(€) GumRootSwamp-ConservationArea;
(d) take-Atto Swamp:
(e) tochtoosa-Witdtife-ConservationAresa:;
) StenoStatePark;
(8) Srangetake{BirdHstand):
(h) PaynesPrairie Preserve-StatePark;
(i) PoeSprings;
1) Prairie-Creek-ConservationArea;
(k) RiverRise-Preserve-StatePari;
(V) SantetascoHammockPreserve State Pari;
(m) Santate-Swamp-Conservation-Area;
(n) Warren-Cave;and
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Pproperty acquired in fee or less than fee simple for preservation by federal,
state, and local agencies, Water Management Districts, local municipalities,
non-profits, or Alachua County for use as natural reserves or managed
conservation lands for the preservation of natural resources in perpetuity.
The identification of less-than-fee properties as preservation areas will be
based on the management goals and objectives for the property. Fhis

Policy 3.2.3 A management plan shall be developed for each preservation area by the responsible
public agency, in accordance with the following:

(a)
(1)

(2)

(3)
(4)

(5)

(6)

(d)

The management plan shaltinclude but is not limited to:

Documents and maps that identify the location of areas and natural
resources to be preserved, including any protective buffers.

An assessment of the existing quality and characteristics of the natural
resources to be preserved and/or restored.

A description of the goals and objectives for each site.

A description of all proposed uses, including existing and any proposed
physical and access improvements.

A description of activities that will be performed to protect, restore, or
enhance the natural resources to be preserved.

A set of schedules and assignments of responsibility for specific
implementation activities to be performed as part of the management
plan.

The management plan shall take into account the ownership interests of
public and private entities and provide for protection of private ownership
interests.

If a preservation area is subject to a conservation easement, the agreement
for the conservation easement may serve as the management plan in the
absence of a management plan.

The land shall be subject to the conservation policies of the Comprehensive
Plan that are applicable to the resources within those areas.

OBJECTIVE 3.3 - FUTURE LAND USE MAP
Identify conservation and preservation areas on the Future Land Use Map.

Policy 3.3.1-3.3.3. No proposed changes.

Policy 3.3.4. Site Specific Delineation: The parcel-specific boundaries of preservation and
conservation areas shall be verified by ground surveys conducted in the course of

special studies, or development review, or as part of Alachua County Forever or

similar land acquisition programs. County-initiated mapping efforts shall be

performed at the County’s expense, except when an applicant seeks land use
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change, zoning change, or development approval prior to the completion of the
County’s mapping efforts, consistent with policies 3.4.2 and 4.10.3. Conservation
policies shall be applied based on the resulting site-specific delineation.

OBJECTIVE 3.4 - DEVELOPMENT REVIEW PROCESS

Protect natural resources during the land use planning and development review process from
activities that would significantly damage the ecological integrity of these areas. The applicability of
the policies and standards in this section shall be determined for all development at each stage of
the land use planning, zoning, and development review and permitting process.

Policy 3.4.1-3.4.3. No proposed changes.
Policy 3.4.4. For eeftafn p_LQD_o_Sﬁ_d_la_nQ_USE_QLang_Qhanng or developments located Wft-hm

afetrnd aQ,LaQ_e_nth State parks and preserves, the County shall notify and request
comments from the State Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP) concerning
potential |mpacts that such develeﬁmeﬁts_ag_Qns could have on the State parks or

Bivisionof-Recreationand-Parks: Informatlon provided by DRP shall be conS|dered

with other comments during tezonings-and-the-devetopment the review processes
prior to making final decisions regarding proposet-devetopments such actions.

OBJECTIVE 3.5 - DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS

OBJECTIVE 3.6 - RESOURCE PROTECTION STANDARDS

Protect natural resources by requiring that all development activities be conducted in accordance
with at least minimum resource protection standards.
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Policy 3.6.1-3.6.4. No proposed changes.

Policy 3.6.5 Development on land that includes conservation areas shall be sited and designed
according to the following standards and consistent with policies under Objective
555

(a) The preservation of conservation areas shall be required on all development
sites to the greatest extent possible, consistent with standards which are
outlined subsequently in this Element.

(b) Density or intensity shall be transferred from conservation areas to non-
conservation portions of the property, to adjoining property under common
ownership or management and within a unified development, or to other
development receivership areas, at a rate consistent with that of the
underlying zoning district, but not to exceed the maximum density allowed by
the land use designation.

(c) When there are no non-conservation areas to which density or intensity may
be transferred, the devetopment shall be clustered in the portion of the site
that will result in least environmental impact.

(d) When connectionto central sewer is not regtaired available, septic wastes
shall be disposed of according to the Comprehensive Plan, land
development regulations, and health department standards, and without
adversely affecting ecosystem health. When septic systems must be
installed within surface water and wetland buffers they must be located and
designed to minimize impacts to regulated resources as determined in the
Land Development Regulations and Water Quality Code=; Enhanced Nutirent
R ing S I e

(e) Existing landscape connections to other conservation areas shall be
maintained so that fragmentation is avoided.

(f)

Policy 3.6.6 - 3.6.10. No proposed changes.

Policy 3.6.11 Septic tanks and drainfields shall be sited in a manner to protect conservation areas
from the discharge of improperly treated effluent. f

The County shall consider amendments to its land development regulations and

othe ounty ordinances to require the e of enhanced nitrogen reduction (ENR

Policy 3.6.12 - 3.6.15. No proposed changes
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4.0 NATURAL RESOURCES

OBJECTIVE 4.1 - AIR RESOURCES

Alachua County shall take appropriate steps to maintain orimprove ambient air quality to ensure the
protection of public health and the environment and to exceed compliance with state and national
ambient air quality standards.

Policy 4.1.1

Policy 4.1.2

Policy 4.1.3

Policy 4.1.4

The County shall track and maintain awareness of air quality regulatory issues and
new emission sources which have the potential to impact ambient air quality in the
County including the potential to increase the levels of hazardous air pollutants in
the County.

The County shall maintain an inventory of greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) for
County operations and the local community, and shall develop and implement a plan
to reduce countywnde GHG emissions by 80% from 2009 baseline emissions by 20505

: and a short term goal of 5%

The County shall maintain an air quality public education function that has the
following components:

(a) A general air quality website to provide the public with educational
information about air quality, radon and indoor air pollution issues.

(b) Aradon information education program that informs the public about the soil
radon potential in different areas of Alachua County.

Allincineration, prescribed open burmng, and yard trash burnlng shall be conducted
in accordance with tees = - o

Chapt -2, Florida Administrativ
(a) Open burning of land clearing debris in the urban cluster shall be prohibited.
This does not preclude burning of vegetative debris accumulated as a result
of cleanup from a local emergency or severe weather event, such as a
hurricane or tornado. Such burning shall only be conducted with a permit
from the appropriate local or state agency(s).

(b) In lieu of burning, the following practices shall be used:
(1) Vegetative debris may be ground and used as mulch or compost onsite;

(2) Vegetative debris may be delivered to an appropriately permitted facitity
for processing and disposal;

3) Non-vegetative land clearing debris must be separated out of the
vegetative debris and transported to an appropriately permitted facility
for processing and disposal.
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(c) Prescribed burning for fuel reduction or maintenance of ecosystem health
shall be in accordance with Chapter 590, Florida Statutes and Chapter 5I-2,
Florida Administrative Code, and any applicable & land management plan,
; S Leabl "y
Policy 4.1.5 Factors contributing to the maintenance or improvement of air quality shall be
identified and considered during land use planning and development review. These
factors include but are not limited to:

(a) Increased use of mass transit and non-motorized modes of transportation,
and the promotion of a land development pattern conducive to support of
public transportation, including containment of urban development in
existing urban areas or carefully planned expansions of urban areas;

(b) Increased use of green space in site planning for all types of development and
along major roadways; and

(c) Increased strategic planting of trees and shrubs to shade streets and
buildings, and use physical barriers if necessary to reduce particutate air
pollution, and reduce energy consumption and new carbon dioxide
generation caused by combustion of fossil fuels; and

(d) Control of airborne dust generated from land clearing and site preparation
activities. Control may involve the use of technigues such as temporary silt
fencing, immediate seeding or sodding, permanent vegetative buffering,
phasing land clearing with development, or sprinkling the area with water.

(e) Promotion of industries that exceed Federal and State air quality and
emission standards.

Policy 4.1.6 The County shall pursue and support programs that reduce adverse impacts on air
qguality due to traffic emissions by encouraging use of public transit, multiple
ridership in automobiles, and safe use of bikeways.

Policy 4.1.7 Asbestos shall be surveyed for and removed by a licensed contractor prior to
demolition or renovation of all buildings.

Policy 4.1.8 The County shall establish a tree planting program to improve air quality in
designated areas.

OBJECTIVE 4.2 - SOILS AND SLOPES. No changes to this section.

OBJECTIVE 4.3 - MINERAL RESOURCES
Regulate extraction activities so that they do not adversely affect the quality of air, groundwater,
surface water, land, and wildlife. ’

Policy 4.3.1
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Policy 4.3.2

Policy 4.3.3

Policy 4.3.4

Policy 4.3.5

Policy 4.3.6

Policy 4.3.7

(b) Restriction of mining and excavation in conservation and preservation areas.
(c) Provisions for avoidance, minimization, and mitigation of adverse impacts,

including but not limited to impacts related to noise, lighting, traffic, habitat,
listed species, air, surface water and ground water quality and quantity.

(d) Standards for rectamation and reuse that provide for restoration of the
functions of natural systems.

The quality and quantity of ground and surface waters shall not be significantly
altered through extraction operations. Potential groundwater impacts shall be
evaluated by the applicant prior to commencement of mining activities as part of the
permitting process. Water quality and quantity monitoring activities at extraction
sites shall be reviewed by the County. Costs for providing water quality and quantity
monitoring at extraction sites shall be borne by the extractor.

Extraction operations shall minimize potential adverse impacts to surrounding areas
and use specific mitigation criteria to minimize air, noise, and traffic impacts.

Buffer zones shall be established adjacent to natural streams and watercourses and
existing parks and preserves so that they will not be adversely impacted by extraction
activities.

Mining activities shall not be initiated in established residential areas or in designated
conservation or preservation areas identified on the Future Land Use Map. New
residential developments shall be restricted in the vicinity of operating mines or shall
provide for adequate buffers and noise abatement. Areas containing sources of
commercially valuable minerals shall be protected from the encroachment of
incompatible land uses.
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OBJECTIVE 4.4 - GEOLOGICAL RESOURCES
Protect and maintain significant natural geologic features such as special karst features -- springs,
caves and sinkholes in their natural condition.

Policy 4.4.1

Policy 4.4.2

Policy 4.4.3

Policy 4.4.4

Policy 4.4.5

Policy 4.4.6

Policy 4.4.7

Significant geologic features, such as springs, caves, sinkholes, and other karst
features, shall be identified and evaluated for their importance to the overall natural
resource system of the County.

Outstanding geologic features, such as certain springs, sinkholes, and caves, shall
be considered for acquisition, provided appropriate protective management can be
assured.

In instances where geologic features function as habitats for listed species, special
protection will be provided commensurate with the character of the habitat.

Significant geological features shall be accurately identified on development
proposals. The Development Review Committee shall require strategies for
protecting these features during construction and after development. These
strategies shall address:

(a) Inclusion of significant geologic features as part of common open space;

(b) Utilization of principles of good landscape design to incorporate features as
aesthetic elements;

(c) Pretreatment of stormwater runoff, in accordance with County and water
management district rules and regulations, prior to discharging to karst
geology features;

(d) G hysical studi ay be required where karst features are prominent
conduit flow is known to exist in order to best inform st water & sit
design;

(e) The identification of the appropriate level of treatment of wastewater effluent
(which may require Enhanced Nutrient Removing septic systems) prior to
discharge to any karst geology features; and

(f) Perimeter edge buffering around features to maintain natural context, edge
vegetation, and structural protection.

The County shall cooperate coordinate with municipalities on the protection of
groundwater within any watershed having the Floridan aquifer exposed in sinks or
open pits to potentially harmful deposition of atmospheric and other non-point
source surface pollution where citizens of the County may be affected.

The County shall establish management strategies for sinkholes and sinkhole-prone
areas that protect water quality, hydrologic integrity, and ecological value.
Management strategies may include, among other technigques, filling and
development restrictions, buffers, runoff diversion, muck and debris removal, berm
and weir construction, and filtration.
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OBJECTIVE 4.5 - GROUNDWATER AND SPRINGS

Protect and conserve the quality and quantity of groundwater and springs resources to ensure long-
term public health and safety, potable water supplies from surficial, intermediate, and Floridan
aquifers, adequate flow to springs, and the ecological integrity of natural resources.

Policy 4.5.1

Policy 4.5.2

Policy 4.5.3

The County shall establish a comprehensive wellhead protection program through
implementation of the Murphree Wellfield Code and the Hazardous Materials
Management Code to protect current and future public water supply needs from
potential adverse effects from incompatible land uses and activities.

ta} The County shall assist the WMDs and the municipalities with environmental
suitability analysis for expansion of existing wellfields or location of future wellfield
areas. :

Until wellfield protection areas are established for each public water supply well, the
following standards shall apply in the areas surrounding such wells:

(a) Each public water supply well shall be protected by a 200 foot zone of
exclusion within which no new development approvals will be granted.

(b) The following new uses or expansions of existing uses shall be prohibited in
the vicinity of each public water supply well as specified in the Alachua
County Hazardous Materials Management Code:

(D Class C or D facilities as defined by the Alachua County Hazardous
Materials Management Code.

(c) The following new uses or expansions of existing uses shall be prohibited in
the vicinity of public water supply wells:

1) Landfills;
(2) Feedlots or other commercial animal facilities;

3) Wastewater treatment plants and percolation ponds, including
wastewater reuse and discharge facilities;

(4) Mines;

(5) Excavation of waterways or stormwater management facilities which
intersect the water table;

(6) Stormwater retention and detention basins except pursuant to
performance controls where configuration or topography of a lot of
record precludes location of a required retention or detention basin
outside the Wellfield Protection Area; and

(7) All uses prohibited in High Aquifer Recharge Areas by Policy 4.5.5(e),
below.

The County shall utilize attepts the Alachua County Floridan Aquifer High Recharge
Area map—Fhis—map—is for information and outreach purposes and to provides a
generalized indication/depiction of relative aquifer recharge/vulnerability and high
aquifer recharge areas as general background to be used in combination with site-
specific hydrogeologic assessment for development review in the unincorporated
portion of the County.

Ordinance for Alachua County Comprehensive Plan Evaluation & Appraisal Based Amendments September 22, 2026

-100-

Page 155



Docusign Envelope ID: CD8FE164-50E7-8F97-83D4-B9A7D3846C71

Alachua County Comprehensive Plan 2026-2046
Evatuation and Appraisal Amendments

Policy 4.5.4 The County shall utilize adepts the Alachua County Outstanding Florida Springs
Priority Focus Areas (PFAs) map—This-map-is to guide the implementation of springs
protection measures throughout the County.

Policy 4.5.5 - 4.5.20. No changes proposed.

Policy 4.5.21. The County shall continue to promote water conservation techniques and programs
for current and future development (consistent with Energy Element Objective 1.1).
The County shall support water conservation practices and standards, including but
not limited to, Florida Water Star 3", Florida Friendly Landscaping, LID techniques,
installation of water efficient fixtures, soil moisture sensors and smart irrigation
systems, and landscape irrigation restrictions.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

The County shall continue to update its land development regulations to
require a reduction in permanently irrigated areas for all new development.

As part of this effort, the County shall identify strategies to reduce the overall

Indoor and outdoor use of water should, at a minimum, meet or exceed
Florida Water Star ™ criteria or the equivalent intended to provide water-
efficient options for homes and landscapes. The County will coordinate with
potable water suppliers to develop an incentive, education and outreach
program that encourages participation in water conservation programs such
as Florida Water Star M,

The County shall develop measures that promote water conservation to
preserve groundwater levels that retain adequate spring discharge from the
Floridan Aquifer springs along the Santa Fe River with the objective of no net
loss in biological, ecological, and hydrological function.

The County shall lead by example in the area of water conservation by
reducing indoor and outdoor water use at all County facilities with a goal of
meeting Florida Water StarS™ commercial criteria by-2622.

The County shall encourage the public and private water suppliers in the
County to implement aggressive but fair water conservation pricing rate
structures.

Th nty shall review covenants, codes, and restrictions for new Homeowner

Associations (HOA) during the development review process for language that
b i ith C 3 lici 5T

Policy 4.5.22 No changes proposed.

OBJECTIVE 4.6 - SURFACE WATER SYSTEMS

Ensure the protection and improvement of the water quality, biological health, and naturalt functions
of surface water systems in Alachua County.

Policy 4.6.1- 4.6.10 No proposed changes.
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Policy 4.6.11 Alachua County shall continue to support the Basin Management Action Plans

Policy 4.6.12

(BMAPs) and the ongoing refinement of these plans. The County shall participate in
multi-agency task forces and working groups established to address specific strface
water quality concerns in the County. Alachua County shall continue to work
towards the restoration of impaired water bodies and to meet Orange Creek Basin,
Silver, and Santa Fe River Basin Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) and BMAPs.
Alachua County shalt continue to conduct projects for water quality improvement,
including land acquisition and restoration;—ithe-Orange—Creek Basin{OCBjand
Saﬁ%a—Fe-RﬁreﬁBasrﬁ-(SH%B-) in conjunctlon with those individual BMAPs A_aghua

reductlon reqwrements ldentmed in BMAPs mcludln,q but not llmnted to

requirements for the use of enhanced nitrogen reducing septic systems.

Alachua County shall continue to coordinate with the water management districts on
activities in the Orange Creek, Silver, and Santa Fe River basins. Alachua County shall
continue to work with the water management districts toward meeting Minimum
Flows and Levels (MFLs) on the Upper and Lower Santa Fe River as established by the
districts and implementation for future water supply and need for conservation.

Policy 4.6.13 Alachua County shall develop watershed management plans.

Policy 4.6.14

Policy 4.6.15

There shall be no direct or indirect discharge of pollutants to surface waters, ground
waters, or sinkholes in violation of federal, state, Water Management District, or local
water quality standards.

Land uses that have the potential to pollute surface waters (are located adjacent to
surface waters and that contribute significant nutrient loadings) shall be identified
and regulated using the following measures to protect water quality and biological
heatth.

(a) Buffers to surface waters shall be increased for activities which have been
associated with surface water quality and biological health problems such as
landfills, composting facilities, wastewater treatment percolation ponds or
rapid infiltration basins (RIBs), spray fields, golf courses, dairies, row crops,
septage or biosolids land application sites, septage stabilization facilities,
and onsite sewage treatment systems or septic systems.

(b) The implementation of best management practices shall be required in
buffers to surface waters to control nutrient loadings, including retrofitting if
needed to maintain water quality and biological health.

(c) The use of pesticides and fertilizers shall be discouraged in buffers.

(d) The use of reclaimed water shall be regulated to conform with
environmentally sound practices and not allowed to adversely impact
surface water or groundwater by increasing nutrient concentrations.
Nutrients present in the reclaimed water shall not be discharged in a manner
that will cause impairment of surface waters, cause an imbalance of flora
and fauna in the aquatic ecosystem, or cause eutrophication of the receiving
waters. Land development regulations shall be adopted that include
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setbacks to surface waters for the use of reclaimed water for irrigation that
are protective of the aquatic ecosystem.

(e) All fill material used onsite shall be free of phosphatic Hawthorn Group
sediments or other phosphorous rich materials that may leach phosphorus
causing surface water quality degradation and lake eutrophication.

() Any excavation that would lead to exposure of Hawthorn Group sediments or
other phosphorus rich materials that could leach and adversely impact
groundwater or surface water shall be mitigated by covering, backfilling or
using other techniques to reduce phosphorus leaching.

(8) Fertilizer shall be regulated in buffers to surface waters to ensure that excess
nitrogen and phosphorus are not leached into surface water bodies causing
water quality degradation and/or lake eutrophication.

(h) The use of enhanced nitrogen-reduction nutrient reducing (ENR) septic tank
systems shall be required pursuant to Section 373.811(2), Florida Statutes;

he C hall_al . I its land !
lati her C . . f ENR
mayberequired in highly sensitive areas, such as in proximity to Outstanding
Florida Waters, impaired waters, springs priority focus areas, in other areas
and springsheds, where karst features are prominent and conduit flow is
known to exist, or where lot sizes are small and do not allow for adequate

nutrient reduction to be met at the property boundary. Frese-systems—shatt

Policy 4.6.16 to 4.6.23. No proposed changes.

OBJECTIVE 4.7 - WETLAND ECOSYSTEMS
Wetland acreage and function shall be protected.

Policy 4.7.1 - 4.7.6. No proposed changes.

Policy 4.7.7

Any development activity or alteration within an onsite, or affecting an offsite, surface
waters or wetlands or assomated buffers that are expected to result in s;gnmcant
adverse impacts;-and-ar E grnifieant-adverse-impacts-to-wettand-anc

wettand-buffers; must be subject to review and approval by the Board of County
Commissioners (BoCC). Mitigation proposals shall be submitted for consideration
by to the BoCC only after all practicable alternatives to direct impacts have been
implemented and after all practicable measures to reduce unavoidable impacts
have been incorporated into the project design. The BoCC shall approve, approve
with conditions, or deny lmpacts and mitigation proposals Wetlands lmpacts of Y4
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The Land Development Regulations shall require Development Review Committee
(DRC) approval of a final development plan ensuring implementation of the BoCC-
approved mitigation plan and such DRC approval must be received prior to wetland
or buffer alteration. BoCC/DRC-approved mitigation generally shall be required to
be completed prior to issuance of a project construction permit except in those
cases where BoCC and/or DRC approvals specifically authorize alternate timelines.

in order to be considered, the mitigation plan must ensure the long term viability of
the mitigation project, advance the County’s natural resources conservation
objectives and policies, and meet the following minimum guidelines:

(a)

(b)

(c)

Wetland buffer mitigation shall include any one or a combination of:
monetary compensation, or acquisition, restoration, enhancement, or
preservation of wetlands, other surface waters or uplands.

Preservation shall not be considered when protection of the resource
proposed for preservation is already ensured by federal, state, water
management district, or local regulations.

Wetland buffer mitigation shall be determined by applying the Uniform
Mitigation Assessment Method (UMAM), pursuant to Chapter 62-345, F.A.C.

Mitigation should be permitted only within the boundaries of Alachua County
and, to the maximum extent practicable, within the local watershed in which
the impact occurs.

Wetland mitigation activity conducted by a public agency may not be utilized
for wetland mitigation credit by private entities unless approved by Alachua
County.

The landowner shall post a performance bond or similar financial guarantee
to assure implementation of the mitigation and monitoring plan.

No mitigation credits will be given for onsite preservation of wetlands, unless
such proposals can demonstrate implementation and sustainability of
adequate and appropriate enhancement and/or restoration of habitat.

Designated wetland and buffer mitigation areas related to development shall
be permanently protected in perpetuity using a legal instrument that runs
with the land, in a form acceptable to the County, and duly recorded in the
Public Records of Alachua County, which assures preservation and
maintenance of the associated areas. The preferred legal instrument shall be
a conservation easement (Section 407.06, F.S.), however depending on
conditions, may also include other dedication options such as deed
restrictions.

Policy 4.7.8 - 4.7.12. No proposed changes

OBJECTIVE 4.8 - FLOOD PLAINS AND FLOODWAYS
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Protect and maintain the natural functions of floodplains, floodways, and all other natural areas
having hydrological characteristics of the one hundred (100)-year flood elevation. Natural functions
include water purification, flood hazard mitigation, water supply, and wildlife habitat and
connectivity.

Policy 4.8.1 The County shall encourage and contribute to watershed management through a
variety of programs to include education initiatives, enforcement of wetland and
surface water setbacks, and interagency partnerships and workshops.

Policy 4.8.2 The County shall encourage watershed planning and shall:

(a) Define 100-year floodplains and floodways as conservation areas;
(b) Continue to maintain, and enhance where possible, the current biodiversity
in floodplains of the County;

(c) Continue to cooperate with the Water Management Districts and other
appropriate agencies in expanding or enhancing existing natural habitats
associated with floodplains;

(d) Recognize floodplains in the land development regulations as unique
resources requiring protection and conservation;

(e) Develop specific criteria for slope protection and erosion control in
floodplains and along natural banks and shores; and

(f) Enforce erosion control regulations to reduce sedimentation in floodplains
resulting from development activities-; and

(g) ider special setback stan for new structures locat djacent t

Policy 4.8.3 - 4.8.9  No proposed changes.

OBJECTIVE 4.9 -BIODIVERSITY

Maintain and enhance plant and animal species diversity and distribution within Alachua County by
protecting significant plant and wildlife habitats, providing for habitat corridors, and preventing
habitat fragmentation.

Policy 4.9.1 - 4.9.8. No proposed changes

Policy 4.9.9 Wildlife habitat enhancement and management programs in urban areas shall be
promoted through such techniques as designation of bird sanctuary areas where
rookeries or other significant bird populations exist and landscaping schemes for
stormwater detention and retention areas that maintain native vegetation and

establlsh llttoral zones which encourage wildlife usage. Ihe_l.an_d_clexe_Qamﬂni

p[gtgctlng WatQI’ resources.
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Policy 4.9.10 - 4.9.12. No proposed changes.

OBJECTIVE 4.10 - STRATEGIC ECOSYSTEMS
No proposed changes to this section.

OBJECTIVE 4.11 - CHAMPION TREES AND LANDMARK LIVE OAKS
No proposed changes to this section.

5.0 HUMAN-RELATED RESOURCES

OBJECTIVE 5.1 - ENERGY DEVELOPMENT AND CONSERVATION
No proposed changes to this section.

OBJECTIVE 5.2 - OPEN SPACE
No proposed changes to this section.

OBJECTIVE 5.3 - SCENIC QUALITY
Protect the natural resources and scenic quality of the community to preserve and cultivate a unique

sense of place while maintaining economic well-being.

Policy 5.3.1

Policy 5.3.2

Policy 5.3.3

Policy 5.3.4

Alachua County shall develop standards and incentives to protect, maintain,
enhance, and improve the landscape and built environment.

Infrastructure and utility structures, such as communication towers, personal
wireless service facilities, radio and television antennas, water and sewer, and
energy generation and distribution facilities shall be designed and located to
minimize adverse visual impacts on the landscape and avian mortality. Public
utilities shall be located underground to the maximum extent possible. The County
shall coordinate with local municipalities and public utilities to implement this
policy.

All forms of outdoor advertising shall be designed and located to minimize adverse
impacts on the visual quality of the built and natural environments.

Landscaping of highways and community gateways shall incorporate native
vegetation, and shall reflect themes of local history and culture where possible. Tree
preservation and planting of low-maintenance native vegetation should be pursued
along public rights-of-way throughout the County, with specialfocus on entranceway
corridors.

(a) The County shall promote and protect the visual characteristics of canopy
roads through tree planting programs and tree maintenance practices, in
cooperation other agencies and private landowners.
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Policy 5.3.5

Policy 5.3.6

Policy 5.3.7

(b) The County shall promote and protect the visual characteristics of wildflower
areas through planting programs and maintenance practices, in cooperation
with other agencies and private landowners.

The County shall recognize and participate in voluntary programs for the
beautification of public roadways, such as:

(a) I-75, through participation on the |-75 Corridor Council.

(b) FDOT Florida Scenic highways, such as the citizen-initiated designation of a
portion of SR 441 and spur road system.

© The Franspertation Conservation and Open e Element map series shall
depict the FDOT designation of a portion of SR 441 in Alachua County and
related county roads as the Scenic 441 Old Florida Heritage Highway.

(d) Alachua County shall participate in the preservation and protection of the
natural and cultural resources of the Scenic 441 Old Florida Heritage
Highway by supporting the concepts described in the Scenic 441 Vision
Statement, and by providing appropriate resources and support to—the
Corridor—Management—Counett  for implementation of the Corridor

Management Plan.

(e) Gateway streets in conjunction with the City of Gainesville and other
participating municipalities.

The County shall enhance the value and beauty of bicycle and pedestrian routes by
locatingthem to take advantage of scenic resources while maintaining the ecological
integrity of other conservation and preservation areas.

Fhe-County-shattrequire-that The | velopm lations shall provi
ugmg_sjajmaf_d;s_whjgh_en&mm adverse lmpacts of outdoor hghtmg be are

minimized in order to p

(@) The land development regulations shall be based on Fthe following
conservation general principles, as advocated by organizations such as Dark
Sky International and the Illuminating Engineering Societ rth Americ
shattbe required:

1 Direct light so it falls only where it is needed, in order to Mminimize offsite
lighting impacts;—iretuding and reduce glare, light trespass, and light
pollution.

(2) Use lighting only where and when it is needed and at the lowest level
necessary at-the-appropriate-intensity;—direction,and-times; to ensure

light is not overused or impacting areas where itis not intended.

(3) Use warmer-color lights where possible.

{3}(4) Maximize energy and cost efficiency.
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Policy 5.3.8

Policy 5.3.9

te}(b) Land development regulations shall address the outdoor lighting of
roadways, parking lots, advertisements, commercial, industrial, residential,
municipal and recreational activities.

te}{c) Current and planned municipal outdoor street lighting shall be evaluated
and, where practicable, revised for consistency with eonservation the
principles listed above in (a).

teX{d) The County shall seek the involvement of all of the local municipalities.

Development shall avoid and minimize adverse environmental and visual impacts
through innovative planning, design, and management practices in the context of the
natural features of the landscape, such as topography, vegetative edges, and soil
types. Built and natural features shail be harmonized to the greatest extent
practicable.

Alachua County shall identify and protect the scenic quality of the community
through strategies identified in the Comprehensive Plan, land development

Legula;m speCIal area planS,_aD_d._O_th_eLQ_OJ.LDIy_QLdLDaDQ_e_S_QLD_LQgLa_m_S and-a
ogratm. Such ptens strategies shatt may

mclude:

(a) Identification of scenic resources, such as viewsheds and scenic corridors,
which exhibit unique scenic, historic, architectural, and/or cultural qualities
due to tree canopy, substantial wooded fringes, lakes, ponds, streams,
wetlands, rocky outcrops, scenic vistas, wildlife populations, wildflowers
and/or other appropriate features.

(b) Identification of measures to preserve and enhance the visual, cultural and
environmental quality of scenic resources, including development standards
and incentives that may include:

) Requirements that site plans and ptanning efforts address preservation
and enhancement of the scenic beauty and visual heritage of the
community through measures such as:

a. Locating development in consideration of significant public
viewsheds, e.g. off of hilltops and visually sensitive horizon lines.

b. The siting, form, scale, and profile of multi-family and non-residential
buildings to blend with and preserve the character of the community
and natural landscape.

c. Use of materials and methods of construction that are specific to the
region, exhibiting a continuity of history and culture and compatibility
with the climate to encourage the development of local character and
community identity.

(2) Standards for County-designated scenic corridors roads, inctuding such
as:

a. Setbacks, limitations on removal of existing vegetation, additional

restrictions on erection of signs for development adjacent to adopted

scenic corridors, and modifications to scenic corridors, so as not to
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disrupt the canopy vegetation or the historical or natural character of
the corridor.

Development and implementation of management plans where
needed to maintain each scenic corridor according to its unique
attributes.

Minimizing traffic impacts and the limiting driveway access to the
scenic corridor.

Prohibiting tand use and zoning changes which change the character
of designated scenic corridors.

Scenic easements as a means of protecting scenic corridors in
collaboration with landowners.

OBJECTIVE 5.4 - VEGETATION MANAGEMENT

Require and encourage public and private land clearing and landscaping practices that conserve,
appropriately use, and protect native vegetation, including forests.

Policy 5.4.1 - 5.4.5 No proposed changes.

Policy 5.4.6

Policy 5.4.7

The County shall require the use of xeriseape resilient landscaping principles in the
landscaping of new development projects to conserve water. The use of non-invasive
alternatives to lawn grass as ground cover shall be encouraged.

The County shall develop a program to utilize xeriseape resilient landscaping
principles in conjunction with native plants and trees in public rights-of-way and
other public lands, whenever practical, thereby conserving water, improving habitat
for urban wildlife, conserving North Central Florida vegetation, and improving the
county’s aesthetic appeal and environmental quality.

Policy 5.4.8 - 5.4.13 No proposed changes.

OBJECTIVE 5.5 - AGRICULTURAL AND SILVICULTURAL PRACTICES
No proposed changes to this section.

OBJECTIVE 5.6 - WILDFIRE MITIGATION
No proposed changes to this section.

OBJECTIVE 5.7 - HAZARDOUS MATERIALS
No proposed changes to this section.
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6.0 LAND CONSERVATION PROGRAM

OBJECTIVE 6.1 - PROGRAM OVERVIEW

Establish and maintain a land conservation and management program for the purchase,
preservation, and management of natural areas and open space to complement the regulatory
approaches identified in other sections of this element.

Policy 6.1.1

Policy 6.1.2

Policy 6.1.3

Policy 6.1.4

A land conservation master plan shall be developed to detail the vision, goals, and
organizational framework for a county-wide system of natural areas and trails for
wildlife and people.

The land conservation master plan shall identify the components of the land
conservation program, including but not limited to:

(a) The Alachua County Forever program.

(b) Parks, open space and greenways programs.

(c) Coordination with other land acquisition and management programs.
(d) Private donations and dedications.

(e) Regulatory mechanisms.

) Taxation policies, such as agricultural and conservation assessments.

() Purchase of agricultural conservation easements and purchase of
development rights for agricultural areas.

The County shall coordinate the efforts of various components of the land
conservation program in order to maximize opportunities to acquire lands for
appropriate conservation and recreation purposes.

he land i er plan shall in i “30x30” and “50x50” la

OBJECTIVE 6.2 - ALACHUA COUNTY FOREVER
Implement the Alachua County Forever program.

Policy 6.2.1

Policy 6.2.2

Policy 6.2.3

The County shall establish and maintain the Alachua County Forever program to

" acquire and manage environmentally significant lands for the protection of water

resources, wildlife habitat, and natural areas suitable for resource-based recreation;
and acquire agricultural conservation easements on agricult ignifi

to protect water resources, support the local rural economy, contribute to local food

security, and promote open, scenic space.

The County shall continue funding the Alachua County Forever program through the
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Policy 6.2.34

Policy 6.2.45

Policy 6.2.56

Policy 6.2.67

Policy 6.2.78

The emphasis of Alachua County Forever program shall be to increase the acreage of

environmentally and agriculturally significant lands managed in perpetuity for
conservation and agricultural purposes.

Lands shall be selected for acquisition under the Alachua County Forever program
based on an evaluation of environmental, agricultural, social, and management
criteria as adopted by the Alachua County Board of County Commissioners.

During the acquisition of environmentally significant lands, the County shall give
priority to acquiring the optimal acreage needed to maintain the integrity of the
natural plant communities or ecological units involved.

Al acquisitions under the Alachua County Forever program shall be based on
voluntary participation by a willing property owner.

Resource-based recreation may be considered on and adjacent to land acquired
through Alachua County Forever provided the associated activities do not have
significant adverse impacts on the ecological integrity or ecological or historical
values of the resources in these areas.

OBJECTIVE 6.3 - ECOLOGICALLY FUNCTIONAL LINKAGES
No proposed changes to this section.

OBJECTIVE 6.4 - OTHER ACQUISITION PROGRAMS

Coordinate with other programs for the acquisition and management of natural areas and open
space for recreational, open space and conservation purposes.

Policy 6.4.1 The County shall seek to maximize the effectiveness of local revenue sources by
using them to leverage funds available from federal, state, municipal, private, non-
profit, ane Water Management District,_and other conservation land acquisition

rograms -steha ortdaforever;Horida-Commumities—rus —Conservatior

Policy 6.4.2 The County shall provide support, in the form of information, coordination,
assistance in obtaining grants, and other support activities to organizations and
agencies that acquire and protect natural areas and open space for conservation,
open space, and recreational purposes.

Policy 6.4.3 The County shall pursue Florida Communities Trust funds, and support the
municipalities in submitting applications, for acquisition projects that maximize
environmental and social considerations, including but not limited to:

(@) Preserving natural communities or listed species habitat.

(b) Restoring or enhancing degraded natural areas.

(c) Protecting or enhancing water quality.

(d) Enhancing greenways or recreational trails.

(e) Providing appropriate access to natural areas, including water bodies.
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0 Directing development to urban infill, redevelopment, or downtown
revitalization areas.

(g) Preserving historical, cultural or archaeological features.

OBJECTIVE 6.5 - ACQUISITION TOOLBOX
Encourage the use of multipte, diverse land acquisition strategies.

Policy 6.5.1

The County shall use and promote a variety of tools for acquiring and protecting
natural areas and open space. Acquisition tools shall include, at a minimum, fee
simple purchase, conservation easements; including agricultural land easements,
conservation trusts, land donations and dedications, transfer or purchase of
development rights, long-term leases, and tax incentives.

Policy 6.5.2 - 6.5.6. No proposed changes.

OBJECTIVE 6.6 - MANAGEMENT

Improve the environmental stewardship of all preservation, conservation and recreation areas within
Alachua County.

Policy 6.6.1

Policy 6.6.2

Policy 6.6.3

Policy 6.6.4

Policy 6.6.5

Policy 6.6.6

The County shall provide public education on the benefits of natural systems
functions to decrease the effects of humanintrusioninto areas designated for timited
public access.

The County shall take an active role in the development or review of management
plans for preservation, conservation and recreation areas in Alachua County that are
not owned by the County.

The County shall continue to manage natural resources in County- owned
preservation areas in cooperation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission, the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection, the Suwannee River and St. Johns River Water Management Districts, the
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, local municipalities, and
other agencies, as appropriate.

Whithin-ene-yeatrof-acguisition,tThe County shall develop site specific management
plans for all preservation; and conservation andrecreation lands owned;teased-or

purehased by the County. The County shall review these plans periodically;atteast
every-three-years; to ensure compliance with conservation objectives.

The County shall restore and enhance degraded natural areas on County-owned
preservation, conservation and recreation lands, including removal of invasive non-
native plants and animals, reforestation, re-establishment of burn regimes for fire-
adapted ecosystems, and restoration of shorelines and natural hydrology, as
needed.

The County shall manage and maintain County-owned preservation, conservation
and recreation areas to ensure the ongoing conservation of desirable plants and
animals and their associated ecosystems, and to control the invasion and spread of
undesirable non-native plants and animals, including focused efforts on community
cat management on lands adjacent to preservation and conservation areas through

policy and action.
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Policy 6.6.7

Policy 6.6.8

Policy 6.6.9

Policy 6.6.10

Policy 6.6.11

Management techniques such as prescribed burning and mechanical removal shall
be used in County-owned preservation, conservation and recreation areas where
necessary and appropriate for ecological reasons or fuel reduction.

Where consistent with natural resources protection, the County may provide public
access to preservation and conservation areas, including water bodies. A hierarchy
will be established to determine the appropriate type of access, with special
attention given to environmentally sensitive design, location and construction.

Multiple use opportunities, including resource-based recreation, shall be considered
in County-owned preservation and conservation areas where consistent with
conservation of wildlife habitat, watershed protection, erosion control, maintenance
or enhancement of water quality, and aquifer recharge protection.

The County shall manage, and support stewardship strategies that maximize
biodiversity at the species, natural community, and landscape levels.

The County shall provide continued funding for ongoing operation and maintenance
costs associated with County-owned lands.

7.0 GREENWAYS MASTER PLAN
OBJECTIVE 7.1 - Greenways Master Plan. No proposed changes to this section.
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Alachua County Comprehensive Plan 2026-2046
Evaluation and Appraisal Amendments

Conservation And Open Space Element Definitions

€riticat Listed Species Habitat (also called essential habitat): The specific areas that contain
biological or physical features upon which a listed species depends. These inctude recently
documented feeding, breeding, nesting, or repetitive use areas.

Documented fadaptedfrom93-2-041}: The existence of a scientifically credible occurrence record
for alisted species, including surveys, scientific publications, or other information from a developer
or landowner, local, regional, state or federal agencies.

Prescribed Burn: The controlled application of fire to naturally occurring vegetative fuels, under
specified environmental conditions and following appropriate precautionary measures, to achieve
specific objectives, such as ecosystem restoration, brush control or reduction of fuel hazards.

Xeriscape Resilient Landscaping: Landscape methods that conserve water and protect the
environment through the use of native, drought-tolerant plants and planting techniques.—Fhe-St:
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#61

Serving Alachua
Bradford « Columbia
Dixie « Gilchrist ¢ Hamilton

North

Central

Florida Lafayette ¢ Levy * Madison

Regional Suwannee ¢ Taylor ¢« Union Counties

Planning

Council | > P08 NW B7th Placs, Gainesvile, FL 32653 -1603 « 352.955.2200
REGIONAL CLEARINGHOUSE

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION AND RESPONSE

Date: 10/22/26
PROJECT DESCRIPTION

#61 - City of Perry - Community Development Block Grant DR-MS034
Disaster Recovery - Environmental Review

TO:  John Hart 1I, City Manager
City of Perry
224 South Jefferson Street
Perry, FLL 32347-3235

XC:  Bruce Ballister
Andy Easton and Associates

203 Ridgeland Road
Tallahassee, FL 32312-1916

COMMENTS ATTACHED

X NO COMMENTS REGARDING THIS PROJECT

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING THESE COMMENTS, PLEASE CONTACT
SCOTT KOONS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AT THE NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL
PLANNING COUNCIL AT 352.339.2489.

v:\chouse\stafficdbg\memos\fy25\memo_fy25_perry_er.docx

Dedicated to improving the quality of life of the Region’s citizens,
by enhancing public safety, protecting regional resources,
promoting economic development and providing technical services to local governments. -115-
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Cn \I/f»,“F P—E RRY i 224 South Jefferson Street

FLORIDA E Perry, Florida 32347-3235
P: 850-584-7161

September 8, 2026

Scott R. Koons, AICP
Executive Director

North Central Florida, RPC
2009 NW 67th Place
Gainesville, FL 32653-1603
koons@ncfrpc.org

Re: Well No. 3 and Drinking Water Plant Rehabilitation Project CDBG-DR Grant MS034

Dear Director Lovom:

The City of Perry, Florida is considering funding the project listed above with federal funds from the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). Under HUD regulation 24 CFR 58.4, the City of
Perry has assumed HUD’s environmental review responsibilities for the project.

To meet project timeframes, if you would like to be a consulting party on this project, please let us know
of your interest within 30 days? If you have any initial concerns with impacts of the project, please note
them in your response?

Enclosed are project location maps that show the project area and, if applicable, an additional area of
potential indirect effects. The Project will be located within the confines of the City’s two downtown
water treatment facilities known as the ‘Old Water Treatment Plant’ located at 407 Lafeyette Street West
and the ‘New Water Treatment Plant’ located at 411 Veterans Drive West. See Vicinity, Location, and Site
Exhibits 1 — 3, attached.

The City of Perry has been awarded $4,500,000 of CDBG-DR funding for Well #3 and Drinking Water

Plant Rehabilitation to restore and harden Well #3 and the associated drinking water facilities to address
storm related damage and water quality challenges exacerbated by the 2023-24 Hurricanes. The project

will:

e  Rehabilitate or replace Well #3, including wellhead improvements, pumping components, and
associated appurtenances necessary to restore reliable water production,

o Install granular activated carbon, (GAC), treatment system, as required for the total removal of total
organic compounds, iron, and other storm related contaminants, at the new water treatment plant.

o  Construction of dedicated treatment and bypass infrastructure, to allow Well #3 to operate as an
independent water source capable of serving the community if the primary treatment plant or
transmission lines are compromised.

¢ Install redundant tie-ins and a secondary chlorine dosing point to enhance disinfection reliability and
operational flexibility during emergency conditions..

e Install major mechanical equipment, including pumps, generators, and related systems to maintain
continuous operations during power outages,

Working Together To Serve You
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o Installation of electrical systems, instrumentation, and controls, SCADA components, including
elevation and hardening of equipment to reduce flood risk.

e  Construction of associated site and civil improvements, including piping, linings, concrete pads,
drainage features, and other site work necessary to support the rehabilitated facilities.

e  Restoration of disturbed areas, site stabilization, commissioning, and water quality verification
activities to confirm performance, readiness, and regulatory compliance.

o  Purchase of all materials and equipment necessary to complete the above-listed activities.

If you do not wish to consult on this project, can you please inform us? If you do wish to consult, can you
please include in your reply the name and contact information for the agency’s principal representative in
the consultation? Thank you very much. We value your assistance and look forward to consulting further
if there are potential impacts.

Sincerely,
\ X
WY o<~
Honorable Ward Ketring; Mayor
(850) 584-7161
wardi@ ketring.com

Attachments:
Ex. 1 - Project Vicinity Map
Ex. 2 — Project Location Map
Ex. 3 — Project Location Map

Working Together To Serve You
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