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April 7,2014

TO: Metropolitan Transportation Planning Organization for the Gainesville Urbanized Area
FROM: Susan Baird, Chair

SUBJECT: Meeting Announcement

The Metropolitan Transportation Planning Organization for the Gainesville Urbanized Area will meet on

Monday, April 14, 2014 at 3:00 p.m. This meeting will be held in the Jack Durrance Auditorium,
Alachua County Administration Building, Gaincsville, Florida.

Attached are copies of the meeting agenda.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact Marlie Sanderson, AICP, Director of
Transportation Planning, at 352.955.2200, extension 103.

Attachments
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EXHIBIT 1

NOTICE

OF APPROVAL
OF THE
YEAR 2040 LONG RANGE
TRANSPORTATION PLAN-
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN
BY THE
METROPOLITAN
TRANSPORTATION PLANNING
ORGANIZATION FOR THE
GAINESVILLE URBANIZED
AREA

The Metropolitan Transportation Planning
Organization for the Gainesville Urbanized Area
will consider approval of its Year 2040 Long
Range Transportation Plan- Public Participation
Plan at its Monday, April 14, 2014 meeting at 3:00
p.m. in the Jack Durrance Auditorium, Alachua
County Administration Building, 12 SE 1st Street,
Gainesville, Florida. The Metropolitan
Transportation Planning Organization for the
Gainesville Urbanized Area is inviting interested
persons to review and comment on the proposed
Public Participation Plan at this meeting.

The Public Participation Plan document may
be viewed at the following website
(www.ncfrpc.org/mtpo); Alachua County Library
District Branches within the Gainesville
Metropolitan Area; and at its staff office, 2009 NW
67th Place, Gainesville, Florida 32653. For
further information, call 352.955.2200.
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April 7,2014

TO: Metropolitan Transportation Planning Organization for the Gainesville Urbanized Area
FROM: Marlie Sanderson, AICP, Director of Transportation Planning

SUBJECT: Certification of the Metropolitan Transportation Planning Process

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Authorize the Chair to sign the Joint Certification Statement (see Exhibit 1).

BACKGROUND

Federal law and regulation requires the Florida Department of Transportation and the Metropolitan
Transportation Planning Organization for the Gainesville Urbanized Area to jointly certify each year the
transportation planning process, concurrent with the submittal of the transportation improvement
program.

A joint review meeting with the Florida Department of Transportation was held on March 25, 2014. As a
result of this meeting, the Florida Department of Transportation has not identified any recommendations
or corrective actions for the metropolitan transportation planning process. Exhibit 1 is the Joint
Certification Statement that needs to be signed and returned to the Florida Department of Transportation.
Exhibit 2 is the Joint Certification Statement memorandum that states that there are no findings for
corrective action.

The reason that this is not on the Consent Agenda for action is to address the final step in this certification
process which is to provide citizens the opportunity to comment on the transportation planning process.

t:\marlie\ms14\mtpo\memo\certifyapril14.docx
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Exhibit 1
Joint Certification Statement on the Metropolitan Transportation Planning Process

Pursuant to the requirements of 23 United States Code 134 (k)(5), 23 Code of Federal Regulations 450.334(a),
the Department and the Metropolitan Transportation Planning Organization for the Gainesville Urbanized Area

have performed a review of the certification status of the metropolitan transportation planning process for the
Metropolitan Transportation Planning Organization for the Gainesville Urbanized Area with respect
to the requirements of:

1. 23 United States Code. 134 and 49 United States Code 5303;

2. Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended (42 United States Code 2000d-1) and 49 Code of
Federal Regulations Part 21;

3. 49 United States Code 5332 prohibiting discrimination on the basis of race, color, creed, national
origin, sex, or age in employment or business opportunity;

4, Section 1101(b) of the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act and 49 Code of Federal
Regulations Part 26 regarding the involvement of disadvantaged business enterprises in United States
Department of Transportation funded projects;

5. 23 Code of Federal Regulations Part 230 regarding the implementation of an equal employment
opportunity program on Federal and Federal-aid highway construction contracts;

6. the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 United States Code 12101 et seq.)
and the regulations found in 49 Code of Federal Regulations Parts 27, 37, and 38;

7. the Older Americans Act, as amended (42 United States Code 6101) prohibiting discrimination on the
basis of age in programs or activities receiving Federal financial assistance;

8. Section 324 of 23 United States Code regarding the prohibition of discrimination on the basis of
gender; and

9. Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 United States Code 794) and 49 Code of Federal
Regulations Part 27 regarding discrimination against individuals with disabilities.

Included in this certification package is a summary of Noteworthy Achievements by the Metropolitan
Transportation Planning Organization for the Gainesville Urbanized Area and, a list of any recommendations
and/ or corrective actions. The contents of this Joint Certification Package have been reviewed by the
Metropolitan Transportation Planning Organization for the Gainesville Urbanized Area and accurately reflect the
results of the joint certification review meeting held on March 25, 2014.

Based on a joint review and evaluation, the Florida Department of Transportation and the Metropolitan
Transportation Planning Organization for the Gainesville Urbanized Area recommend that the
Metropolitan Transportation Planning Process for the Metropolitan Transportation Planning
Organization for the Gainesville Urbanized Area be Certified.

Florida Department of Transportation Date
District Two Secretary (or designee)

Metropolitan Transportation Planning Organization Date
for the Gainesville Urbanized Area Chair (or designee)
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EXHIBIT 2

Marlie Sanderson

From: Green, James [James.Green@dot.state.fl.us]

Sent: Wednesday, March 26, 2014 11:42 AM

To: Marlie Sanderson

Subject: Modified Joint Certification Review of the MTPO for the Gainesville Urbanized Area - 2014
Marlie

Please let this memorandum serve to document that the Department has not identified any recommendations or
corrective actions for the MTPO planning process. Please include this statement in the documentation of the
Certification Checklist.

James Green

Urban Planning Supervisor

Interim Liaison to Gainesville MTPO

Florida Department of Transportation - District 2
Planning, Jacksonville Urban Office - MS 2806
2198 Edison Avenue

Jacksonville, FL 32204-2730

904-360-5684

E-mail: james.green@dot.state.fl.us

PLEASE NOTE: Florida has very broad public records laws. Most written communications to or from state officials regarding state business are pubilc racords
available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail communications may therefore be subject to disclosure.
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April 7,2014

TO: Metropolitan Transportation Planning Organization for the Gainesville Urbanized Area

FROM: Marlie Sanderson, AICP, Director of Transportation Planning

SUBIJECT: Transportation Improvement Program Amendment- SW 62nd Boulevard Connector
Project

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Approve the proposed Transportation Improvement Program amendment discussed in Exhibit 1.

BACKGROUND

The SW 62nd Boulevard Connector project has received about $1.3 million in SAFETEA-LU “High
Priority Project” funds (see Exhibit 1). These funds will be used for the Project Development and
Environmental Study of the SW 62nd Boulevard 4-Lane Connector.

Attachment

t:\marlie\ms14\mtpo\memo\tipamendapr14.docx
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EXHIBIT 1

FDOT

Florida Department of Transportation

RICK SCOTT Jacksonville Urban Office ANANTH PRASAD, P.E.
GOVERNOR 2198 Edison Avenue SECRETARY

Jacksonville, FLL 32204-2730

March 19, 2014
TRANSMITTED ELECTRONICALLY

Mr. Marlie Sanderson, AICP

Director of Transportation Planning

North Central Florida Regional Planning Council
2009 NW 67" Place

Gainesville, FL 32653-1053

Re: FDOT Amendment request for the Gainesville MTPO Transportation Improvement
Program for FY 2013/14 ~ FY 2017/18

Dear Mr. Sanderson,

The Florida Department of Transportation requests placement on the agendas of the April 2,
2014, meetings of the Technical Advisory Committee and the Citizens Advisory Committee and
on the agenda of the April 14, 2014, meeting of the Gainesville Metropolitan Transportation
Planning Organization to consider the following amendment to add a new project to the
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for FY 2013/14 — FY 2017/18. The amounts listed
below are the total project costs to be shown in the TIP amendment report.

211365-6 SW 62" Boulevard 4-Lane Connector Further PD&E Study
FY2014 $1,275,794 HPP (High Priority Projects)
S 2,983 S117 (STP Earmarks —2005)
TOTAL $1,278,777

The District proposes to enter into a Local Agency Participation (LAP) Agreement with the City
of Gainesville to use funds remaining in these earmarks for a Further Project Development and
Environmental (PD&E) Study of the SW 62" Boulevard 4-Lane Connector. This will allow the
City of Gainesville to complete and update the study done a few years ago.

If you have any questions about this amendment request please call me at (904) 360.5684.

Sincerely,
James gt. reen
James M. Green

Urban Planning Supervisor
xc: James Bennett, Barbara Cloud

www.dot,state.fl.us
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April 7, 2014

TO: Metropolitan Transportation Planning Organization for the Gainesville Urbanized Area
FROM: Marlie Sanderson, AICP, Director of Transportation Planning

SUBJECT: Go Enhance RTS Study

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

No action required. This agenda item is for information only.

JOINT TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE AND CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
RECOMMENDATION

Accept the Go Enhance RTS Study as a completed planning document.

Please note that the Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Board discussed Go Enhance RTS Study, but
provided no recommendations.

BACKGROUND

The purpose of the Go Enhance RTS Study is to determine whether premium transit services should be
implemented in a designated east-west corridor serving the City of Gainesville and Alachua County. This
Study will be presented to the Metropolitan Transportation Planning Organization for the Gainesville
Urbanized Area at its next meeting on April 14, 2014. The study document and appendix are currently
available at the following link-

http://www.go-enhancerts.com/resources-info.stml

Peer Review

At the February 4, 2014 meeting, the Metropolitan Transportation Planning Organization for the
Gainesville Urbanized Area approved a motion to “direct staff to develop a process and budget for a peer
review of the draft Go Enhance RTS Study.” We discussed the proposed peer review with Mr. Jesus
Gomez, Regional Transit System Director. He recommended that we contact the National Bus Rapid
Transit Institute, at the Center for Urban Transportation Research, to find out who would be best qualified
to conduct this peer review.

Dedicated to improving the guality of life of the Region’s citizens,
by coordinating growth management, protecting regional resources,
promoting economic development and providing technical services to local governments.
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Mr. Dennis Hinebaugh, Director National Bus Rapid Transit Institute, stated that his Advisory Board
could conduct a quality review. However, he noted that Parsons Brinckerhoff, the City’s consultant for
the Go Enhance RTS Study, was a member of this Board. He recommended that we contact Mr. Graham
Carey (owner of careyBRT). He said that Mr. Carey is currently working on the Hartford/New Britain
Busway project in Connecticut.

We contacted Mr. Carey and asked him to give us a cost estimate for doing the peer review. Mr. Carey
stated that he preferred to wait until after the April 14th Metropolitan Transportation Planning
Organization for the Gainesville Urbanized Area meeting to develop the cost estimate. However, he
agreed to provide a summary of his observations based upon a preliminary review of the Go Enhance
RTS Study. These observations are enclosed as Exhibit 1.

t:\marlie\ms14\mtpo\memo\rtsstudyapril2.docx

-120-



EXHIBIT 1

careyBRT, 590 w 25" Ave., Eugene, Oregon 97405

graham.carey@careyBRT.com

North Central Florida Regional Planning Council
2009 NW 67th Place, Gainesville, FL 32653-1603

Attn: Marlie J. Sanderson, AICP, Assistant Executive Director & Director of
Transportation Planning

Dear Sir,

Thank you for the opportunity to volunteer some comments on the GO Enhance RTS
Study; Detailed Definition/Evaluation of Alternatives Report dated January 2014.

The report provides a comprehensive evaluation of the two alternative alignments.
| would like to provide some high level comments on the tenor of the report.

« The focus of the report seems to be on evaluating whether the project is eligible
for federal funding. While this is an important issue, it has proved a distraction
from the overall "purpose" of undertaking the project.

« The report does not reference the "purpose" of the project and the "need" that it
is addressing. A better understanding of the purpose and need may help in
evaluation of the benefits.

« Although I not having undertaken a ridership analysis, the projected increase in
ridership in the design year seems low; given the existing level of ridership in the

corridor.

In reviewing such a comprehensive report it is easy to find one’s self lost in a miasma of
very large intangibles, where decisive criteria are difficult to grab onto. Below are a few
comments that may assist in the communities’ decision to proceed with the project.
They centered on the funding, existing needs and project approach.

As one of the authors of the White Paper that resulted in the development of the
Federal "Very Small Starts" program, | am sympathetic to the communities frustration of
competing in a funding system that is biased against low cost/high impact projects such
as the Gainesville BRT project. There has been discussion amongst policy makers to
include provisions that support "Very Small Start type" projects however nothing has
materialized. There are other funding sources such as the TIGER grants that can be
explored in order to "bridge" the funding gap.

Transit usage in the corridor is highly used and is currently supported with a high level
of service. While it could be argued that the provision of additional departures would
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meet the anticipated demand,; this would likely only provide short term relief. Bearing in
mind the time needed to plan, design and build any enhanced transit system

While the report assesses the desirability of developing a full function BRT, there are
alternative approaches that set the stage for incremental development of the system. In
such an approach the community would make a modest investment in the system and
then wait for the benefits to be realized before making a further investment.

In conclusion, the Gainesville community should be commended for their foresight.
They have realized that there is a potential transportation problem that impacts the
overall viability of the area; the issue is how does the community respond? While the
project as defined does not meet the requirements of the federal funding program, it
does not mean that it is not worthwhile. In common with other transit systems around
the country, the natural growth in auto traffic means that RTS is adding more service
each year to maintain its current level of service. This is not sustainable, and will result
in a downward spiral of transit in the community where transit becomes so unreliable
that it cannot meet the needs of the community. Understandably some members of the
community are concerned about the impacts of the development of the BRT service. As
such RTS need to be flexible in face of valid concerns. However postponing the
development of transit improvements seldom makes things easier. Even if this is
adopting a "step-wise" approach towards the desired system; this will set the foundation
for the community to build on rather than preclude what may be a viable future option.

Yours sincerely,

Graham Carey P.E., AICP
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April 7, 2014
TO: Metropolitan Transportation Planning Organization for the Gainesville Urbanized Area
FROM: Marlie Sanderson, AICP, Director of Transportation Planning

SUBJECT: Dr. Kermit Sigmon Citizen Participation Award- 2013

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Present the Dr. Kermit Sigmon Citizen Participation Award to City of Gainesville Commissioner Thomas
Hawkins.

BACKGROUND

In 1997, the Metropolitan Transportation Planning Organization for the Gainesville Urbanized Area
approved the annual Dr. Kermit Sigmon Citizen Participation Award. This award is presented each year
to someone, selected by the Citizen Advisory Committee, to be recognized for their contribution to the
community’s transportation planning process. This year’s recipient is City of Gainesville Commissioner
Thomas Hawkins.

Previous Recipients

1997- Ruth Sigmon 2005- Julia Reiskind

1998- Perry Maull 2006- Dr. Ruth Steiner

1999- South West Alliance for Planning 2007- Martin Gold

2000- Var Heyl and Cindy Smith 2008- Mike and Susan Wright
2001- Chandler Otis 2009- Sharon Hawkey

2002- Gerry Dedenbach 2010- Mayor Mark Goldstein
2003- Dr. Linda Crider 2011- Ed Poppell

2004- Dan Burden 2012- Scott Fox

T:\Marlie\MS14\MTPOWMEMO\CACaward.docx
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SCHEDULED 2014 MTPO AND COMMITTEE MEETING DATES AND TIMES
PLEASE NOTE: All of the dates and times shown in
this table are subject to being changed during the year.
MTPO
MEETING TAC [At 2:00 p.m.] B/PAB MTPO
MONTH CAC [At 7:00 p.m.] [At 7:00 p.m.] MEETING
FEBRUARY January 22 January 23 February 3 at 3:00 p.m.
TAC Cancelled
APRIL April 2 April 3 April 14 at 3:00 p.m.
TAC@NCFRPC
JUNE May 21 May 22 June 2 at 5:00 p.m.
AUGUST July 23 July 24 August 4 at 3:00 p.m.
OCTOBER September 24 September 25 October 6 at 3:00 p.m.
DECEMBER November 19 November 20 December 1 at 5:00 p.m.

Note, unless otherwise scheduled:

1. Shaded boxes indicate the months that we may be able to cancel MTPO meetings if agenda items do not require a

meeting and

corresponding Advisory Committee meeting may also be cancelled;

£o (g

TAC meetings are conducted at the Gainesville Regional Utilities (GRU) Administration general purpose meeting room;
CAC meetings are conducted in the Grace Knight conference room of the County Administration Building; and
MTPO meetings are conducted at the Jack Durrance Auditorium of the County Administration Building unless noted.




Use the QR Reader App
on your smart phone to
visit our website!

Metropolitan Transportation Planning Organization
for the Gainesville Urbanized Area

2009 NW 67th Place, Gainesville, FL 32653

www.ncfrpc.org/mtpo






