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North Central Florida 
Strategic Regional Policy Plan 

proportion of the trips on the failing road network are attributable to the project. The percentage is 
multiplied by the costs of the transportation projects needed to restore level of service for the failing facilities 
to determine an amount of money, which is the developer's proportionate-fair share payment. 

e. Transportation Planning Best Practices 

While north central Florida local governments are financially unable to fund traditional transportation 
concurrency, adverse impacts to the regional road network can be minimized through sound transportation 
planning. Transportation Planning Best Practices for north central Florida local governments could include 
enhancing road network connectivity, providing parallel local routes to the Regional Road Network, 
incorporating access management strategies, and developing multimodal transportation systems. By 
relying on transportation planning best practices, urban development can still be directed to incorporated 
municipalities, urban service areas, and urban development areas while minimizing transportation 
infrastructure costs and declines in level of service. Examples of policy areas which could be addressed in 
local government comprehensive plans to implement these transportation planning best practices include 
the following. 

Enhance Road Network Connectivity by 

Establishing a comprehensive system of street hierarchies with appropriate maximum 
spacing for local, collector, and arterial street intersection and arterial spacing, including 
maximum intersection spacing distances for local, collector, and arterial streets; 

Establishing a thoroughfare plan and right-of-way preservation requirements to advance 
the development of arterial and collector streets throughout the jurisdiction; 

Limiting or discouraging the use of cul-de-sacs and dead-end streets, limiting the maximum 
length of cul-de-sacs and dead end streets, and encouraging the use of traffic calming 
devices and strategies as an alternative to dead end streets and cul-de-sacs; 

Encouraging street stubs for connections to future development requiring connections to 
existing street stubs/dead end streets when adjacent parcels are subdivided/developed in 
the future, and requiring developments to connect through to side streets at appropriate 
locations; 

Encouraging the creation of paths that provide shortcuts for walking and cycling where 
dead-end streets exist, mid-block bike paths and pedestrian shortcuts, and limiting the 
maximum spacing between pedestrian/bicycle connections as well as; or 

Limiting or discouraging gated communities and other restricted-access roads. 

Provide Parallel Local Routes and Other Alternative Local Routes to the Regional Road 
Network. 

Planning and mapping parallel roadway and cross street networks to provide a clear 
framework for implementing alternative routes to the Regional Road Network; 
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Adding segments of the parallel roadway and cross street networks to the capital 

improvements program; 

Encouraging developer participation in implementing the system through fair share 

agreements as a condition of development approval for Regional Road Network 

concurrency mitigation; or 

Encouraging the establishment of a long-term concurrency management system plan for 

accomplishing the parallel local routes and interparcel cross-access in selected areas. 

Promote Access Management Strategies by 

Requiring large commercial developments to provide and/or extend existing nearby local 

and collector streets and provide street connections with surrounding residential areas so 

residents may access the development without traveling on the Regional Road Network; 

Requiring shopping centers and mixed-use developments to provide a unified access and 

circulation plan and require any outparcels to obtain access from the unified access and 

circulation system; 

Properties under the same ownership or those consolidated for development will be treated 

as one property for the purposes of access management and will not received the maximum 

potential number of access points for that frontage indicated under minimum access 

spacing standards; 

Existing lots unable to meet the access spacing standards for the Regional Road Network 

must obtain access from platted side streets, parallel streets, service roads, joint and 

cross-access or the provision of easements; 

Establishing minimum access spacing standards for locally maintained thoroughfares and 

use these to also guide corner clearance; 

Maintaining adequate corner clearance at crossroad intersections with the Regional Road 

Network; 

Encouraging sidewalk connections from the development to existing and planned public 

sidewalk along the development frontage; 

Encouraging cross-access connections easements and joint driveways, where available and 

economically feasible; 

Encouraging closure of existing excessive, duplicative, unsafe curb cuts or narrowing of 

overly wide curb cuts at the development site; 

Encouraging safe and convenient on-site pedestrian circulation such as sidewalks and 

crosswalks connecting buildings and parking areas at the development site; 
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Encouraging intersection and/or signalization modifications to improve roadway operation 
and safety; 

Encouraging the addition of dedicated turn lanes into and out of development; 

Encouraging the construction of public sidewalks along all street frontages, where they do 
not currently exist; 

Encouraging the widening of existing public sidewalks to increase pedestrian mobility and 
safety; 

Encouraging the deeding of land for the addition and construction of bicycle lanes; 

Encouraging the provision of shading through awnings or canopies over public sidewalk 
areas to promote pedestrian traffic and provide protection from inclement weather to 
encourage walking; 

Encouraging the construction of new road facilities which provide alternate routes to reduce 
congestion; or 

Encouraging the addition of lanes on existing road facilities, especially where it can be 
demonstrated that the road will lessen impacts to the Regional Road Network. 

Develop Multimodal Transportation Systems by 

Encouraging development at densities within urban areas which support public transit; 

Providing one or more park-and-ride lots to encourage carpooling and ridesharing, and the 
use of public transit among inter-city commuters; 

Providing a system of sidewalks and/or bike paths connecting residential areas to schools, 
shopping, and recreation facilities; 

Establishing an interlocal agreement with an existing public mass transit system provider to 
provide regular daily inter-city transit service for inter-city commuters; or 

Establishing a local public mass transit system. 
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NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 
POLICY 1998-2; AMENDED 11-1-00 AND PROPOSED AMENDMENT 10-23-14 

CLEARINGHOUSE COMMITTEE PROCEDURES 

The North Central Florida Regional Planning Council has been designated by the state--l&ntl 

planning ageney as the regional planning agency to exercise certain review responsibilities 

under Chapters 163, 186, and 380, Florida Statutes, for Administrative District III including the 

counties of Alachua, Bradford, Columbia, Dixie, Gilchrist, Hamilton, Lafayette, Madison, 

Suwannee, Taylor, and Union. 

Council Rule 29C 1, Florida Administrative Code, Procedures establishes the Clearinghouse 

Committee as a standing committee of the Council having the responsibility of preparing 

recommendations on each of the individual review items for final action by the Council. 

The Committee's regular meetings will be held in eonjunetion with immediately prior to the 
regular monthly Council meetings beginning at <t:OO or <t:30 p.m. and eoneluding at 7 p.m. 

depending en the number aedlor type of Fe\1iew items. The Chairmilll may call special 

meetings from time to time as may be necessary to carry out the responsibilities of the 

Committee. Notice of meetings shall be in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 120, 

F.S Florida Statutes. The Committee will follow Robert's Rules of Order except where 

specified otherwise. 

GAS PIPELINES, ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION LINES AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENTS 

The Clearinghouse Committee is assigned the responsibility of reviewing and preparing 
recommendations to the Council regarding Environmental Impact Statements, gas pipeline 
applications and electric transmission line applications. The Clearinghouse Committee 
shall review said items for adverse effects on regional resources or facilities identified in the 
strategic regional policy plan and extrajurisdictional impacts that would be inconsistent 
with the comprehensive plan of any affected local govern.meat within the region. 

The Clearinghouse Committee is given the responsibility of preparing a report and 
recommendation to the Council on said items, and presenting its findings to the Council for 
finaJ action. 
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION AND REVIEW (IC&R) PROCESS 

Established and governed by Presidential Executive Order 12372 and Gubernatorial Executive 
Order 83 150 95-359, the IC&R Intergovernmental Coordination and Review process 
attempts to ensure the compatibility of federal or federally funded projects with local, regional 
and state plans and programs through a 30-day review process. The Council has been designated 
by the state as the regional clearinghouse for Administrative District III. Due to their relatively 
small size/scope, nearly 100 f)eFee&t all of the applications for federal assistance and/or 
proposed federal projects received for review affect or have the potential to affect only small 
(local) areas. 

Staff is assigned the responsibility of processing proposed projects submitted to the Council for 
review with the Committee providing oversight of staff reviews at regular intervals. On receipt, 
staff forward copies of the project description to potentially impacted local govemmentsl-and 
government agencies for their review and comments which, once received, are forwarded to the 
State Clearinghouse, the single point of contact (for federal agencies) for the state. Based on the 
comments received, staff make~ a determination of the consistency of the proposed project with 
local and areawide plans and programs. 

Copies of the project description, along with staff findings and local comments, are reviewed by 
the Committee at its regular monthly meeting. 

DEVELOPMENTS OF REGIONAL IMPACT~ AND FLORIDA QUALITY 
DEVELOPMENT (FQD) REVIEW PROCESSES 

The Council has been designated by the state as the regional planning agency for Administrative 
District III for purposes of implementing Section 380.06, F.S Florida Statutes. The Council's 
responsibilities in this review process are strictly governed by the statute and rules adopted by 
the State Land Planning Agency, currently the Florida Department of Cemmu&ity l. • .ffeiFs 
Economic Opportunity. 

The Clearinghouse Committee is given the responsibility of preparing the report and 
recommendation required by the statute and rule, and present it to the Council for final action. 

The staff is authorized to schedule,, and arrange and conduct DRI preapplication conferences 
for Developments of Regional Impact and determining when the application for development 
approval, application for development approval of a substantial deviation, application for 
development designation, and application for development designation of a substantial change, 
are sufficient to begin their respective review processes. 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND PLAN AMENDMENT REVIEWS 

Section Hi3.31Ci4(5), F.8. 163.3184(3) and (4), Florida Statutes, establishes a requirement that 
proposed local comprehensive plans and amendments to the plans be reviewed for potential 
impaets to Fegional Fesearees end faeilities and adjaeeot Joesl ge~.·emmeots. 0Ree th-e 
~lafl.sfrune.n.&ments ere edepted hy the Jeeal ge\'eFnmeuts, the plans es a whole St'e to be 
Fe"i'iewed foF oveFall eousisteuey with the adopted stFategie Fegional poliey plan foF the 
regional planning distFiet within whieh the loeal goyernments reside. adverse effects on 
regional resources or facilities identified in the strategic regional policy plan and 
extrajurisdictional impacts that would be inconsistent with the comprehensive plan of any 
affected local government within the region. 

The Clearinghouse Committee is assigned the responsibility of reviewing both the draft and 
adopted plans/amendments and preparing a recommendation for consideration of the Council 
which takes final action. However, the Committee is delegated the responsibility of forwarding 
comments to the Department of Community AffaiFs Economic Opportunity and the local 
governments on those proposed or adopted plan amendments which require action prior to the 
regularly-scheduled meetings of the Council. 

Reports submitted in accordance with this delegation will be included as "information" items on 
the agenda of the next regularly-scheduled meeting of the Council. 

OTHER REVIEW AND COMMENT REQUESTS 

All other items sent to the Council for review and comment shall be processed in the same 
manner as Ib&R Intergovernmental Coordination and Review requests with the exception of 
campus master plans prepared in accordance with Section 240.155(3), F.S Florida Statutes. 
Campus master plans shall be processed in the same manner as local government comprehensive 
plan reviews. 

Mayor Carolyn B. Spooner, Chair 
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STAFF-LEVEL ITEMS 
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Serving 

Alachua • Bradford 

Columbia • Dixie • Gilchrist 

Hamilton • Lafayette • Madison 

Suwannee • Taylor • Union Counties 

North 

Central 

Florida 

Regional 

Planning 

Council 2009 NW 67th Place, Gainesville, FL 32653-1603 • 352. 955. 2200 

REGIONAL CLEARINGHOUSE 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION AND RESPONSE 

Date: 9-15-14 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

#70- City of Newberry Small Cities Community Development Block Grant 

- Finding of No Significant Impact and Request for Comments 

TO: Lauren Milligan, Florida State Clearinghouse 

Bryan Thomas, City of Newberry 

J. Scott Mondesi, AICP, Summit Professional Services 

COMMENTS ATTACHED 

_x_ NO COMMENTS REGARDING TIDS PROJECT 

IF YOU HA VE ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING THESE COMMENTS, PLEASE CONTACT 

STEVEN DOPP, SENIOR PLANNER, AT THE NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL 

PLANNING COUNCIL AT (352) 955-2200 OR SUNCOM 625-2200, EXT 109 

Dedicated to improving the quality of life of the Region's citizens, 

by coordinating growth management, protecting regional resources, -3 7 _ 

promoting economic development and providing technical services to local governments. 
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CONCURRENT NOTICE 
NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNFICANT IMPACT AND 
NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS 

Date of Notice 
Name of Responsible Entity 
Address 
City, State, Zip Code 
Telephone Number 

July 31, 2014 
City of Newberry 
25440 W. Newberry Road (PO Box 369) 
Newberry, Florida 
(352) 472-2161 

These notices shall satisfy two separate but related procedural requirements for activities to be undertaken by the 
City of Newberry. 

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS 
On or about August 15, 2014, the City of Newberry will submit a request to the Florida Department of Economic 
Opportunity for the release of Community Development Block Grant funds under Title I of the Housing and 
Community Development Act, as amended, to undertake construction of new water and sewer lines and construct a 
turn lane to serve a new commercial development on the east side of US 41 I US 27 I SW 250th Street just south of 
SW 15th Avenue in the City of Newberry. Specifically the proposed project requires approximately 5,300 LF of 12 
water main, 800 LF of gravity sewer line, 1,800 LF of sewer forcemain, a sewer lift station and a right and left tum 
lane at the project entrance. Total CDBG construction costs equal $534,000. Any remaining engineering or 
construction costs, estimated to be approximately $94,229, will be paid by the developer. Other CDBG costs of the 
project are; $56,000 for Project/Grant Administration and $110,000 for Engineering. The total CDBG project cost is 
$700;000. 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
The City of Newberry has determined that the project will have no significant impact on the human environment. 
Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement under the National Envrronmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is not 
required. Additional project information is contained in the Environmental Review Record (ERR) on file at the 
Newberry Planning and Zoning Department located at 25815 SW 2nd Avenue, Newberry, Florida 32669, and may be 
examined or copied weekdays between the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the ERR to Judy Rice, City Clerk, 25440 W. 
Newberry Road, (PO Box 369), Newberry, FL 32669. All comments must be received by August 15, 2014. 
Comments will be considered prior to the City of Newberry requesting a release of funds. Comments should specify 
which notice they are addressing. 

RELEASE OF FUNDS 
The City of Newberry certifies to the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity and HUD that Bill Conrad in his 
capacity as Mayor consents to accept the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts if an action is brought to enforce 
responsibilities in relation to the environmental review process and that these responsibilities have been satisfied. 
The State's approval of the certification satis_fies its responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities and 
allows the City of Newberry to use the CDBG funds. 

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS 
HUD will accept objections to its release of fund and the City of Newberry's certification for a period of fifteen days 
following the anticipated submission date or its actual receipt of the request (whichever is later) only if they are on 
one of the following bases: (a) the certification was not executed by the Certifying Officer of the City of Newberry; (b) 
the Cjty of Newberry has omitted a step or failed to make a decision or finding required by HUD regulations at 24 
CFR part 58; (c) the grant recipient has committed funds or incurred costs not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before 
approval of a release of funds by the State; or (d) another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has 
submitted a written finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality. Objections 
must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the required procedures (24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 58. 76) and shalt 
be addressed to the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity, Division of Community Planning and Services, 
CDBG Program Section, MSC-400, 107 East Madison Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399-6508. Potential objectors 
should contact the City of Newberry to verify the actual last day of the objection period. 

Bill Conrad, Mayor 
Certifying Officer 
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