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MEETING NOTICE

CLEARINGHOUSE COMMITTEE

There will be a meeting of the Clearinghouse Committee of the North Central
Florida Regional Planning Council on August 22, 2013. The meeting will be
held at the Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, 213 SW Commerce Boulevard, Lake
City, beginning at 6:00 p.m.

(Location Map on Back)

Dedicated to improving the guality of life of the Region's citizens,
by coordinating growth management, protecting regional resources, _1_
promoting economic development and providing technical services to local governments.



Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites
213 SW Commerce Blvd

Lake City, Florida 32025

Directions: From the intersection of Interstate 75 and
U.S. Highway 90 (exit 427) in the City of Lake City turn,
East onto U.S. Highway 90, travel approximately 450 feet to

travel approximately 720 feet and the Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites
is on the left.

SW Commerce Blvd, turn right (South) onto SW Commerce Blvd,

~
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AGENDA
CLEARINGHOUSE COMMITTEE
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites August 22, 2013
Lake City, Florida 6:00 p.m.
PAGE NO.
L. APPROVAL OF THE JULY 25, 2013 MEETING MINUTES 5
II. COMMITTEE-LEVEL REVIEW ITEMS
#72-  Madison County Comprehensive Plan Adopted Amendment (DEO No. 13-1ESR) 9
#73 - Northeast Florida Strategic Regional Policy Plan Proposed Update 57

#74 - Town of Micanopy Comprehensive Plan Adopted Amendment (DEO No. 13-1ESR) 137
II. STAFF-LEVEL REVIEW ITEMS
#66 - Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc. - Rural Development Housing Preservation 155

Grant Application -Bradford, Columbia, Dixie, Gilchrist, Hamilton, Lafayette,
Madison, Suwannee, Taylor and Union Counties, Florida
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Dedicated to improving the quality of life of the Region’s citizens,
by coordinating growth management, protecting regional resources, _3_
promoting economic development and providing technical services to local governments.






NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL

CLEARINGHOUSE COMMITTEE

MINUTES
Holiday Inn Hotel and Suites July 25,2013
Lake City, Florida 6:00 p.m.
MEMBERS PRESENT MEMBERS ABSENT
Beth Burnham Jim Catron
Sandra Haas, Chair Thomas Hawkins, Vice-Chair
Donnie Hamlin Wesley Wainwright
James Montgomery Mike Williams
Stephen Witt
STAFF PRESENT
Steven Dopp

The meeting was called to order at 6:08 p.m. by Chair Haas.
L. APPROVAL OF JULY 17, 2013 MEETING MINUTES

ACTION: It was moved by Mr. Montgomery and seconded by Commissioner Hamlin
to approve the July 17, 2013 minutes as circulated. The motion carried

unanimously.
1L COMMITTEE-LEVEL REVIEW ITEMS

#67- City of Waldo Comprehensive Plan Adopted Amendment (DEO No. 13-1ESR)
468 -  Alachua County Comprehensive Plan Draft Amendment (DEO No. 13-4ESR)
#69 -  City of Alachua Comprehensive Plan Adopted Amendment (DEO No. 13-3ESR)
#70 - Suwannee County Comprehensive Plan Draft Amendment (DEO No. 13-1ER)

ACTION: It was moved by Mayor Witt and seconded by Commissioner Hamlin to
consider the above-referenced items under one motion. The motion
carried unanimously.

Mr. Dopp stated the staff reports for ltem #67, City of Waldo Comprehensive Plan Adopted
Amendment, Item #68, Alachua County Comprehensive Plan Draft Amendment, Item #69,
City of Alachua Comprehensive Plan Adopted Amendment, and Item #70, Suwannee County
Comprehensive Plan Draft Amendment, find that the local government comprehensive plans, as
amended, are not anticipated to result in significant adverse impacts to Natural Resources of
Regional Significance, regional facilities or adjacent local governments. Mr, Dopp noted the
staff report for Item #69, City of Alachua Comprehensive Plan Adopted Amendment,
recommends that the City adopt additional Transportation Best Practices contained in the
regional plan as policies in the City Comprehensive Plan.



Clearinghouse Committee Minutes
July 25,2013
Page 2

ACTION: It was moved by Mr. Mo

ntgomery and seconded by Mayor Witt to

approve the staff reports as circulated. The motion carried unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 6:27 p.m.

Sandra Haas, Chair

v'\chouse\minutes\130725minutes,docx
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FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCILS ASSOCIATION
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT REVIEW FORM 01

Regional Planning Council: North Central Fl Regional Planning Council Item No.: 72
Review Date: 8/22/13 Local Government: Madison County
Amendment Type: Adopted Amendment Local Government Item No.: CPA 13-01

State Land Planning Agency Item No.: 13-1ER

Date Mailed to Local Government and State Land Planning Agency: 8/23/13 (estimated)

Pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida Statutes, Council review of local government comprehensive plan
amendments is limited to adverse effects on regional resources and facilities identified in the strategic
regional policy plan and extrajurisdictional impacts that would be inconsistent with the comprehensive
plan of any affected local government within the region. A written report containing an evaluation of
these impacts, pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida Statutes, is to be provided to the local government
and the state land planning agency within 30 calendar days of receipt of the amendment.

DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT

County item CPA 13-01 consists of amendments to all elements of the County Comprehensive Plan (See
attached excerpts).

1. ADVERSE EFFECTS TO SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL RESOURCES AND FACILITIES
IDENTIFIED IN THE STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN

The County Comprehensive Plan amendments include maps of Natural Resources of Regional
Significance contained in the North Central Florida Strategic Regional Policy Plan. The maps help to
identify regional resources located within the County in order to prevent and/or mitigate significant
adverse impacts to regionally important resources. However, the County Plan amendments do not contain
goals or policies which are tied to these regional resources. Therefore, it is recommended that the
following objective and policies be added to the Conservation Element of the County Comprehensive
Plan.

OBJECTIVE 1.6 The County, in order to protect significant natural resources in a manner
which is in conformance with and furthers the North Central Florida Strategic Regional Policy
Plan, as amended October 27, 2011, hereby adopts the following maps as they apply to the
unincorporated areas of the County as part of the Future Land Use Map Series of this
Comprehensive Plan; (1) Regionally Significant Natural Resources - Ground Water Resources,
dated October 27, 2011; (2) Regionally Significant Natural Resources - Natural Systems, dated
October 27, 2011; (3) Regionally Significant Natural Resources - Planning and Resource
Management Areas, dated October 27, 2011; (4) Regionally Significant Natural Resources -
Planning_and Resource Management Areas (Surface Water Improvement Management Water
Bodies), dated October 27, 2011; and (5) Regionally Significant Natural Areas - Surface Water

Resources, dated October 27, 2011. The following policies provide direction for the use of these
maps in applying the referenced policies of this Comprehensive Plan.

v:\madison county\madco_13-1er.fin.docx
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Policy 1.6.1  The map entitled Regionally Significant Natural Resources - Ground Water
Resources, dated October 27, 2011, included within the Future Land Use Map Series, identifies
groundwater resources for the application of the provisions of the high groundwater aquifer
protection policy of the Sanmitary Sewer, Solid Waste, Drainage, Potable Water and Natural
Groundwater Aquifer Recharge Element of this Comprehensive Plan.

Policy 1.6.2  The map entitled Regionally Significant Natural Resources - Natural Systems, dated
October 27, 2011, included within the Future Land Use Map Series, identifies listed species for the
application of the provisions the critical wildlife habitat policv of this element.

Policy 1.6.3 The maps entitled Regionally Significant Natural Resources - Planning and
Resource Management Areas, dated October 27, 2011, included within the Future Land Use Map
Series, identifies state owned regionally significant lands for application of the provisions of the

conservation land use policy of the Future Land Use Element of this Comprehensive Plan.

Policy 1.6.4 The maps entitled Regionally Significant Natural Resources - Planning and
Resource Management Areas (Surface Water Improvement Management Water Bodies), dated
October 27, 2011, included within the Future Land Use Map Series, identifies surface water
management improvement water bodies for the application of the provisions of the surface water
runoff policy of this element,

Policy 1.6.5S  The map entitled Regionally Significant Natural Areas - Surface Water Resources,
dated October 27, 2011, included within the Future Land Use Map Series, identifies surface water
resources for the application of the provisions of the surface water and riverbank protection
policies of this element.

Future Land Use Element Policy 1.6.4 references “Prime Natural Aquifer Recharge Areas.” The term is
obsolete and should be replaced with “high aquifer recharge areas.”

The county is bisected by the following roads which are part of the Regional Road Network as identified
in the North Central Florida Strategic Regional Policy Plan: Interstate Highway 10, U.S. Highways 90
and 221 as well as State Roads 6, 14, 42 and 145. The amendment deletes transportation concurrency
requirements from the County Comprehensive Plan. Therefore, significant adverse impacts could occur
to segments of these regional roads should the roadway level of service exceed the minimum service
planning standards contained in the regional plan. Potential adverse impacts to the regional road network
can be mitigated by including Transportation Best Practices contained in the North Central Florida
Strategic Regional Policy Plan as goals and policies in the County Comprehensive Plan (see attached).

2. EXTRAJURISDICTIONAL IMPACTS INCONSISTENT WITH THE
COMPREHENSIVE PLANS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS WITHIN THE REGION

As previously noted, the amendment deletes transportation concurrency requirements from the County
Comprehensive Plan. Therefore, significant adverse impacts could occur to roads located in adjoining
local governments which continue to maintain minimum level of service standards. Potential adverse
extrajurisdictional impacts can be mitigated by including Transportation Best Practices contained in the
North Central Florida Strategic Regional Policy Plan as goals and policies in the County Comprehensive
Plan.

vi\madison county\madco_13-1er.fin.docx
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Request a copy of the adopted version of the amendment? | yeg No

Not Applicable X

It is recommended that these findings be forwarded to the County and the Florida Department of
Economic Opportunity.

v:\madison county\madco_13-1er.fin.docx
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EXCERPTS FROM THE
COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT

DRAFT _;;_
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SECTION 1. FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT
GOAL, OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES

GOAL 1 4 — IN RECOGNITION OF THE IMPORTANCE OF CONSERVING THE NATURAL
RESOURCES AND ENHANCING THE QUALITY OF LIFE IN THE COUNTY, DIRECT
DEVELOPMENT TO THOSE AREAS WHICH HAVE IN PLACE, OR HAVE AGREEMENTS TO
PROVIDE, THE LAND AND WATER RESOURCES, FISCAL ABILITIES AND SERVICE
CAPACITY TO ACCOMMODATE GROWTH IN AN ENVIRONMENTALLY ACCEPTABLE

MANNER.

OBJECTIVE 1.1: The County shall maintain a Future Land Use Map which coordinates future
land uses with appropriate topography. soil conditions. conservation of natural resources and

availability of facilities and services.

Policy 1.1.1: The County shall regulate land use through designation of land use districts on a

Future Land Use Map. The Future Land Use Map shall be used to determine the location and

extent of development within the County consistent with the conservation of natural resources

and availability of public facilities and services. Land use districts depicted on the Future Land
Use Map shall be described as follows.

1. Agriculture-1
a. Intent. This district is intended to provide for crop cultivation. livestock, specialty

farms, silviculture areas and dwelling units.
b. Density. 1 du / 40 acres

2. Agriculture-2
a. Intent. This district is intended to provide for crop cultivation, livestock, specialty

farms. silviculture areas and allow for additional residential densities.
b. Density. 1 du/ 10 acres

Future Land Use Element
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3. Residential

a. Intent. This district is intended to provide areas for the preservation or
development of low-density neighborhoods.
b. Density. One (1) dwelling unit per acre for development not served by a

community potable water and sanitary sewer system: two (2) dwelling units per
acre with community potable water or sanitary sewer service; up to eight (8) units
per acre within a planned residential development with community potable water
and sanitary sewer service and which contains an internal road system that is
paved according to County specifications.

4. Commercial
a. Intent. This district is intended to provide areas used for the sale, rental and
distribution of products. or performance of services.
b. intensity. 1.0 Floor Area Ratio

Future Land Use Element 11-2



5. Industrial
a. Intent. This district is_intended to create areas used for the manufacturing,

assembly processing or storage of products.
b. Intensity. 1.0 Floor Area Ratio

6. _ Public
a. Intent. This district is_intended to provide public buildings and _grounds, other
public _facilities, (including sewer systems, solid waste systems, drainage
systems and potable water systems), public health systems and educational

uses.
b. Intensity. 1.0 Floor Area Ratio
7. Conservation
a. Intent. This district is intended for public lands devoted to the conservation of the

unique natural functions. With silviculture and _agriculture activities conducted
under best management practices, rules of the Suwannee River Water

Management District and other applicable rules and regulations. Conservation
uses shall include public access and residential uses necessary to manage such
conservation lands (i.e.. ranger stations, research stations and park amenities).
Silvicultural activities consistent with the conservation purpose shall be allowed.

8. Recreation
a. Intent. This district is intended for user based and resource based recreation
uses.
b. Intensity. For buildings and structures, no more than 50% lot coverage, unless

otherwise approved by the County Commission and a 0.5 Floor Area Ratio.

9. Highway Interchange
a. Intent. This district is_intended for uses surrounding Interstate 10 interchanges.

which include the following: high intensity commercial uses such as shopping
centers. restaurants, automotive service stations, motels and campgrounds; retail
outlets; truck stops; and facilities for the storage and distribution of foods and
products including wholesale activity.

b. Intensity. 1.0 Floor Area Ratio

10. Mixed Use

a. __ Intent. This district is intended for areas which include single family residential
units. commercial uses, recreation and open space, and public uses. Agricultural
and silvercultural activities are permitted provided that such activities do not
adversely impact any adjacent commercial activity. Mixed Use areas may be
permitted within _the rural areas of the County, which are both (1) highly
accessible to principal arterials, minor arterials or maijor _collectors and (2)
appropriate locations for commercial activities outside of the designated urban
development overlay.

b. Density. One (1) dwelling unit per acre for development not served by a
community potable water and sanitary sewer system; two (2) dwelling units per
acre with community potable water or sanitary sewer service; up fo eight (8) units
per acre within a planned residential development with community potable water
and sanitary sewer service and which contains an internal road system that is
paved according to County specifications.

C. Intensity. 1.0 Floor Area Ratio
d. Development Mix. Up to 25% of the gross acreage within the category may be
designated for each of the followina types of development. All of the land uses
Future Land Use Element $41-3
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do not have to be developed at the same time, nor is one land use a prerequisite
o another land use.
i. Single Family Residential

i, Commercial
iif. Recreation and Open Space
iv. Public

€. Additional requirements.

i. All subdivisions shall have direct access to a publicly maintained road.

ii. Non-residential uses shall have direct access to a principal arterial, minor
arterial, or major collector roadway.
ii. No future industrial use shall be allowed to adjoin _an existing residential

development.

iv. Development _must be located on developable upland away from
environmentally _sensitive land, including wetlands and 100-year
floodplains.

V. A minimum_ 100 foot vegetative buffer _shall be provided between

agriculture and nonresidential uses to protect such agricultural uses from

potentially adverse impacts associated with encroachment of non-
agricultural development or the creation of nuisances by agricultural
operations. Buffers shall be provided by the nonresidential development.

11. Commerce Park.
a. Intent. This district is intended to focus on_ manufacturing, warehousing and
distribution around the Interstate 10 corridor.
b.  Intensity. 0.25 Floor Area Ratio

Policy +421.1.2: The County shall allocate amounts and mixes of land uses for—residential;
commersial—industrial—public-andrecreation to meet the needs of the existing and projected

future populations _through the year 2035.

Policy £3-21.1.3: The County as-part-of the-special-exception-proscess; shall require the location

of public facilities so as to discourage the proliferation of urban sprawl.

Policy +4411.1.4: The County shall establish procedures for the review of proposed
development to assure that development-orders-and permits-are-notissued-unless the facilities

and services necessary to serve the development can be provided at the adopted level of
service standards.

OBJECHVE+13 Policy 1.1.5: The County shall require that utility services ensure—the
availabilibr-of-suitable land for-essential-services necessary to support proposed development

including potable water, natural gas, sanitary sewer, solid waste disposal, telephone, television,
radio, electrical substations and telecommunications towers are available concurrent with final

development approval.

Policy 1.1.6:  _The County shall consider the appropriateness of site conditions or site
modifications relative to soils and topography as part of its development review process.

Policy 1.1.7: Public and Private schools are considered allowable uses in all land use categories
except Conservation and Industrial. The County will coordinate with the Madison County

Future Land Use Element 11-4




School Board to encourage the location of schools proximate to residential areas to the extent
possible and shall seek to collocate public facilities such as parks, libraries, and community
centers. with schools to the extent possible.

OBJECTIVE £41.2: In order to discourage the proliferation of urban sprawl and to coordinate
future land uses with the availability of facilities and services, the County shall establish an
“Urban Development Qverlay Areas” on the Future Land Use Map. Fhese-Urban-Development
Areas_This overlay shall be the focal points for the provision of urban-type facilities and service,
such as central potable water and sanitary sewer facilities, and the location of urban-type uses,

Policy 1.2.1: The land uses permitted within the Urban Development Overlay shall include

Agriculture-2, Public, Recreation, Residential. Highway Interchange. Commercial, Industrial,

Mixed Use, and Commerce Park.

Policy 4-41.2.2: The County shall Jimit direct the location of higher density residential and high
intensity commercial and industrial uses to areas within the UDA, adjacent to arterial or collector
roads where public facilities are available to support such higher density or intensity.

Policy 1.2.3: Commerce Park uses within the Urban Development Overlay shall be subject to
developer incentives, grant funding. expedited permitting, provision of public facilities, or some
other similar_incentives as specified in the land development code in order to encourage
economic development by promoting a range of uses including light industrial. warehousing.
manufacturing and assembly, and other employment-oriented uses.

Policy +4-41.2.4. The County shall enforce standards contained within this Plan for the
coordination and siting of proposed urban development near agricultural or forested areas, or
environmentally sensitive areas (including but not limited to wetlands and floodplain areas) to
avoid adverse impact upon existing land uses.

Policy +4:51.2.5: The County shall encourage future urban development within designated
urban development overlays areas in conformance with the land topography and soil conditions,
and within an area which is or will be served by public facilities and services.

Future Land Use Element t1-95
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OBJECHVEL2Policy 1.2.6: The County shall maintain the rural character of the area—+ural
areas by limiting development activity te-these-uses-outside of the Urban Development Overlay.

Future | and Use Element t1-7
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Development-standards—notapplicable

Policy 2-31.2.7: The County shall provide for the establishment of lots for the sole use of family
homesteads, not to exceed 1 dwelling unit per acre, notwithstanding the density or intensity of
use otherwise assigned to the parcel in this adopted plan. This provision is intended to promote
the perpetuation of the family homestead in rural areas by making it possible for an individual
who is the grandparent, parent, stepparent, adopted parent, sibling, child, stepchild, adopted
child, or grandchild of the person who conveyed the parcel to said individual to reside on lots
which exceed the maximum density for such areas. Such provision shall apply only once to any
individual.

OBJECTIVE 4:31.3: The County shall protect existing developments from the potentially
adve_rse impacts of adjacent land uses. Protective-measures-such-as-site-plan-review-shall-be

Future Land Use Element 11-11
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Policy 3-41.3.1: For development that does occur in rural and agricultural areas, further protect

agriculture uses by providing adequate buffers. consistent-with-the-following:

Policy 1331.3.2: The County shall protect lands owned by the public and lands designhated
"public use" on the Future Land Use Map from the adverse impact of adjacent incompatible land
uses, whlch mclude but are not Ilmlted to commermal and lndustrlal land use and mining actlwty

Policy $3:41.3.3: To serve the convenience needs of neighborhoods within urban development
areas and rural areas the County shall provide for the location, subject to detailed criteria, of
neighborhood commercial uses.:

Future Land Use Element 41-12




Policy -3-61.3.4: The County shall allow mining activities within areas designated on the Future
Land Use Plan Map as “agrisultural” Agriculture-1 or Agriculture-2 as a special exception only.

subjectto-the-followingloeational-and-sitingcriteria:

Policy +3-81.3.5: The County shall participate in the National Flood Insurance Program and
regulate development and the installation of utilities in flood hazard areas in conformance with
the program's requirements.

OBJECTIVE +41.4: The County shall implement a housing rehabilitation and redevelopment
program as needed.

Policy +4-11.4.1: The County shall request federal and state funds to redevelop and renew any
identified blighted areas, where the County finds there is a competitive feasibility to receive such
funding.

Future Land Use Element 41-13
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OBJECTIVE £81.5: The County shall protect historic resources identified in the Florida Master
Site File.

Policy +:6-41.5.1: The County shall maintain a map and listing of all known prehistoric and
historic sites within the County. This list shall be provided in the land development regulations
code and shall be reviewed and updated as needed anrually by the local planning agency. Prior
to the issuance of any development order, preliminary or final, the map and listing shall be
consulted to determine whether historical or archeological resources exist on the site proposed
for development.

Policy +6-21.5.2: The County shall implement criteria for designating historic structures and
sites and further, establish guidelines for the maintenance and adaptive reuse of historic
structures and sites. Such criteria and guidelines shall provide for:

1. Designation of historic districts and historic properties.

2. Alterations or new construction in historic districts or involving historic property.

3. Demolition or relocation of structures within a historic district, or classified as historic
property.

4, Maintenance of historic property.

OBJECTIVE +#1.6: The County shall protect natural resources and environmentally sensitive

lands {ncluding-but-netlimited-to-wetlands-and-floedplains).

Policy #41.6.1: The County shall protect public potable water wells and their cones of
influence. The County shall create wellhead protection areas and zones of exclusion. Zones of
exclusion shall consist of all land within a two hundred (200) foot radius of the wellhead wherein
no development activities shall be allowed. Wellhead protection areas shall extend for a radius
of five hundred (500) feet from the wellhead. Within these areas, the following will be prohibited:

1. Landfills;

2. Facilities for the bulk storage, handling, or processing of materials on the Florida
Substance List;

3. Activities that require the storage, use, handling, production, or transportation of
restricted substances, agricultural chemicals, petroleum products, hazardous toxic
waste, medical waste, and the like;

Future Land Use Element 11-14




4, Feedlots or other commercial animal facilities;

5. Wastewater treatment plants, percolation ponds, and similar facilities;
6. Mines;
7. Excavation of waterways or drainage facilities which intersect the water table.

Policy +7-31.6.2: As part of the County's development review process the impacts on
agricultural and forested areas shall be assessed and identified prior to development approval.

Policy +741.6.3: Environmentally sensitive land shall be identified for protection. Floodprone
area mapping, U.S. Geological Survey topographic mapping, soils maps, and the resources of
the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council, Suwannee River Water Management
District, and affected State agencies shall be used as resources for environmentally sensitive
lands identification. These environmentally sensitive lands shall include, but not be limited to,
wetlands, floodprone areas, areas designated as prime groundwater aquifer recharge areas and
critical habitat areas for designated rare, threatened, endangered, or species of special concern.

Policy 751.6.4: The County shall protect groundwater aquifer recharge areas by: preventing
drainage wells and sinkholes to be used for stormwater disposal, including well construction,
modification and closure regulations; and by establishing regulations which prohibit the
discharge and protect against accidental releases of hazardous or toxic materials to the soils or
groundwater. These provisions will be applied to all Prime Natural Groundwater Aquifer
Recharge Areas, Blue Spring, Campbell Sink, Johnson Sink, Madison Stream/Sink Recharge
Area, Patterson Sink, Indian Lake Sink and Rogers Sink.

Policy +7-61.6.5: The County shall minimize the direct surface run-off into Blue Spring by
employing stormwater management and land use design controls.

Policy £771.6.6: In areas designated "agriculture" and "conservation" on the Future Land Use
Map, silvicultural shall be subject to the following provisions:

142} Permit existing bona-fide agricultural pursuits that were lawful prior to adoption of the
comprehensive plan;

2.4b} Allow silvicultural activities subject to the following provisions:

at  Silviculture activities will be required to follow the best management practices as
outlined in the publications titled "Silviculture Best Management Practices
Manual" and "Management Guidelines For Forested Wetlands in Florida®, Florida
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Service, Division of Forestry, editions
in effect at the time of plan adoption, and the requirements of Chapter 373 and

403, F.S.

Future Land Use Element +1-15

_29_



_30_

Policy +46-41.6.7: The County shall restrict new development within unsuitable areas due to
flooding, improper drainage, wetlands, steep slopes, rock formations and adverse earth
formations, unless acceptable methods are formulated by the developer and approved by the
County to solve the problems created by the unsuitable land conditions.

OBJECTIVE +81.7: The County shall coordinate its planning and land development regulatory
activities with agencies responsible for the implementation of any regional resource planning
and management plan prepared pursuant to Chapter 380, Florida Statutes.

Policy +-8-11.7.1: The County shall require that all proposed development which is subject to the
provisions of any regional resource planning and management plan be consistent with such
plan and that the proposed development be reviewed for such consistency during the
development review process.

Policy £:8-41.7.2: The County shall require the review of submission-of-developmentplans-for all
aHt proposed subdivision-plats-and-site-and-development plans within the drainage basin of any
designated priority water body te by the Water Management District for review-and-comment-as
te-the-consistency ofthe-propesed-development-with any approved management plan.-within
-pri i —Further, appropriate regional, state and
federal agency permits shall be issued prior to the issuance of the County Development permit.

OBJECTIVE +421.8: The County shall review innovative land development regulatory
techniques for applicability to County growth management. These techniques shall include
Planned Unit Development and mixed use.

Policy +42-11.8.1: The County shall_administer its adopted land development code for
implementation of the Comprehensive Plan. At a minimum these regulations shall.—manage

Dy-taking-actiente

(a) Regulate the subdivision of land:;

(b) Regulate the use of land and water consistent with this Element and ensure the
compatibility of adjacent land uses and provide for open space;

() Protect environmentally sensitive lands identified within the Conservation Element;

Future Land Use Element 11-16




(d) Regulate areas subject to seasonal and periodic flooding and provide for drainage and
stormwater management;

(e) Protect public potable water wellfields and aquifer recharge areas;
® Regulate signage;
(@) Ensure safe and convenient on-site traffic flow and vehicle parking needs; and

(h) Provide that development orders and permits shall not be issued which result in a
reduction of the level of service standards adopted in this Comprehensive Plan.

Policy +3-61.8.2: The County's land development regulations code shall include provisions for
drainage, stormwater management, open space, convenient on site traffic flow and needed

vehicle parking for all development.

Policy 1.8.3: In conjunction with the land development code the County shall maintain a system

to_determine potential impacts caused by proposed development activities. As a minimum the
following criteria shall be evaluated.

Availability of facilities and services:

Suitability of site conditions including topography and soils:
Ingress and egress:

Drainage and stormwater management:

Vehicular traffic, including on-site parking:

Required permits of other governmental agencies;

. Noise;

Lighting:

Public safety and/or potential fo create a public nuisance:

10. Impacts on natural resources; and

11. Potential for production of greenhouse gases.
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OBJECTIVE +481.9: Protect airports within Madison County shal-be-protected from nearby
developments through the implementation of the future land use element and the land

development code. 6

Policy +48-41.9.1: Airport land use restrictions shall be provided within the County's land
development regulations code which include special requirements to apply to each permitted
use so that no use may be made of land or water adjacent to any airport which will interfere with

the operation of airborne aircraft.

Future Land Use Element
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SECTION 5. CONSERVATION ELEMENT
GOAL, OBJECTS AND POLICIES

GOAL 1¥ - CONSERVE, THROUGH APRPRORIATE APPROPRIATE USE AND PROTECTION,
THE REESOURGES RESOURCES OF THE COUNTY TO MAINTAIN THE INTEGRITY OF

NATURAL FUNCTIONS.

OBJECTIVEM-41.1 The County land development regulatiens code shall include best
management practices for the conservation, appropriate use and

protection of natural resources. fi teswi

Policy ¥4-51.1.1 The County shall address during the development review process the
mitigation of development activities within environmentally sensitive
areas, which include but are not limited to those areas identified as
regionally significant areas within the Future Land Use Map Series

Appendix of this Comprehensive Plan to ensure that the possible impacts
created by the proposed development activity will not significantly alter
the natural functions of the these significant natural resources.

Conservation Element v5-1-37-




Policy 1.1.2

The County shall provide for the evaluation of regionally significant

Policy 1.1.3

natural areas during the development review process. The identification
of such areas shall be based on the best available information provided
by the Suwannee River Water Management District or other appropriate
sources, including but not limited to land cover and vegetative mapping,
resource investigations, and special site investigations. Strategies for
protecting regionally significant natural areas shall be coordinated with
state and regional resource management agencies.

The County shall participate in the _acquisition planning process of state

and regional agencies for lands and regionally significant natural areas.

Policy ¥-4-61.1.4

Policy M-4-71.1.5

A:

The County shall require special review criteria, as identified in the Land
Development Code, for all developments containing regionally significant

natural areas naturalreseurce—protection—areas prior to the issuance of

any development permit.

Natural Resource Management Areas.

Natural Resource Management Areas means an area located within
Madison County which area is characterized by one or more of the
following:

1. Junsdlctlonal wetlands _A—wetland—(cennected)—and—including

2. A wetland or upland habitat for a species listed as either
‘threatened” or “endangered” by the—-F—Florida Game-and—Fresh
Water Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. For the
purposes of this Chapter, the location of habitat areas shall be as
established by the Game—and FreshwaterFish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission based on area-wide studies of
individual sites; OR

3. An area within five hundred (500) feet of a public potable water
wellfield; OR

4, An area within two hundred (200) feet of a historic structure or site
or known or suspected archaeological site which is eligible for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places. For the

Conservation Element
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purposes of this Chapter, a site will be considered eligible if it is
listed on the National Register of or if it is included on the Master
Archaeological Site File maintained by the Bureau of Historic
Preservation, Florida Secretary of State:; OR

5. Specific designated areas within the ene-hundred-(100) 100-year
floodplain.

Development proposed in or near Natural Resource Management Areas
shall be designed so as to maximize the ability of a Natural Resource
Management Area to function in an undisturbed natural condition. The
following general standards for developments shall be applied to all
Natural Resource Management Areas:

1. Uses and activities within Natural Resource Management Areas
shall be limited to those uses and activities which by their nature
must be located within these areas, or which are compatible with
the need for resource management and protection. Uses and
activities on other lands which might create an adverse impact on
Natural Resource Management Areas shall-be-designed-so-as-to
reduce-or-eliminate such-Areas-shall be designed so as to reduce
or eliminate such impacts. The County Commission may require
the rearrangement of uses or activities, including density, on a site
plan or the rearrangement of lots within a subdivision in order to
minimize the impact of such uses on Natural Resource

Management Areas.

2. Use of planned unit development design is required for
development located within or near Natural Resource
Management Areas.

3. Site Plan review for development approval shall be required to

include the designation of wetlands by a professionally conducted

survey. Jf—detemeed—and—veHﬂed—by—the—Qeem{y—Gee;dmatepthat
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Policy ¥-4-91.1.6 Where a site for development is affected by more than one resource
(such as a wellfield located in a wetland), all standards shall apply
collectively, with the more restrictive standard applying in the case of a
conflict. Where meeting one standard would have the effect of violating
another, the County Commission shall determine how the standards shall

apply.

Policy ¥-3-41.1.7 The County shall require within-the-tand-developmentregulations. that

any mining permit be coordinated with the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection so that areas disturbed by mining activities are
reclaimed to productive and beneficial use.

Policy ¥-3.31.1.8 The County shall require, during the development review process that
multiple use of forest resources, where appropriate, be required to
provide for timber production, recreation, wildlife habitat, watershed
protection, erosion control and maintenance of water quality.

Policy V-3-41.1.9 The County shall cooperate with adjacent local governments, other
governmental entities, research and interest groups to conserve and
protect unique vegetative communities located within the County and
adjacent local government jurisdictions.

Policy ¥-4-141.1.10  The County may shall cooperate with the Florida Garme-and-Fresh-\Water
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission in the monitoring and
inventorying of wildlife and wildlife habitats within the County.

Policy ¥-4-21.1.11 The County may shall assist in the application and compliance with all
Federal and state regulations which pertain to endangered and rare

species.

Policy ¥-4-31.1.12  The County may shall consult with the Florida Game-and-Eresh-Water
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission prior to the issuance of a
development order where there is an indication that such issuance would
result in an adverse impact to any endangered or rare species.

OBJECHNVEAPolicy 1.1.13The County shall implement provisions within the site plan review
process to protect air quality by requiring the appropriate siting of
development and associated public facilities.

POLICY M A-1Policy 1.1.14 The County shall require that all appropriate air quality permits are
obtained prior to the issuance of development orders, so that minimum air

quality levels established by the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection are maintained in the County.

OBJECTIVE M-211.2 The County shall implement land development regulations. For the
conservation, appropriate use and protection of the quality and quantity of
current and projected water sources, water recharge areas and public
potable water wells.

Conservation Element ¥5-5
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Policy ¥-2-41.2.1 The County, as part of the development review process, shall require the
coordination of development plans with the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection and the Water Management District to assist in
the monitoring of uses which may impact the County’s current and

projected water sources.

Policy ¥2-21.2.2 The County’s-and-develepmentregulations-shall prohibit uses within or

adjacent to the surface waters of the County which degrade the present
water quality classification, as established by the rules of the Florida
Department of Environmental Regulation.
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Policy 32-31.2.3 The County shall identify and make recommendations, where
appropriate, for the purchase of environmentally sensitive lands by the
state of Florida, Water Management District, or U. S. Government, under
programs administered by the U. S. Department of Interior, Fiorida
Department of Natural Resources of the land acquisition programs of the
Water Management District.

Policy -2:81.2.4 The County shall, through the development review process, require that
post-development runoff rates and poliutant loads do not exceed pre-
development conditions.

Policy \-2.81.2.5 The County shall cooperate with the Water Management District in their
conducting of water conservation programs.

Policy \-2-401.2.6  The County shall comply with the plans of the Water Management District
for the emergency conservation of water sources.

Conservation Element V5-7
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Policy V-2-441.2.7

Policy ¥-2:1451.2.8

The County’s—and—development—regulations shall require a 75-foot

regulated natural buffer adjacent to the Suwannee, Withlacoochee, and
Aucn!a Rivers identified on the Future Land Use Map Senes a#l—pe#enmal

and prohibit the location of
residential, commercial and industrial land uses within the buffer areas,
but allow agriculture, silviculture and resource-based recreatlonal
activities within buffer areas subject to best management practices, the
rules of the Suwannee River Water Management District and other
applicable rules and regulations.

The County’s—and—development—regulations shall require a 50-foot

regulated natural buffer adjacent to all other perennial rivers, streams and
creeks and prohibit the location of residential, commercial and industrial
tand uses within the buffer areas, but allow agriculture, silviculture and
resource-based recreational activities within buffer areas subject to best
Management District and other applicable rules and regulations.

Policy V-2-441.2.9

Policy 3:4-1441.2.10

Policy ¥-4-451.2.11

Policy \-2.421.2.12

Policy 1.2.13

Policy \.2.41.2.14

The County shall, as part of the developmental review process, limit
development to low density and non-intensive uses in prime groundwater
aquifer recharge areas designated by the Water Management District, in
order to maintain the natural features of these areas.

All new development and redevelopment within a high recharge area
shall not reduce the aquifer recharge quality or guantity guantify (volumes
and rates). Subsurface storage and flow shall stimulate pre development
natural conditions.

Hazardous waste handling and storage within high recharge areas shall
meet all applicable federal and state requirements prior to issuance of
any development orders.

The County as part of the development review process shall require the
maintenance of the quantity and quality of surface water runoff within
freshwater stream to sink watersheds by prohibiting any development
which may diminish or degrade the quality and quantity of surface water
runoff within the County.

All development near a known sinkhole will maintain at least a fifty(50)
90-foot buffer from such formations. Additionally, no sink formation shall
be filled or excavated, and no debris placed adjacent to the sink, until a
professional investigation has been conducted to determine what actions
are necessary to protect adjacent property and ground water quality.

Development of Industrial areas located in fracture zones, areas of
known/sinkhole formation, and Karst topography features will be required
(at the Developer’s expense) to be checked by ground penetrating radar

Conservation Element 2ne




Policy M-2.81.2.15

Policy 1.2.16

to identify underground cavities and areas of potential sinkholes, will be
so identified from the data gathered by the Department of Environmental
Protection, or the Suwannee River Water Management District

Industries and businesses using hazardous materials shall avoid using
sites with known underground Cavities and sites with potential for

sinkhole formation {(RRG-LGV,-DER).

The following standards shall apply to all public water wells and cones of

influence:

1. The installation of septic tanks within 200-feet of public potable
water wells shall be prohibited.

2. Land uses which store, transfer, or use hazardous materials shall
not be permitted within 200-feet of public potable water wells.

3N Underground storage tanks containing gasoline, diese! fuel, or
other hazardous substances shall not be permitted within 300-feet
of public potable water wells.

OBJECTIVE 1.3:

The County shall protect the 100-year floodplain by regulating land use

types, densities and intensities for all lands within it in order to maintain
the flood-carrying and flood storage capacities of the floodplains and
reduce the risk of property damage and loss of life.

Policy-%24-11.3.1

Policy 1.3.2

“Floodplain® shall be defined as the ene-hundred—(100) 100-year
floodplains shown on the Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) published

by the Federal Emergency Management Agency.-effective-July 161991,

The County shall request the Suwannee River Water Management

Policy 1.3.3

District to provide a complete set of topographic maps delineating the
100-year and 10-year flood elevations within the County's jurisdiction.

To help ensure that development proposals and activities wholly or

Policy 1.3.4

partially within the 100-year floodplain are conducted in accordance with
the physical limitations of this environmentally sensitive area, the County
shall coordinate with all agencies with jurisdiction within the 100-year
floodplain to provide for affected agency review prior to the issuance of a
County development permit. Further, the use of septic tanks shall be
regulated in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 64E-6, FA.C.

All development and redevelopment occurring in the 100-year floodplain

of the Suwannee River system shall meet the building and design

Conservation Element 5 -
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Policy 1.3.5

standards of the National Flood Insurance Program, the County, and the
Suwannee River Water Management District.

The County shall require an undisturbed regulated buffer along the

Policy 1.3.6

property lines of public lands within the 100-year floodplain _of the
Suwannee River system for the purposes of visual screening, stormwater
runoff and erosion control, public _safety, and buffering potentially
incompatible land uses. The width of such buffering shall be established
as_a cooperative effort with the Suwannee River Water Management
District. Variations in the width of this buffer shall be made only for cases

of undue hardship and on a site-specific review.

The lands within the 100-year floodplain, as designated by the Federal

Policy 1.3.7

Emergency Management Agency, Flood Insurance Rate Map, as
amended, which are located outside of the designated urban

development overlay shall maintain an average lot size of 10 acres. This
designated corridor area shall conform with the following densities:
dwelling units may be clustered on smaller lots with no lot being less than
1 acre, if the site is developed as a planned residential development and
a density of 1 dwelling unit per 10 acres be maintained for the total site.

(Excluded are existing platted subdivisions)
The County may consider the vacating or replacing of those portions of

Policy 1.3.8

unimproved, undeveloped, and unrecorded subdivisions containing lots of
record within the 100-vear floodplain which do not meet the minimum lot

area requirements based upon density standards established in the
County's Comprehensive Plan.

Within the urban development overlay within the 100-year floodplain of,

the County shall limit dwelling unit density of residential uses to_nho
greater than one (1) dwelling unit per acre, and each individual parcel
shall conform to all applicable state and County regulations.

Policy M-2-D1.3.9

Policy ¥-24-21.3.10

Policy ¥-2-431.3.11

Policy V-2-4-41.3.12

Policy ¥-24-51.3.13

No hazardous materials or hazardous waste shall be stored within the
floodplain.

Development on sites which include areas within the ere-hundred{100}
100-year floodplain shall be required to be located outside of the
floodplain wherever possible.

Subdivisions shall be required to include buildable area outside of the
floodplain on each lot, wherever possible.

Fill within floodplains shall be limited to the minimum which is necessary
for development and access.

Fill shall be placed and designed so as to minimize interference with
natural water flows.

Conservation Element M5-10
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Policy 1.3.14

The County shall require that all habitable structures be elevated no less

Policy 1.3.15

than two feet above the 100-year flood elevation, without the use of fill
materials in the regulatory floodway of the Suwannee River system.

The County shall require that all road construction and improvement

Policy 1.3.16

projects within the 100-year floodplain of the Suwannee River system be
designed in_such a manner as to avoid any increase in floodway
obstruction, any increase in the peak rate or volume of stormwater runoff,
and any increase in pollutant loading to the receiving waters.

The County shall monitor the use of County-owned facilities on or within

the 100-year floodplain of the Suwannee River system to ensure that the
public use of these facilities does not threaten the facility or adjacent
natural resources. Such facilities shall be maintained in order to prevent
any potential adverse impacts to the Suwannee River system such as
erosion, release of inadequately treated stormwater or wastewater, or the
accumulation of trash and debris.

OBJECTIVE 1.4Peoliey 268 The County’s{and-development—+egulations shall require all new

Policy +-+21.4.1

Policy ¥-2-41.4.2

Policy .2.81.4.3

Policy \-4-1421.4.4

development to maintain the natural functions of envirormentally

sensitive-areas;-ineluding-but-netlimited-te the jurisdictional wetlands and
100-yearfloedplains—so that the long term environmental integrity and

economic and recreational value of these areas is maintained.

The County shall mltlgate the adverse effects of land uses on wetlands.

Such mitigation shall contain wetland
provisions which prohibit the development of commercial, industrial and
waste disposal uses and which allow but tightly control such low intensity
uses as recreation, open space, fish and wildlife management and single
family residential development at a density not to exceed 1 1 unit per 1 &
acres, or the gross density established by the land use district, whichever
is less.

The County'stand-developmentregulations shall require a 35-foot natural

buffer around all wetlands and prohibit the location of residential,
commercial and industrial land uses within the buffer areas, but allow
agriculture, silviculture and resource-based recreational activities within
buffer areas subject to best {o-best-management practices.

The County’'s—land—development—regulations shall provide for the

conservation of wetlands through prohibiting any development or
dredging and filling, which would significantly after- alter their natural
functions and by only allowing non-intensive agricultural, aquaculture and
silviculture consistent with best management practices manuals
developed by the Florida Division of Forestry and the Florida Department
of Agriculture and Consumer Services, and subject to the rules of the
Suwannee River Water Management District and all the other applicable
rules and regulations.

Development is to be clustered or located on upland areas if available on
parcels which contain wetlands, and all development shall avoid the
creation of lots which do not include upland areas, if upland areas are
available.

Conservation Element
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Policy ¥:4-131.4.5  With the exception of recreation and silviculture, non-residential land uses
shall be prohibited in wetlands. However, activities which further the
conservation and protection of wetlands, or which serve an overriding
public purpose may be permitted, only if these activities meet the
following conditions:

1.

Such activities are necessary to prevent or eliminate a public
hazard (for example, elimination of a dangerous curve in a road,
dredging in order to clean up a spill of hazardous material, or
removal of underwater obstructions to boat traffic.)

Such activities would provide a direct benefit to the public at large
which would exceed those which are lost as a result of
development (for example, maintenance dredging, removal of
exotic species, restoring natural hydroperiods).

Such activities would occur in wetlands in which the functions or
are-values have been significantly altered, and can be restored
(for example, altering properties that have been legally drained
prior to the adoption of the plan, altering properties that have been
badly invaded by exotic species, and filling of polluted or poorly-
flushed man made canals).

Such activity consisted of development that cannot be reasonably
located outside of all wetlands (that is, utility transmission,
corridors, and utility collection and distribution lines; however,
once underground facilities are in place, the disturbed wetlands
must be restored).

Conservation Element
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EXCERPTS FROM THE
NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN
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North Central Fiorida ateca!
Strategic Regional Policy Plan e
Planning
Councl

proportion of the trips on the failing road network are attributable to the project. The percentage is
multiplied by the costs of the transportation projects needed to restore level of service for the failing facilities
to determine an amount of money, which is the developer’s proportionate-fair share payment.

e.  Transportation Planning Best Practices

While north central Florida local governments are financially unable to fund traditional transportation
concurrency, adverse impacts to the regional road network can be minimized through sound transportation
planning.  Transportation Planning Best Practices for north central Florida local governments could include
enhancing road network connectivity, providing parallel local routes to the Regional Road Network,
incorporating access management strategies, and developing multimodal transportation systems. By
relying on transportation planning best practices, urban development can still be directed to incorporated
municipalities, urban service areas, and urban development areas while minimizing transportation
infrastructure costs and declines in level of service. Examples of policy areas which could be addressed in
local government comprehensive plans to implement these transportation planning best practices include
the following.

Enhance Road Network Connectivity by

Establishing a comprehensive system of street hierarchies with appropriate maximum
spacing for local, collector, and arterial street intersection and arterial spacing, including
maximum intersection spacing distances for local, collector, and arterial streets;

Establishing a thoroughfare plan and right-of-way preservation requirements to advance
the development of arterial and collector streets throughout the jurisdiction;

Limiting or discouraging the use of cul-de-sacs and dead-end streets, limiting the maximum
length of cul-de-sacs and dead end streets, and encouraging the use of traffic calming
devices and strategies as an alternative to dead end streets and cul-de-sacs;

Encouraging street stubs for connections to future development requiring connections to
existing street stubs/dead end streets when adjacent parcels are subdivided/developed in
the future, and requiring developments to connect through to side streets at appropriate
locations;

Encouraging the creation of paths that provide shortcuts for walking and cycling where

dead-end streets exist, mid-block bike paths and pedestrian shortcuts, and limiting the
maximum spacing between pedestrian/bicycle connections as well as; or

Limiting or discouraging gated communities and other restricted-access roads.

Provide Parallel Local Routes and Other Alternative Local Routes to the Regional Road
Network.

Planning and mapping parallel roadway and cross street networks to provide a clear
framework for implementing alternative routes to the Regional Road Network;

Adopted May 23, 1996, Amended August 28, 1997, February 27, 2003 and October 27, 2011
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Adding segments of the parallel roadway and cross street networks to the capital
improvements program;

Encouraging developer participation in implementing the system through fair share
agreements as a condition of development approval for Regional Road Network
concurrency mitigation; or

Encouraging the establishment of a long-term concurrency management system plan for
accomplishing the parallel local routes and interparcel cross-access in selected areas.

Promote Access Management Strategies by

Requiring large commercial developments to provide and/or extend existing nearby local
and collector streets and provide street connections with surrounding residential areas so
residents may access the development without traveling on the Regional Road Network;

Requiring shopping centers and mixed-use developments to provide a unified access and
circulation plan and require any outparcels to obtain access from the unified access and
circulation system;

Properties under the same ownership or those consolidated for development will be treated
as one property for the purposes of access management and will not received the maximum
potential number of access points for that frontage indicated under minimum access
spacing standards;

Existing lots unable to meet the access spacing standards for the Regional Road Network
must obtain access from platted side streets, parallel streets, service roads, joint and
cross-access or the provision of easements;

Establishing minimum access spacing standards for locally maintained thoroughfares and
use these to also guide corner clearance;

Maintaining adequate corner clearance at crossroad intersections with the Regional Road
Network;

Encouraging sidewalk connections from the development to existing and planned public
sidewalk along the development frontage;

Encouraging cross-access connections easements and joint driveways, where available and
economically feasible;

Encouraging closure of existing excessive, duplicative, unsafe curb cuts or narrowing of
overly wide curb cuts at the development site;

Encouraging safe and convenient on-site pedestrian circulation such as sidewalks and
crosswalks connecting buildings and parking areas at the development site;

Adopted May 23, 1996, Amended August 28, 1997, February 27, 2003 and October 27, 2011
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Encouraging intersection and/or signalization modifications to improve roadway operation
and safety;

Encouraging the addition of dedicated turn lanes into and out of development;

Encouraging the construction of public sidewalks along all street frontages, where they do
not currently exist;

Encouraging the widening of existing public sidewalks to increase pedestrian mobility and
safety;

Encouraging the deeding of land for the addition and construction of bicycle lanes;

Encouraging the provision of shading through awnings or canopies over public sidewalk
areas to promote pedestrian traffic and provide protection from inclement weather to
encourage walking;

Encouraging the construction of new road facilities which provide alternate routes to reduce
congestion; or

Encouraging the addition of lanes on existing road facilities, especially where it can be
demonstrated that the road will lessen impacts to the Regional Road Network.

Develop Multimodal Transportation Systems by
Encouraging development at densities within urban areas which support public transit;

Providing one or more park-and-ride lots to encourage carpooling and ridesharing, and the
use of public transit among inter-city commuters;

Providing a system of sidewalks and/or bike paths connecting residential areas to schools,
shopping, and recreation facilities;

Establishing an interlocal agreement with an existing public mass transit system provider to
provide regular daily inter-city transit service for inter-city commuters; or

Establishing a local public mass transit system.

Adopted May 23, 1996, Amended August 28, 1997, February 27, 2003 and October 27, 2011
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f. Regional Review of Local Government Comprehensive Plans and Plan
Amendments

Transportation impact analysis of local government comprehensive plans and plan amendments conducted
by the Council are generally limited to applicable road segments within one-half mile of the property which
is the subject of the comprehensive plan and/or plan amendment. The analysis assumes that the subject
property is developed to the maximum allowable intensity of use permitted by the Future Land Use Map
category. The analysis does not include a trip distribution, although a trip distribution is used by the
Coundil if a trip distribution is provided by the local government. In lieu of a trip distribution analysis, the
Council examines what would happen if all of the trips were distributed to all directions of functionally
classified road segments.  If the resulting analysis finds that a segment of the regional road network will not
meet level of service standards, the Council includes an Objection in its report. The Council recommends
that the local government conduct a trip distribution analysis for the amendment and should the analysis
result in adverse impacts, modify the amendment to prevent the adverse impacts. Such modification
could include a reduction in the size of the subject property, a reduction in maximum allowable intensity of
use, or a lowering of the adopted level of service standard of adversely impacted regional road segments.

g. Developments of Regional Impact

The regional plan has two alternative approaches for Developments of Regional Impact to mitigate
significant and adverse impacts to the Regional Road Network. ~First, significant and adverse impacts are
considered to be adequately mitigated if the local government development order contains conditions which
maintain the minimum level of service standard for all significantly and adversely impacted segments of the
Regional Road Network. Second, impacts to the Regional Road Network are considered to be adequately
mitigated when the local government development order contains conditions which implement the
proportionate share provisions of Chapter 163, Florida Statutes.

Chapter 163, Florida Statutes, allows Developments of Regional Impact to make a proportionate-share
payment/contribution for its significant and adverse traffic impacts. The proportionate share funding
provided for a Development of Regional Impact must reflect its share of the cost of all roadway modifications
needed to ensure that regional road segments, which are otherwise significantly adversely impacted by the
development, can operate at the adopted level of service standard established in the applicable local
government comprehensive plan should all of the identified modifications be constructed. Furthermore,
the payment for the Development of Regional Impact must be sufficient to pay for at least one
transportation modification without the use of additional funds from state or local government.

4. University of Florida Campus Master Plan and Impacts
to Regional Transportation Facilities

Section 240.155, Florida Statutes, requires the University of Florida to prepare a campus master plan to
address the impacts of campus development on off-site public facilities. The data and analysis on which the
plan is based must identify the projected impacts of campus development on off-site infrastructure.
Campus master plans are required by Section 240.155(5), Florida Statutes, to be consistent with the State
Comprehensive Plan and not to conflict with local government comprehensive plans.

Florida Statutes also require the university and applicable local governments to enter into a campus
development agreement. The agreement must identify any deficiencies in service which the proposed
campus development will create or contribute and identify all improvements to facilities and services

Adopted May 23, 1996, Amended August 28, 1997, February 27, 2003 and October 27, 2011
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NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL
STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN AMENDMENT REVIEW

Regional Planning Council: North Central Fl Regional Planning Council Item No.: 73

Review Date: 8/22/13 Regional Planning Council: Northeast Florida

Amendment Type: Draft Amendment Item: Northeast Florida Strategic Regional Policy
Plan Proposed Update

Date Mailed to Northeast Florida Regional Council and Executive Office of the Governor:
8/23/13 (estimated)

The Northeast Florida Regional Council, pursuant to Rule 27E-5.006(1)(c), Florida Administrative Code,
has submitted revisions to its strategic regional policy plan to the Council for review and comment. A
written report containing regional comments, if any, is to be provided to the Executive Office of the
Governor as well as the Northeast Florida Regional Council within 30 calendar days of receipt of the
amendment. This review focuses on impact of the proposed amendment to the North Central Florida
Regional Planning Council.

DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT

The update to the Northeast Florida Strategic Regional Policy Plan represents a complete re-write of the
Northeast Florida Strategic Regional Policy Plan. The update incorporates results of the Council’s
regional visioning exercise. In addition to the five state-mandated strategic regional subject areas
(Affordable Housing, Emergency Preparedness, Economic Development, Natural Resources of Regional
Significance and Regional Transportation), the proposed update includes three additional strategic
regional subject areas; Demographics and Equity, Energy, and Regional Health. Excerpts from the
update are attached.

1. ADVERSE EFFECTS TO SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL RESOURCES AND FACILITIES
IDENTIFIED IN THE STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN

The North Central Florida Strategic Regional Policy Plan includes the Floridan Aquifer as a Natural
Resource of Regional Significance. The plan also identifies and maps Areas of High Recharge Potential
to the Floridan Aquifer as a Natural Resource of Regional Significance. The North Central Florida
Strategic Regional Policy Plan Natural Resources of Regional Significance Strategic Regional Subject
Area includes a discussion of declines to the potentiometric head of the Floridan Aquifer and how, at least
to some extent, the declines are partially the result of increased consumption of groundwater within

northeast Florida (see attached).

In order to mitigate impacts to the potentiometric surface of the Floridan Aquifer, the North Central
Florida Strategic Regional Policy Plan includes policies which discourage the transfer of groundwater
across water management district boundaries until such time as the receiving jurisdiction has
implemented all practicable water supply alternatives and conservation measures, and where the current
and to discourage inter-district transfers where the projected water needs of the area from where the water
is to be taken cannot be met (see attached). These policies not only help mitigate declines to the
potentiometric surface of the Floridan Aquifer within the north central Florida region; they also help
mitigate declines in adjoining regions. It is recommended that the Northeast Florida Strategic Regional
Policy Plan include similar policies to mitigate declines to the potentiometric surface of the Floridan
Aquifer in the north central Florida region.

1
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In addition to the Floridan Aquifer and Areas of High Recharge Potential to the Floridan Aquifer, the
North Central Florida Strategic Regional Policy Plan identifies and maps numerous water-dependent
Natural Resources of Regional Significance. Therefore, the North Central Florida Strategic Regional
Policy Plan Natural Resources of Regional Significance Strategic Regional Subject Area contains a policy
encouraging water management districts to take into account, and to not violate, the minimum flows and
levels of waterbodies located within adjacent water management districts when preparing water supply
plans and when issuing consumptive use permits (see attached). This policy not only helps mitigate
adverse impacts to water-dependant Natural Resources of Regional Significance within north central
Florida, it also helps mitigate adverse impacts to Natural Resources of Regional Significance located in
adjoining regions. It is recommended that the Northeast Florida Strategic Regional Policy Plan include a
similar policy to mitigate adverse impacts to water-dependent Natural Resources of Regional Significance
in the north central Florida region.

Several roads identified and mapped in the North Central Florida Strategic Regional Policy Plan as part of
the Regional Road Network also traverse the northeast Florida region. These include Interstate Highway
10, U.S. Highways 90 and 301, as well as State Roads 16, 20, 21, 26, 100 and 121. Unlike the North
Central Florida Strategic Regional Policy Plan, the proposed update to the Northeast Florida Strategic
Regional Policy Plan does not contain policy direction establishing minimum level of service planning
standards or, alternatively, policy direction encouraging the implementation of Transportation Best
Practices in local government comprehensive plans. Recent amendments to Chapter 163, Florida
Statutes, allow local governments to delete transportation concurrency from local government
comprehensive plans. Therefore, significant adverse impacts could occur to the north central Florida
Regional Road Network should local governments within the northeast Florida region remove
transportation concurrency requirements from their comprehensive plans. Therefore, it is recommended
that the Northeast Florida Strategic Regional Policy Plan include a policy encouraging the inclusion of
Transportation Best Practices in local government comprehensive plans. It is further recommended that
the Northeast Florida Strategic Regional Policy Plan include examples of Best Transportation Practices
similar to those contained in the North Central Florida Strategic Regional Policy Plan (see attached).

2. EXTRAJURISDICTIONAL IMPACTS INCONSISTENT WITH THE
COMPREHENSIVE PLANS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS WITHIN THE REGION

| See 1, above.

Request a copy of the adopted version of the amendment? | yos X No

Not Applicable

It is recommended that these findings be forwarded to the Northeast Florida Regional Council and the
Executive Office of the Governor.

2
v:\chouse\regional\nefrpc\proposed 2013 srpp amendments\nefre srpp.txt.docx

DRAFT



EXCERPTS FROM THE
NORTHEAST FLORIDA
STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN UPDATE

DRAFT_q_

v:\chouse\regional\nefrpc\proposed 2013 stpp amendments\nefrc srpp.txt.docx



_60_



STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN l Strategic Directions and Goals Summary

Strategic
Directions
and Goals
Summary

TABLE OF CONTENTS
NEFRC MISSION ......ccmiueenieniimisensessessesnssnssessssssssssessessesmssnessssssssssessessssesnosssssstssesssssssssssans 1
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY ....cocvieiiuieiueiesnssessissessessesssssssssissossonessissssessasessssssssssssassssssssssssssens 2
STRATEGIC REGIONAL GOALS...........coveririesreresseninsesnessssnssnonssssssssssssasssssssessassssesasssssassans 3

PROPOSED

e Adopted Month XX, 2013

Florida
< >
Rreglonal
¥ Council

_61_



_62_

STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN Strategic Directions and Goals Summary

This page intentionally left blank

Adopted Month XX, 2013
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NEFRC MISSION

The NEFRC mission is to be a dynamic network of local governance, providing visionary
leadership, advocacy, and coordination between counties and local, state, and federal
governmental agencies to preserve and enhance the quality of Northeast Florida’s
economic, natural, built, and social environment by:

‘ Actively serving as a convener of regional issues.
0 Fostering public awareness of diverse regional issues.
Identifying trends, issues and opportunities for the Region.

Building consensus for Regional solutions through coordination and
cooperation.

planning.

Furnishing technical and administrative assistance, including grant writing
assistance, to local governments and other stakeholders.

‘ Providing a regionally focused forum for comprehensive and functional

‘ Maintaining expertise among staff and pursuing technologies that support the
successful implementation of the mission.

Each mission statement above is preceded by an icon that will help identify consistency
with the mission as NEFRC implementation strategies are considered.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Strategic Regional Policy Plan (SRPP) should serve as a guidebook on coordinated
steps to achieve the goals for Northeast Florida included in First Coast Vision! It is a
reference guide and data source on most facets of life in the Region and its counties. The
Plan is organized around strategic subject areas that are in turn related to the priorities of
the State of Florida and the mission of NEFRC.

The Plan contains policy guidelines only where statute requires them. In other cases, it
recommends approaches and supports communities in the strategies they choose to
achieve regional goals. It identifies regional goals and the intent of NEFRC to regularly track
the progress of the Region in achieving them. It is a tool for communities, Local
Government managers and staff, and legislators, but not a mandate. NEFRC focused efforts
on creating a Plan for the entire Region. We recommend that it be widely read. We will
make our best efforts to ensure that it is understood and to assist communities with its
utilization.

2-2 Adopted Month XX, 2013
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STRATEGIC REGIONAL GOALS

SIX PILLARS OF FLORIDA’S FUTURE ECONOMY

Prosperity & High Paying Jobs
Vibrant Communities

Global Competitiveness

www.FLFoundation.org

The Strategic Regional Policy Plan is structured as the statute! requires, into strategic
regional subject areas. In the case of Northeast Florida, there are eight: Demographics and
Equity, Communities and Affordable Housing, Economic Development, Emergency
Prepareness and Resiliency, Energy, Health, Natural Resources of Regional Signifigance,
and Regional Transportation. All goals and policies in this plan are aligned with the mission
of the Northeast Florida Regional Councilii, and with the Six Pillars of Florida’s Future
Economy (see aboveiv). This ensures that the regional plan furthers the State’s priorities,
and that regional goals are supported by the priorities and abilities of NEFRC.

Each goal is followed by a Pillar Alignment statement, and the intial Implementation
Strategy of the NEFRC and its partners. These strategies will be expected to expand and
change over the life of the plan. The following are the high-level regional goals that guide
the policies and measures found in each of the strategic regional subject area chapters of
the SRPP.

DEMOGRAPHICS AND EQUITY

Goal: Progress toward achieving our goals should have a positive impact on the ability of
all of Counties in the Region to prosper and all of the residents in the Region to achieve

Adopted Month XX, 2013 2-3
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their personal goals. We will look for residents of modest means to spend less of their
incomes on housing and transportation, and for mobility for all to access jobs and those
things that impact quality of life.

Pillar Alignment: All Six

NEFRC Implementation Strategy: NEFRC will expand its role as a data clearinghouse,
both by annual release of measures that track the progress of the many policies in this plan,
by gathering and disseminating information helpful to communities in the Region, and by
maintaining such information when it proves to be helpful to communities in the Region.
NEFRC will not duplicate, but will refine or fill in gaps if they exist in the data reported by
our partners such as Northeast Florida Countsv, Jacksonville Civic Council, Inc.Y, and the
Florida Scorecardvi where necessary to measure the success of plan goals and the Region.

COMMUNITIES AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Goal: Each local government is encouraged to take the lessons learned from visioning, the
public preference for multiple growth centers, the corridor map from the Regional
Transportation Study CommissionVi, the opportunities and challenges raised by resources
of regional significance and the desires of their residents and determine where new growth
should go, ideally in locations allowing it to take advantage of existing infrastructure, be
mixed use, compact and connected to other centers. These mixed use growth and
redevelopment centers are supported in all seven Counties and have the potential to
increase transit ridership, reduce car dependency, maintain water and air quality and
conserve water. Once these locations are chosen, governments should do all they can to
support quality development there that will appreciate in value and achieve multiple
community and economic goals.

Goal: A safe, sanitary, efficient and resilient housing supply that provides lifestyle choice
(agricultural, rural, suburban, and urban) and affordable options for all income, age and
ability groups, equitably placed in vibrant, viable and accessible communities throughout
the region.

Pillar Alignment: Quality of Life and Quality Places, Business Climate and Competitiveness

NEFRC Implementation Strategy: NEFRC will provide support to communities if they
wish to assist with the consideration of where to encourage growth, based on what we
have learned with them through visioning efforts. In consultation with local governments
and communities, NEFRC will seek funding through brownfields assessment grants to
determine the issues and opportunities presented by sites that may be perceived as having
the potential for contamination if they are in areas considered potentially desirable for

2-4 Adopted Month XX, 2013
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redevelopment. Once local governments and communities have determined where they
support growth centers, NEFRC will convene its regional, state, and other partners, and
advocate to support and connect growth in the chosen locations, so that regional systems
support growth centers.

Economic DEVELOPMENT

Goal: View all policy through the lens of the Six Pillars of Florida’s Future Economy. Each of
the policies in this plan and all of the actions of the NEFRC will be reviewed based on their
relevance to our future, and this includes a broad definition of the assets that drive our
regional economy. We will not create a new plan for economic development, but will join
the region in support of the goals and policies identified by Innovate Northeast Floridaix
and the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy.

Goal: Northeast Florida's economic development strategies, consistent with Federal
guidelines, are set with partners and new policy is not set by NEFRC. NEFRC'’s goal is to
ensure that the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy* is a five-year strategy
that reflects economic development planning on a regional and county level, and that the
region is always positioned to collaborate to maximize funding opportunities.

Pillar Alignment: All Six

NEFRC Implementation Strategy: The Plan itself is an economic development tool.
Economic Development is first and foremost an individual county initiative in which each
county develops and implements its own plan. In support of this planning, the regional plan
includes basic data on the Region, as well as regional trends in population growth,
competitiveness, employment, work force education levels, and agriculture. It includes
tools such as shift/share analysis and location quotient analysis for the Region. NEFRC may
add and maintain additional information useful to local governments through its data
clearinghouse function. During the life of the plan, NEFRC will reconvene leaders in the
Region to update the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy and bring it into
alignment with the Six Pillars.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS AND RESILIENCY

Goal: A resilient and safe region that is prepared for a coordinated and effective response
to all hazards in emergencies and is prepared to adapt to change to remain resilient and
safe in the long term.

Pillar Alignment: Innovation and Economic Development

Adopted Month XX, 2013 2-5
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NEFRC Implementation Strategy: Businesses will not locate or expand in a Region that is
not planning for the long term. Consistent with its mission to convene on regional issues
and to assist local governments in addressing them, NEFRC has commissioned a work
program on the vulnerability of Northeast Florida to Sea Level Rise with its policy work
group, the Regional Community Institute of Northeast Florida, Inc.x That group will work
with local governments and make recommendations on regional policies and initiatives
when it reports back to NEFRC in September, 2013. NEFRC will continue and expand its
work with partners on hazard mitigation, emergency evacuation, post disaster
redevelopment, regional domestic security, and hazardous materials emergency
preparedness to strengthen the resiliency of the Region*!,

ENERGY

Goal: A region that is flexible, innovative and takes full advantage of the diversity of
potential energy sources, especially local sources. We will not wait for federal or state
guidance or mandates to act if action can benefit the region. We acknowledge that, as a
region vulnerable to natural disasters, resiliency and redundancy in energy, both in motor
fuel and power, can set us apart from regions that choose not to address these issues that
can be of large impact to business and residents.

Pillar Alignment: Infrastructure and Growth Leadership

NEFRC Implementation Strategy: NEFRC will build on the work currently underway by
the Regional Councils toward enhanced energy resiliency~i, The Council will convene a
broad group of stakeholders to develop implementation strategies to reduce per capita
energy consumption and diversify energy sources while maintaining quality of life.

HEALTH

Goal: The Region supports local and regional efforts to ensure that the region’s residents
have access to a healthy lifestyle and good health care. NEFRC supports our partners in
seeking improvement in health outcomes throughout the region.

Pillar Alignment: Civic and Governance Systems, Quality of Life and Quality Places

NEFRC Implementation Strategy: NEFRC will enhance its strategic alliance with the
Health Planning Council of Northeast Florida, Incxv (HPC) by the execution of a
Memorandum of Understanding. NEFRC will leverage initiatives with the HPC particularly
in the built environment and health interface, data development and maintenance and
public outreach and education.

CodVR

eco
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NATURAL RESOURCES OF REGIONAL SIGNIFICANCE

Goal: Northeast Florida recognizes that some resources have the potential to impact more
than one jurisdiction, and their viability is of concern to the Region. NEFRC promotes the
protection of these resources, as contained on the Natural Resources of Regional

Significance list.

Goal: The Regional Green Infrastructure is an interconnected system of natural and built
infrastructure, undeveloped lands and incorporates natural resource areas, recreational
lands, and working lands. The Region recognizes the value of the Regional Green
Infrastructure and measures it, and consistent with the spirit of green infrastructure,
incorporates commercially viable forest land, cropland, natural resources and recreational
facilities into this category, which is an important part of the fabric and future of Northeast
Florida.

Pillar Alignment: Quality of Life and Quality Places

NEFRC Implementation Strategy: NEFRC will expand its data sets to track Regional Green
Infrastructure as it is defined in Northeast Florida. After setting a baseline with the SRPP,
NEFRC will track the overall acreage of agriculture, aquifer recharge areas, floodplains,
recreational lands, silviculture and wetlands. While many of these lands are privately
owned and their use is up to landowners, local jurisdictions and regulatory agencies,
overall they comprise systems that provide environmental benefits, and they may offset the
need to invest in public built infrastructure. Tracking this data will give the Region a clear
picture of the trends impacting green infrastructure and the choices it has as to ways to
ensure healthy and plentiful natural resources. NEFRC will also track built green
infrastructure, both on private lands and in municipal projects, as a way to identify
demonstration projects, gather lessons learned and share best practices for communities in
the Region. NEFRC will convene its partners as necessary to consider the long-term
viability of natural resources of regional significance, and assist them to meet their goals
while ensuring the quality of life for residents and future residents of Northeast Florida.

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION

Goal: Create efficient connectivity within the Region, and with state, national, and global
economies. Include centers of population and jobs that are well-connected, limit commute
times for most residents and provide opportunities for all residents of the region to work if
they choose. Northeast Florida makes development of regional employment centers and
infrastructure a first priority, politically and fiscally.

Adopted Month XX, 2013 2-7
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Goal: In order to promote a diversified and vibrant regional economy, the Region supports
an efficient multi-modal transportation framework to move people and goods, and NEFRC
and its partners support over time the infrastructure investments needed to make it work.
The framework maintains an environment that includes mobility options to move goods
and people to support business and industry.

Pillar Alignment: Innovation and Economic Development ‘

NEFRC Implementation Strategy: NEFRC will work with the newly created Regional
Transportation Authority* to further the development of new sources of mobility funding
necessary to support a regional multi-modal transportation framework.
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REFERENCES OUTSIDE THE SRPP

vi

vii
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For more about First Coast Vision, visit http://www firstcoastvision.com.

The statutory requirements for Strategic Regional Policy Plans are found at 27E-5.001 F.A.C.

For more about the Northeast Florida Regional Council, visit http://www.nefrc.org.

More information about the “Six Pillars of Florida’s Future Economy”, visit http://www .flfoundation.org.

Northeast Florida Counts is a data source provided by mostly health sector partners on the state of six of
the seven counties in Northeast Florida. It is accessed at http://www.nefloridacounts.org.

The Jacksonville Civic Council, Inc. provides interactive data and maps at their site at

http://www.jcci.org.

The Florida Chamber of Commerce provides a scorecard of data organized around the “Six Pillars”. See iv

above. Find the Scorecard at http://www.thefloridascorecard.com.

The Regional Transportation Study Commission report is available at http://www.northfloridartsc.com.

The Innovate Northeast Florida report and strategies may be found at

http://www.innovatenortheastflorida.com.

The Federal requirements for Comprehensive Economic Development Strategies and Economic
Development Districts may be found in Chapter III of the Economic Development Administration,
Department of Commerce regulations 13 CFR, Part 303 and 304.

More information about the Regional Community Institute is available at http://www.rcinef.org.
Details of NEFRC work on regional emergency preparedness are available at http://www.nefrc.org.

A summary of work done in North Florida on energy policy is available at http://www.nefrc.org/Energy-
in-North-Florida.htm.

More information on this partner organization may be found at http://www.hpcnef.org.

The Regional Transportation Authority is a recommendation of the Regional Transportation Study
Commission report. See v. above.

HOW WILL WE ACHIEVE OUR GOALS AND
HOW WILL WE RECOGNIZE SUCCESS?

Policies, metrics, trends and conditions, and significant resources and facilities for the
region and in each of the subject areas above are summarized in the strategic regional
subject area chapters of the SRPP, along with an outline of how the Regional Council

Adopted Month XX, 2013 2-9
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coordinates its activities, and a glossary of terms. Terms defined in the glossary are
indicated by italics.

Northeast
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NATURAL RESOURCES TRENDS AND CONDITIONS

STRATEGIC ISSUE: GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

The Northeast Florida Regional Council (NEFRC) is dedicated to the protection and
enhancement of the Region’s natural communities and resources. The Regional Green
Infrastructure is an interconnected system of natural and built infrastructure and
undeveloped lands and incorporates natural resource areas, recreational lands and
working lands. The Region recognizes the value of Regional Green Infrastructure and
consistent with the spirit of green infrastructure, incorporates commercially viable forest
land, cropland, natural resources and recreational facilities into this category, which is an
important part of the fabric and future of Northeast Florida. These lands are in various
ownerships and there is nothing in their identification as Regional Green Infrastructure that
impacts their use in any way. NEFRC has established baseline acreage for these categories
of land as a way to assess the trends that may be impacting these systems in the future.
Ultimately, if green infrastructure does not provide services that benefit clean air and
water, communities may need to invest in built (or grey) infrastructure to replace those
services. By tracking these trends, we may help the Region to consider the value of green
infrastructure and to make informed decisions before systems have been so diminished as
to lose their effectiveness.
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Figure 1: Regional Green Infrastructure

et

Source: St. Johns River Water Management District, USGS, Northeast Florida Regional Council
According to the best available data as of 2012, the Northeast Florida Region has 780,308
acres in silviculture, 169,901 acres in agriculture, 1,706,393 aquifer recharge acres,
1,585,056 acres of recreation areas and 1,044,548 flood plain acres. There are 885,416
acres of wetlands in Northeast Florida.! Green infrastructure installations, from municipal
projects like bioswales to private installations like green roofs, will be tracked using the
online Green Map at the following link: http://www.opengreenmap.org/greenmap /jacksonville

' St. Johns River Water Management District
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STRATEGIC ISSUE: AIR QUALITY

Air quality is another important factor when judging how well the Region is taking care of
its natural resources. One of the main sources of pollution is from greenhouse gases. Power
plants and vehicle exhaust are the largest contributors. In the Region, the number of
vehicle miles travelled per capita per day is 33.92. Lowering that number will help improve
the air quality of the Region.

Total Criteria Pollutants (1,000 tons per year)
The bar graph in Figure 1 below describes the amount